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PREFACE: 


If you want to see an irrational bully fall 
apart, put him in the same room with a 
man of calm self-confidence. If you want to 
see a woman of high moral standards at 
her best, give her a roommate who is 
jealous, evil and plotting. If you want to 
uncover a man’s soul, bring him face to 
face with someone he admires or despises. 

Fiction writers have known and used 
these tricks for centuries. They know there is 
no better way to underscore, examine or 
challenge a character’s motives and 
values than to bring him smack up against 
another character of stark contrast or 
unique similarity. 

When astronomers looked into the 
heavens and the concept of space travel 
evolved, the doors of imagination were 
flung open for writers. Not only did settings 
and props become unlimited in their 
design, but the perfect fiction foil was born: 
the alien from another world. 

He can be friendly ог hostile—brilliant or 
beastly. He can bring out our hidden fears 
or our highest dreams. He can show us how 
small we are or let us see Our own 
greatness. 

He can be created from scratch and 
custom-tailored to the writers’ thematic 
needs. He can be molded to any purpose 
— possessing precisely those physical and 
mental characteristics required to 


dramatize the author's statement on human 
nature, He can emphasize differences or 
likenesses between himself and his human 
contacts. As a fiction tool—a device to 
make concrete abstract themes of psycho- 
logy or philosophy—an alien from another 
world is hard to beat. 

Of course, the alien can be a cheap 
rubber monster, and the theme a simple 
case of “what Man is capable of in the 
face of fear.” But if the writing is really 
good, the alien can broaden our minds, 
force us to accept something totally differ- 
ent, bring out our deepest doubts and 
longings and show us about ourselves, our 
capacities, our problems and our 
potentials. And this marvelous literary 
device is the exclusive property of the 
science fiction world! 

While helping us in our present lives to 
appreciate and enjoy the differences 
among the peoples of our planet and to 
see and better understand our own minds 
and values, the aliens of science fiction 
movies and TV are also preparing us for 
the mind-boggling experience of actual 
future contact. Perhaps it will be due to 
some of the creations shown in this book 
that we will be ready for our first real alien 
meeting and will face it with less fear and 
more intellect. 

That is our hope . . . and our dedication. 
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INTRODUCTION 


The alien. The stranger from the stars. 
Mysterious. Heroic. Dangerous. 

Space beings have been popular in 
literature for centuries. But it’s only 
recently that visitors from beyond have 
actually set foot on Earth. Earlier in SF 
history, Man encountered aliens ONLY 
on OTHER planets. In 1532, Italian poet 
‘Ariosto published his epic Orlando 
Furioso wherein Orlando encountered a 
race of men living on the Moon’s 
surface. From that point onward, 
authors dreamed of flying to the Moon 
and meeting various races regularly. 
For hundreds of years, it was Man who 
was the invader, the interloper. 

By the 20th century, however, authors 
like H.G. Wells and M.P. Shiel envisioned 
the Earth being invaded by outer space 
citizens ranging from tentacled Martians 
to deadly clouds of intergalactic gas. It 
was only natural that as this concept of 
space creatures spread in literature, it 
would be picked up by the infant 
motion picture industry. 

The first examples of outer space life 
forms to flicker across the silver screen 
were a pretty tame lot. When Georges 
Melies embarked on his turn-of-the- 
century Trip To The Moon, the first alien 
he met was the roly-poly Man In The 
Moon himself. After landing his rocket in 
the Man's eye, explorer Georges went 
on to encounter an angry race of insect 
Moonmen. For the first time in screen 
history, Man fought off an alien army 
. . , using only his fists. 

Melies' trip spawned a host of SF 
movie adventures, many starring the 
rotund Man in The Moon. A few years 
later, the Man became the FIRST 
legitimate alien invader in When The 
Man In The Moon Seeks A Wife (1908) 


wherein a human, white-suited 
Moonman lands on Earth looking for 
love. A Message From Mars (1913) 
featured a similarly humanoid alien 
from the red planet, on Earth to perform 
a good deed. The alien invasion had 
begun, although outwardly it seemed 
routine. Everyone from OUT THERE 
looked just like everyone BACK HERE. 
They just dressed funny. 

But the 1930's brought the talking 
motion picture serial and along with the 
westerns and the cliff-hangers came the 
science-fiction potboilers, most notably 
Flash Gordon and Buck Rogers. In both 
of these adventure series, the main 
alien menaces (be they from Mars, 
Mongo or Saturn) were human in 
appearance. In their employ, however, 
were nasty Hawkmen, Sharkmen, 
Dogmen, Zugs, Claymen, dragons and 
a horde of papier- maché space 
animals. It was a small step forward for 
the cause of diversified aliens in motion 
pictures. 

The 40'5 saw citizens of space revert 
back to their disappointingly human 
forms, sans monster henchmen 
(monster henchmen being too 
expensive for most of the cheaper SF 
serials of this decade). The alien was 
now a zoot-suited gangster. He talked 
out of the side of his mouth, smoked 
cigars and he had gunmolls from the 
Moon at his side. He was as much 
related to Broderick Crawford as he 
was to Mr. Spock. But there was change 
in the air. SF literature was being taken 
more seriously. It reflected the scientific 
trends of the times: the A-Bomb, 
doomsday, UFO's, the exploration of 
space. 

As the 50’s began, Hollywood found 


itself with a major rival: television. TV 
was wooing people out of the theaters 
and back into the living room, where 
thousands of families could be 
entertained for free. Hollywood had to 
come up with something new and 


exciting to win back their lost audience. 


The alien invader was born. From the 
depths of movie theaters came the 
benign, curious aliens as seen in The 
Day The Earth Stood Still, Immediate 
Disaster, This Island Earth and The Man 
From Planet X. They were joined by the 
evil warmongering alien breeds who 
wreaked havoc in The War Of The 
Worlds, The Thing and Invasion Of The 
Body Snatchers. 

Aliens were the stars in big-budgeted 
productions (It Came From Outer 
Space) and grade `Z” extravaganzas 
(Robot Monster). The floodgates 
opened and creatures of every size 
and shape appeared: sophisticated 
humans, giant chickens, big busted 
Moongirls in leotards, floating eyes, 
Metalunan mutants, walking rocks, 
vegetable men, cucumber creatures, 
space vampires, space zombies and 
space robots. Crowds flocked to the 
theaters to see each new visitor from 
beyond. 

The 505 melded into the 60'5 and a 
more sophisticated invader gradually 
evolved: intelligent life forms, super 
computers, virulent virus armies, 


telepathic toddlers, strange space 
clouds, triffids and androids. Star Trek 
gave aliens a new credibility with the 
appearance of Mr. Spock, and 2004 
gave a mystical quality to the unseen 
life forces outside of Earth's domain. The 
70's brought more of the same, but with 
the arrival of Star Wars the concept of 
alien took on a new outlook, EVERYone 
in that film is an alien... the heroes 
and the villians. Close Encounters Of 
The Third Kind united humanity with the 
beyond on an intellectual level, and 
thus, the alien film has come full circle. 

In the beginning, Man went seeking 
strange life forms on other planets. 
Later, these creatures paid the Earth 
back with interest, launching 
exploratory missions of their own. Today, 
the human race is portrayed on the 
screen as being just as alien as a 
Wookie. All life forms become equal. 
Side by side they live, they fight, they 
feel. To paraphrase swamp-dwelling 
Earth philosopher Walt Kelly: “We have 
met the aliens and they is us.” 

What you hold in your hands is a 
Who's Who of space beings. A 
guidebook to the most famous and 
infamous aliens ever to contact the 
human race via motion pictures and 
television. From the Man In The Moon to 
brave Ben Kenobi, the Jedi Knight. From 
Technicolored 3-D dangers to black 
and white television terrors. The Thing 
from another world. The Venusian Ymir. 
Mr. Spock. Maya. 

People of the Earth. Do not be 
alarmed. 

Sit back. 

Prepare to meet... 

THE ALIENS. 

Ed Naha 


Motion Pictures 


ABBOTT AND COSTELLO GO TO 
MARS 

Universal International (1953), B&W, 77 
min. 

Two accident-prone buddies, Orville and 
Lester (Lou Costello and Bud Abbott), 
accidentally take off in a rocketship. It crash- 
lands on the female planet, Venus, where the 
humans encounter a race of man-hating but 
beautiful Amazons. The women (a few dozen 
entries from that year's Miss Universe 
pageant) are ruled by Queen Alura (Mari 
Blanchard). Bud and Lou wow them with 
some strong smooching. The boys blast off 
for Earth with a few of their Venusian 
paramours in hot pursuit. 

Producer: Howard Christie. Director: 
Charles Lamont. Screenplay: John Grant and 
D.D. Beauchamp, from а story by 
Beauchamp and Christie. Musical Director; 
Joseph Gerschenson. Special Effects: David 
Horseley. 

Supporting players: Robert Paige, Martha 
Hyer, Jack Kruschen, Joe Kirk, Horace 
McMahon. 
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ABBOTT AND COSTELLO GO TO MARS 


AELITA 
Mezharabpom (U.S.S.R., 1924), Amkino 
(1929), B&W, 45 min. 

The story of the Russian revolution is 
projected into this propaganda SF adventure. 
Cosmonaut Los (Nikolai Tserectelli) lands on 
Mars with his co-pilot Busev (Igor llinski). Los 
falls in love with Martian queen Aelita (Yulia 
Solntseva), while Busev takes pity on the 
down-trodden working class of Mars. Busev 
leads them in a revolution. 

Director: Yakov Protazanov. Screenplay: 
Fyodor Otzep and Alexei Falko. 

Supporting players: Valentina Kuinzhi, 
Yuri Zavadsky. 


ALGOL 
(Germany, 1920), Silent feature, B&W. 

Mephisto (Emil Jannings), a hostile chap 
from the distant star Algol, arrives on Earth 
with a death machine that will ensure him 
world domination. Unfortunately, the 
machine also destroys most of his family. 
Mephisto destroys the machine. The 
machine responds in kind, and Mephisto is 
blown sky-high. 

Director: Hans Werkemeister. Screenplay: 
Hans Brenert. 

Supporting players: John Gottowt, Hathe 
Haack, Ernst Hoffman. 


ALPHAVILLE 

Also known as: TARZAN VS. IBM. 
Pathe Contemporary/Chaumaine-Film 
(1965), B&W, 100 min. 

Futuristic detective Lemmy Caution (Eddie 
Constantine) leaves Earth (The Outerworlds) 
‘ona secret mission to Alphaville. The 
humanoid inhabitants of the planet are 
dominated by an omniscient computer, 
Alpha 60. Individualism is frowned upon, and 
the citizens are happy but placid. Lemmy’s 
mission is to kill the scientist, Professor von 
Braun (Howard Vernon), who invented Alpha 
60, before he can destroy the universe. 


Producer: Andre Michaelin. Director- 
Screenplay: Jean-Luc Godard. Music: Paul 
Misraki. 

Supporting players: Akim Tamiroff as 
Henry Dickson, Lazlo Szabo as The Engineer, 
Jean-Andre Fiechi as Prof. Eckel, Jean-Louis 
Comolli as Prof. Jeckel, Anna Karina as 
Natasha 


THE ANDROMEDA STRAIN 
Universal (1971), Panavision and 
Technicolor, 131 min. 

When an American satellite falls to Earth 
near the town of Piedmont, New Mexico, an 
alien micro-organism returns with it. The 
space virus spreads and, soon, the entire 
town is dead—with the exception of two 
citizens: an old man and an infant. Four of 
the country's top scientists— Dr. Jeremy 
Stone (Arthur Hill), Dr. Mark Hall (James 
Olson), Dr. Ruth Leavitt (Paula Kelly) and Dr. 
Charles Dutton (David Wayne) —are put in 
charge of Project Wildfire at an underground 
government installation in Nevada in order to 
combat the space virus before it can 
overwhelm Earth. The scientists learn that 
the space bug causes a particularly painful 
death by clotting the blood of its victims. 
Under guarded conditions, the scientists 
culture the virus (the Andromeda Strain) 
and attempt to find a counter-agent. 
Ironically, the best that Earth science can do 
is not enough. The alien virus would have 
decimated the Earth if it had not mutated into 
а different substance. 

Producer-Director: Robert Wise. 
Screenplay: Nelson Gidding, based upon the 
novel by Michael Crichton. Music: Gil Melle. 
Special Effects: Doug Trumbull and James 
Shourt. 

Supporting players: Kermit Murdock, 
Peter Hobbs, Richard O’Brien. 


ANGRY RED PLANET 
American-International (1959), 
Eastmancolor, 94 min. 

A fantasy adventure wherein an intrepid 
group of astronauts, including Col. Tom 


THE ASTOUNDING SHE-MONSTER 

Also known as: THE MYSTERIOUS 
INVADER. 

American-international (Hollywood 
International) (1958), B&W, 60 min. 

A strange, meteor-space vehicle crash- 
lands in a forest area on Earth. Local 
inhabitants are killed for no logical reason. 
The culprit turns out to be a sultry alien 
female, clad in skin-tight sequins. As well as 
raising the blood pressure of her victims, she 
does them in via a strange, glowing force that 
permeates her body. The She-Monster 
(Shirley Kilpatrick) stalks her victims 
cunningly, but the forces of good (led by 
Robert Clarke) eventually win 

Producer-Director: Ron Ashcroft. 
Screenplay: Frank Hall. Music: Guenther 
Кацег. 

Supporting players: Кеппе Duncan, 
Marilyn Harvey, Jeanne Tatum. 


ANGRY RED PLANET 


O'Bannion (Gerald Mohr), Dr. Iris Ryan (Nora 
Hayden), Sgt. Sam Jacobs (Jack Kruschen) 
and the Professor (Les Tremayne), land on 
the red planet and are plunged into battles for 
survival. The foursome encounter a stream of 
strange Martian denizens. Among the more 
‘spectacular citizens that attempt to thwart 
the astronauts is а titanic bat-spider. (The 
monster was, in actuality, a marionette, 
although its brief appearance in the film 
proves effective.) A horde of man-eating 
Martian plants also menace the landing party. 
The troupe is attacked by a skyscraper-sized 
alien blob , a thinking-cell unit, that threatens 
to engulf the spaceship before take-off. 
Producers: Sidney Pink and Norman 
Maurer (the latter would later helm the Three 
Stooges SF features). Director: Ib Melchior. 
Screenplay: Melchior and Pink, froma story 


by Pink. Music: Paul Dunlap. Special Effects: 


ANGRY RED PLANET 
Herman Townsley. 


APRIL 1, 2000 
Wein-Film (1953), B&W, 110 min. 
Seldom-seen Austrian film about a group 
of aliens that attempt to invade Vienna. 
Director: Wolfgang Libeneiner. 
Screenplay: Rudolf Brunngraber and Ernst 
Marboe. 
Cast: Curt Jurgens, Peter Gerhard, 
Elizabeth Stemberger, Waltraut Hass. 


ARANAS INFERNALES (The Hellish 
Spiders) 
Columbia (1966), B&W. 

A low-budget Mexican film never shown in 
the states. Aliens land south of the border in 
a flying saucer and attempt to take over Earth 
with the aid of a small army of very large 
spiders. Out to save the day for Earth is the 
mysterious Mexican hero, The Blue Demon. 

Producer: Luis Enrique Vergara. Director: 
Ferderico Curiel. Screenplay: Adolfo Torres 
Portillo. 

Cast: Blanquita Sanchez, Martha Elena 
Cervantes, Jessica Munguia. 
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THE ASTRONOMER'S DREAM 

Also known as: THE MAN IN THE 
MOON and LA LUNE A UN METRE. 
(France, 1898), Silent short, Hand- 
colored, Pathecolor. 

Georges Melies' story of a scientist who 
falls asleep and is visited by the Man In The 
Moon, who decides to sneak in through an 
open window. 


ATOM MAN VS. SUPERMAN 
Columbia (1950), A 15-episode serial, 30 
reels, B&W, 480 min. 

Superman’s second “live” appearance in 
films saw the comic-book star stop an attack 
on Earth by the forces of Lex Luthor (Lyle 
Talbot). By the final chapter, Luthor and his 
fleet of destructive flying-saucer warships are 
scuttled by Krypton’s finest citizen. 

Producer: Sam Katzman. Director: 
Spencer Bennett. Screenplay: George 
Plympton, Joseph Poland and David 
Mathews. Musical Director: Mischa 
Bakaleinikoff. 

Kirk Alyn as Superman. 

Supporting players: Tommy Boyd as 
Jimmy Olson, Pierre Watkin as Perry White, 
Noel Neill as Lois Lane. 


ATOMIC RULERS OF THE WORLD 

Originally released in 1957 by 
Shintoho films as SUPER GIANT 3 & 4; 
KOTETSU NO KYOJIN-KAISEIJIN NO 
МАҮЈО and KOTETSU МО KYOJIN- 
CHIKYU METZUBO SUNZEN. 

Manley (1964), Tohocolor, 83 min. 

This is a severely edited version of two of 
the Japanese Super Giant films from the 
fifties. Young children are befriended by a 
flying super-hero, Super Giant (also known 
as Starman). Together they fend off an alien 
attack. Flying saucers from the planet Capia 
land on Earth. Capia, hidden from Earth by 
the moon, is populated by power-hungry fish 
people. With the ability to assume human 
shape, they plan to infiltrate the Earth's 
population and then “turn off” the planet's 
gravitational pull. The whole slew of fishes 
from beyond are dispatched with a lethal gas. 

Directors: Teruo Ishii, Akira Mitsuwa and 
Koreyoshi Akasaka. Screenplay: Ichiro 
Miyegawa. 

Cast: Minako Yamada, Ken Hayashi, Reiko 
Seto, Ken Utsui as Super Giant. 


Photo: © Allied Artists Pictures Corp 


ATOMIC SUBMARINE 


ATOMIC SUBMARINE 
Allied Artists (1959), B&W, 72 min. 

А mysterious ship from outer space settles 
оп the ocean floor. The American atomic 
fleet finds itself at the mercy of the alien 
craft. A group of stalwart scientists/navy 
men, including Reef (Arthur Franz) and 
Wendover (Dick Foran), are dispatched to 
investigate the vessel. They discover the 
saucer is a living organism. They venture 
inside and encounter the ship's pilot, a large 
Cyclops from space. The heroes destroy the 
saucer with their warhead might. 

Producer: Alex Gordon. Director: Spencer 
Bennett. Screenplay: O.H. Hampton, from 
an idea by Jack Rabin and Irving Block. 
Music: Alexander Lazlo. Special Effects: 
Rabin, Block and Louis DeWitt. 

Supporting players: Tom Conway, Joi 
Lansing, Sid Melton, Narrated by Pat 
Michaels. 


ATTACK OF THE FIFTY FOOT 
WOMAN 
Allied Artists (1958), B&W, 66 min. 

A classic of screen schlock. An alien giant 
(a bald, human sort with an exceedingly hairy 
chest) lands his spaceship on planet Earth 
and cavorts around the great American 
desert, An attractive socialite (Allison Hayes) 
is driving along the highway when the giant 
appears. Fascinated by pretty young things, 
he gives her a quick once-over, unwittingly 
altering her genetic structure. Shortly 
thereafter, the woman begins to grow and 
grow and grow. Her new-found size leads to 
mental instability. After she learns that her 
husband Harry is a cheatin’, she goes off in 
search. She finds him in a local saloon where 
he's keepin’ time with a floozy. Enter the fifty 
foot woman's hand. The floozy hides under a 
table. The hand grabs Harry, pulls him 
through the door, then knocks the ceiling 
onto the table. End of floozy. End of Harry. 
And, after the arrival of the local militia, end 
of fifty foot woman. 

Producer: Bernard Woolner. Director: 
Nathan Hertz. Screenplay: Mark Hanna. 
Music: Ronald Stein. 

Supporting players: William Hudson, 
Yvette Vickers, Roy Gordon 


ATTACK OF THE MONSTERS 
A TV version of GAMERA VS. 
GUIRON (Daiei, 1968) 
American-International (1969), Color. 
Two alien women, who have an appetite 
for human brains, send a spaceship to Earth. 
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The unmanned craft is controlled by the 
women from their planet-home on the far 
side of the sun. Seeking scrumptious 
specimens, they kidnap two Japanese boys. 


Loyal flying turtle Gamera sets off in pursuit. 


He lands on the planet and attacks the alien 
women, who, however, come up with a 
monster of their own, banana-headed 
Guiron. G and G battle. Gamera wins and, 
after dispatching the aliens, rescues the 
boys. 

Producer: Hidemasa Nagata. Director: 
Noriaki Yuasa. Screenplay: Fumi Takahashi. 

Supporting players: Noburhiro Najima, Eiji 
Funakoshi, Miyuki Akiyama. 


BARBARELLA 
Paramount (1968), Color, 98 min. 

Jean Claude Forest's cartoon heroine of 
the future comes to screen life when the 
President of Earth sends swashbuckling 


Barbarella (Jane Fonda) to a forbidden 
planetary zone in search of a mad scientist 
and his death ray. Crash-landing on an ice- 
encased planet, she is attacked by ordinary- 
looking children who grab and drag her into 
their wrecked spaceship. She is then 
assaulted by killer mechanical dolls. She 
escapes and journeys to the city of Sogo, 
where evil is a way of life. She meets the 
blind angel, Pygar (John Phillip Law), and 
together they are captured by the Black 
Queen (Anita Pallemberg). Pygar is about to 
be crucified by the legions of the Queen 
when Barbarella escapes and arrives on the 
scene, ray gun (empty, unfortunately) in 
hand. Barbarella is again captured, tortured 
and then placed onto the “excessive 
machine,’ an earthy device that kills its 
victims with kindness. Sexy Barbarella burns 
out its fuses, however. She discovers an 
underground military movement and, 
eventually, the professor and his ray. 

Producer: Dino DeLaurentiis. Director: 
Roger Vadim, Screenplay: Terry Southern. 
Costumes: Jacques Fonteray. Music and 
lyrics: Bob Crewe and Charles Fox. Special 
Effects: Augie Lohman. 

Supporting players: Milo O'Shea, David 
Hemmings, Ugo Tognazzi. 


BARBARELLA 


BATTLE BEYOND THE SUN 

Filmgroup (1963), Color, 75 min. 

A fairly confused SF drama, littered with 
heaps of footage from the Soviet film, Nebo 
Zowet. In this Americanized version, the 
Russians and the Americans race to reach 
Mars. The Americans land first, but find that 
they don’t have enough fuel to make a return 
trip. As they fend off a few hastily tossed-in 
Martian monsters, the Russians come to the 
rescue and lift the Arr ericans off the planet. 

Executive Producer: Roger Corman. 
Producer-Director: Thomas Colchart. 
Screenplay: Nicholas Colbert and Edwin 
Palmer. 

Supporting players: Edd Perry, Arla 
Powell, Andy Stewart, Bruce Hunter. 

Nebo Zowat: Dovshenko (1959), Color, 90 
min. Director: Alexandr Kozyr and M. 
Karinkov. Screenplay: A. Sazanov and J. 
Pomieszcykov. Cast: A. Szworin, Ivan 
Pereverzev, L. Lobanov. 


BATTLE IN OUTER SPACE 
Columbia (1960), Eastmancolor, 90 min., 
Toho (1959), Tohoscope, 93 min. 

An alien race, operating from the Moon, 
implants transistor devices in the brains of 
two Japanese astronauts. They become 
slaves of the unseen aliens and nearly bring 
destruction to their space-explorer peer 
group. Dr. Katsumiya (Ryo Ikebe) and Etsuko 
(Kyoko Anza) devise a way to defeat the 
aliens. An all-out battle ensues. Part of the 
Earth is destroyed, as well as the Moon's Sea 
of Tranquility 

Producer: Tomoyuki Tanaka. Director: 
Inoshiro Honda (who helmed many of the 
original Godzilla vs. everything films). 
Screenplay: Shinichi Sekizawa, from а story 
by Jotaro Okami. Special Effects: Eiji 
‘Tsuburaya (until his death, the leading 
special-effects technician in Japan and 
responsible for most of the Japanese giant 
monster films) 

Supporting players: Minoru Takada, 
Harold Conway 


BATTLE OF THE WORLDS 
Topaz (1963), Color, 84 min. 

An Americanized version of the 1960 Italian 
film // Pianeta degli Uomini. A valiant 
Earthman (Claude Rains) leads a fight to stop 
a runaway planet (controlled by an alien 
super-computer) from colliding with Earth. 

Director: Anthony Dawson. Screenplay: 
Vassily Petrov. 

Supporting player: 
Carter, Umberto Orsini. 


Maya Brent, Bill 


THE BEAST WITH A MILLION EYES 
A.R.C. (1955), B&W, 78 min. 

A fascinating concept in this early Roger 
Corman production: a bodiless force enters 
the form of an alien who lands in a rural area 
With telepathic abilities, it is able to dominate 
the brains of all creatures of lesser intellect 
than man. Rather than launch an out-and-out 
invasion of earth, it enlists the aid of the 
animal community before progressing to a 
lumbering, half-wit farmhand. Local 
residents are attacked by flocks of kamikaze 
birds, battered to death by harmless cows 
and assaulted by pet dogs. The creature is 
eventually discovered by a local family and 
destroyed (but not before the audience is 
allowed a brief glimpse of its horrible face). 
As the family leaves the scene where the 
dead beast lies, a small rabbit hops ominously 
across the scene. Is the beast dead after all? 


olumbia Pictures 
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THE BEAST WITH A MILLION EYES 


Producer: Roger Corman. Director: David 
Kramarsky. Screenplay: Tom Filer. Music: 
John Bickford. Special Effects: Paul 
Blaisdell. 

Cast: Paul Birch as Allan Kelly, Lorna 
Thayer as Carol Kelly, Dona Cole as Sandy 
Kelly, Chester Conklin as Old Man Webber, 
Leonard Tarver as Him. 


BEWARE THE BLOB 

Also known as: THE SON OF BLOB 
Harris (1972), Technicolor, 88 min. 

The Blob from outer space is resurrected 
in this colorful potboiler, but this time his 
adventures are played strictly for laughs. A 
piece of the original Blob is dethawed and, 
once again, begins to grow. A happy-go- 
lucky guy (Godfrey Cambridge) is the first to 
encounter the thing by accidentally drinking 
part of it. The Blob shows its thanks for the 
trip by consuming him from within. Proving 
the old adage “like father, like son,” the new 
Blob promptly goes on a rampage of 
terror — devouring half the town before it is 
eventually dispatched. 

Producer: Anthony Harris. Director: Larry 
Hagman. Screenplay: Harris and Jack 
Woods, froma story by Richard Clair and 
J.H. Harris. Music: Mort Garson. Special 
Effects: Tim Barr. 

Cast: Carol Lynley, Robert Walker, Shelley 
Berman. 


THE BLOB 
Paramount (1958), DeLuxe Color, 85 min. 

Created during the fad-oriented fifties, this 
SF production united key elements of the 
teen “hot-rod’’ movies and the standard 
“monster оп the loose” motion pictures. A 
glob of strange, space protoplasm is brought 
to Earth оп а meteor. Tiny at first, it makes its 
way through a wooded area, absorbing slow- 
moving humans and growing with each kill. 
As it swells to elephantine size, a group of 
hot-rodding teens, spearheaded by Steve 
and Judy (Steve McQueen and Aneta 
Corseaut), try to convince the local police of 
the danger of the situation. The police, 
however, dismiss the story as a teenage 
prank. After rampaging a supermarket, the 
Blob moves into a packed movie theater. 
The Blob can’t be stopped by police bullets. 
The armed forces are called in. 

The titanic amoeba is stunned with 
electricity. While “unconscious,” the Blob is 
loaded onto a large troop transport plane and 
dropped into the Antarctic. Everyone hopes 
that it will freeze into a solid mass, thus 
ceasing to be a threat to humanity. 

Producer: Jack H. Harris. Director: Irwin 
S. Yeaworth Jr. Screenplay: Theodore 
Simonson and Kate Phillips. Music: Ralph 
Carmichael. Special Effects: Barton Sloane. 

Supporting players: Earl Rowe, Olin 
Howlin. 
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BLOOD BEAST FROM OUTER 
SPACE 

Also known as: THE NIGHT CALLER 
and THE NIGHT CALLER FROM 
OUTER SPACE. 

NTA-Harris (1968), B&W, 84 min. Original 
version: New Art-Armitage (England, 
1965). 

А disfigured, all-powerful being from one 
of Jupiter’s moons comes to Earth to kidnap 
beautiful Earthgirls who will replenish his 
mutant-laden race with healthy babies. 
Landing in London, he places ads in Bikini 
Girl magazine for potential models. They 
arrive eagerly at a rented office where the 
alien (Robert Crewsdon) promptly traps 
them, A trio of investigative scientists/police 
officials, led by Professor Morley (Maurice 
Denham), Jack Costain (John Saxon) and 
Ann Barlow (Patricia Haines), track down the 
alien culprit. Ann poses as a model, but the 
alien sees through her scheme and butchers 
her. The police close in. The humanoid 
spaceman reveals his scarred face and his 
mission, then blasts off for home. 

Producer: Ronald Liles. Director: John 
Gilling. Screenplay: Jim O’Connolly. Music: 
John Gregory. 


THE BRAIN FROM PLANET AROUS 
Howco International (1958), B&W, 71 
min. 

A large, flying super-brain from outer 
space finds that, on Earth, a brain must have 
abody in order to conduct an invasion 
properly. Using super-telepathic powers, it 
ensnares a hapless human (John Agar), 
turning him into an astro-zombie with unique 
powers. The evil brain, called Gor, has a fun 
time until rival “good” brain, Vol, takes over 
the body of the human’s dog. The scene is 
set for a brainy battle betwixt proverbial good 
and nastiness. 

Producer: Jacques Marquette. Director: 
Nathan Hertz. Screenplay: Ray Buffum. 
Music: Walter Greene. 

Supporting players: Joyce Meadows, 
Robert Fuller, Ken Terrell. 


12 


BUCK ROGERS 

Also known, in feature form, as: 
PLANET OUTLAWS (1953) and 
DESTINATION SATURN (1965). 
Universal (1939), B&W, А 12-episode 
serial, 24 reels, 384 min. 

Buck Rogers (Buster Crabbe) and friend 
Buddy (Jackie Moran) awake from 
suspended animation to find themselves in 
the 25th century. Helping Dr. Huer (С. 
Montague Shaw) and Wilma Deering 
(Constance Moore) in their fight against 
Earth tyrant Killer Kane (Anthony Ward), 
Buck journeys to Saturn to enlist the aid of 
the humanoid Saturnians. One of Kane's 
men, Lasca (Henry Brandon), arrives on 
Saturn and encourages the primitive Zugs to 
rebel against the stately monarchy. He is 
caught in the act by Buck, who subdues the 
Zugs and wins the support of the Saturnian 
council. 

Associate Producer: Barney Sarecky. 
Directors: Ford Beebe and Saul Goodkind. 
Screenplay: Norman S. Hall and Ray 
Trampe. 

Supporting players: Henry Brandon, Jack 
Mullhall, Wheeler Oakman, Kenne Duncan. 


CAPTAIN VIDEO 


Columbia (1951), A 15-episode serial, 30 
reels, tinted, 480 min. 

Judd Holdren was space saviour Captain 
Video (a holdover from the popular TV 
series). Video and his rocket rangers 
repeatedly save the Earth from the forces of 
Vultura of Atoma who is determined to 
obliterate the planet with robots, ray guns 
and a lot of SF hardware. 

Producer: Sam Katzman. Directors: 
Spencer Bennett and Wallace A. Grissell. 
Screenplay: Royal Cole, Sherman Lowe and 
Joseph Poland. Music: Mischa Bakaleinikoff. 
Special Effects: Jack Erickson. 

Supporting players: Larry Stewart, Gene 
Roth, William Fawcett. 

Holdren returned as the valiant Captain a 
year later in his final screen fling, THE LOST 
PLANET (Columbia, 1953), another 15- 
episode opus. Video again outwits gangsters 
from space in their attempt to take over 
Earth. 

Producer: Katzman. Director: Bennett. 
Screenplay: George Plympton and Arthur 
Hoerl. Music: Bakaleinikoff. Special Effects: 
Erickson. 

Supporting players: Vivian Mason, Forrest 
Taylor, Gene Roth, Ted Thorpe. 


CAT WOMEN OF THE MOON 
Astor (1954), B&W, 3-D 64 min. 

A batch of slightly stiff astronauts (led by a 
confused Sonny Tufts) land on the dark side 
of the Moon. They come across а lost 
civilization of beautiful women, clad іп tights. 
The gals have telepathic prowess but don’t 
resemble cats. The space beauties have quite 
anice matriarchy and really don’t know how 
to handle the male astronauts. Should they 
be kept captive? The astronauts prove their 
worth by kissing the Moonwomen 
and defending them against a large spider. 


Art: Randy Weidner 


Producers: Jack Rabin and Al Zimbalist 
(who also handled the Special Effects). 
Director: Arthur Hilton. Screenplay: Roy 
Hamilton. Music: Elmer Bernstein. 

Supporting players: Marie Windsor, Victor 
Jory, Susan Morrow, Carol Brewster. 


Alien artwork from CLOSE ENCOUNTERS 
OF THE THIRD KIND 


CLOSE ENCOUNTERS OF THE 
THIRD KIND 
Columbia (1977), Color 

A power repairman, Roy Neary (Richard 
Dreyfuss) tries desperately to convince 
family, friends and government officials that 
he has witnessed unidentified flying objects 
near his home in Muncie, Indiana. His wife 
Ronnie (Teri Garr) can't believe her 
husband's tale. Neary turns to another 
eyewitness, Jillian Guiler (Melinda Dillon). 
They discover a government cover-up and 
set off on a search to find out the facts 
about the UFOs. 

They encounter a French expert on 
extraordinary phenomena, Claude Lacombe 
(Francois Truftaut), and are introduced to his 
international “silence group,” a scientific 
team dedicated to solving the mystery of 
unidentified flying objects and learning a 
method of communication. The UFOs begin 
to reappear around the world, offering subtle 
clues as to a means of communication. In the 
final scene, the mothership lands on Earth 
and a number of sighters, scientists and 
international government officials take part in 
a“‘physical’ contact with the 
alien visitors through sight and sound- 
sensory apparatus. 

Producers: Julia Phillips and Michael 
Phillips. Director-Screenplay: Steven 
Spielberg. Music: John Williams. Director of 
Photography: Vilmos Zsigmond. Makeup 
Supervisor: Bob Westmoreland. Special 
Effects: Douglas Trumball. Visual Effects 
Concepts: Steve Spielberg. UFO 
Photography: Dave Stewart. Chief Model 
Maker: Gregory Jein. Animator: Harry 
Moreau. 

Supporting Players: George Dicenzo as 
Major Benchley, Bob Balaban as David 
Laughlin, Lance Hendriksen as Robert, 
Warren Kemmerling as Wild Bill, Cary Guffey 
as Barry Guiler. 


THE COSMIC MAN 
Allied Artists (1958), B&W, 72 min. 

Veteran horror-film star John Carradine 
was the mysterious Cosmic Man. Landing 
in a round spaceship, the stranger from 
space comes to Earth with a message of 
brotherly love. He is met with hostility, 
however, and resorts to skulking around in 
black garb and wearing dark glasses to 
conceal his “negative” human image (i.e. 
black skin; white shadow). He also can turn 
invisible at will. Scientist Karl Sorenson 
(Bruce Bennett) and Angela Green (Kathy 
Grant) know the truth about the mysterious 
stranger, who restores a crippled child to 
health. 

Producer: Robert A. Terry. Director: 
Herbert Green. Screenplay: Arthur Pierce. 
Music: Paul Sawtell and Bert Shefter. 
Special Effects: Charles Duncan. 

Supporting players: Paul Langton, Lyn 
Osborn. 


THE COSMIC MONSTERS 

Also known as: THE STRANGE 
WORLD OF PLANET X and THE 
CRAWLING TERROR. 

DCA (1958), B&W, 75 тіп. 

A scientist who is not playing with a full 
deck takes his bizarre experiments to the 
point of no return and rips a hole in the 
Earth's ionosphere. His hole transcends 
space and dimensionality and sets loose a 
horde of invaders from an alien realm. The 
invaders are nasty, gigantic insects. An alien 
from the same home-planet follows the 
creatures to Earth and dispatches them, back 
through the hole. 

Producer: George Maynard. Director: 
Gilbert Gunn. Screenplay: Paul Ryder and 
Joe Ambor. Music: Robert Sharples. 

Cast: Forrest Tucker, Gaby Andre, Alec 
Mango, Hugh Latimer, Martin Benson as the 
alien. 


THE CRAWLING EYE 

Also known as THE TROLLENBERG. 
TERROR and THE CREATURE FROM 
ANOTHER WORLD. 

DCA (1958), B&W, 85 min. 

Americans Alan Brooks (Forrest Tucker) 
and Philip Truscott (Laurence Payne) 
vacation in the tiny Swiss town of 
Trollenberg where a local professor, Crevett 
{Warren Mitchell), points out a strange 
cloud. It doesn’t belong on the mountainside, 
he explains. Shortly thereafter, a series of 
murders are committed. Mountain-climbers 
by the dozen are found littered on the nearby 
slopes—with their heads ripped off. 

Anne Pilgrim (Janet Munro), who is 
blessed with ESP, discovers that the 
mysterious cloud is connected with the 
murders. She is in contact with an alien life- 
force that is housed within the cloud. The 
force plans to take over the Earth! The cloud 
descends upon the village. Most of the 
residents escape, but a few heroes stay to 
fight the menace from the stars. The force 
wants Pilgrim out of the way in order to end 
their accidental contact with the human race. 
Brooks and Truscott vow to protect her. 
Monsters emerge from the cloud — gigantic 
Cyclops -like things, with long, snake-like 
tentacles. 

Producers: Robert S. Baker and Monty 
Berman. Director: Quentin Lawrence. 
Screenplay: Jimmy Sangster. Music: Stanley 
Black. Special Effects: Les Bowie. 


THE CRAWLING HAND 
Hanson (1963), B&W, 89 min. 

An astronaut returns to Earth with his hand 
severed. The hand is taken over by an unseen 
alien life-force. It creeps and crawls around 
the Earth, murdering people left and right. 
The killings continue until the hand is 
swallowed by a roving cat. The hand is 
played by а real human hand as well as a 
tawdry mechanical model. 

Producer: Joseph F. Robertson. Director: 
Herbert Strock. Screenplay: William Edelson 
and Strock. 

Cast: Kent Taylor, Peter Breck, Rod 
Lauren, Richard Arlen, Alan Hale, Allison 
Hayes. 


Top of page: THE COSMIC MONSTER, above: THE CRAWLING 
EYE, left: THE COSMIC MAN. 
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THE CREEPING UNKNOWN 
United Artists (1956), Hammer (England, 
1955), B&W, 78 min. 

The first of the ‘‘Quatermass” series 
(which included this film, Enemy From 
and Five Million Miles to Earth), this Bri 
production is one of the finest SF-horror films 
ever offered. Based upon the British TV play, 
The Quatermass Experiment (this film’s title 
in Great Britain) by Nigel Kneale, it 
introduces the world to valiant alien 
investigator Dr. Quatermass (Brian 
Donlevy). 

A rocket project ends in tragedy when the 
vehicle crashes. Only one of the crew 
survives. But the hospitalized astronaut 
behaves erratically. Doctors are puzzled by 
his behavior and a strange, fungus-like 
growth which spreads at а rapid rate on his 
hand. The astronaut escapes from the 
medical center, but the space-rash extends 
throughout his body, eventually consuming 
the human tissue and evolving into a large, 
oozing mass of space protoplasm. The 
Creeping Unknown rolls around London, 
killing randomly. Quatermass corners the 
thing in Westminster Cathedral, where it 
makes an appearance during а live TV 
broadcast. It is trapped on scaffolding and 
electrocuted with high-voltage wires. This 
film literally launched Hammer Films into the 
SF-horror-fantasy realm. 

Producer: Anthony Hinds. Director: Val 
Guest. Special Effects: Les Bowie. 

Supporting players: Margia Dean, Jack 
Warner, Lionel Jeffries, Harold Lan; 


Below: THE DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS 
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DALEKS— INVASION EARTH 
2150 A.D. 
Amicus (1967), Color, 84 min. 

In this sequel to Dr. Who and the Daleks, 
the power-mad Daleks plan to subjugate 
Earth with lethal mind control. The Daleks, 
alien beings encased in inverted cone-shaped 
metal housings, don’t figure on the 
intervention of inventor Dr. Who (Peter 
Cushing). Who, together with his friends 
Tom (Bernard Cribbens) and Louise (Jill 
Curzon), beat the Daleks at their own game 
and send them hurtling toward the Earth's 
соге. 

Producers: Milton Subotsky and Max 
Rosenberg. Director: Gordon Flemyng. 
Screenplay: Subotsky, Music: Bill McGuffie, 


DARK STAR 


DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS 


with electronic music by Barry Gray. Make- 
up: Bunty Phillips. Special Effects: Ted 
Samuels. 


DARK STAR 
Bryanston (1975), Metrocolor, 83 min. 

Aboard the scoutship Dark Staris its crew: 
Dolittle (Brian Narelle), Talby (Andreijah 
Pahcich), Boiler (Carl Kuniholm), Pinback 
{Dan O'Bannon) and Powel (Joe Sanders). 
Their job: a protracted mission to destroy 
“unstable” suns that are about to “super- 
nova.” The film spotlights the relationship 
between the crew and their resident alien, a 
large beach-ball creature with claws. It 
escapes from its hatch and is eventually 
driven back by a broom-wielding 
crewmember. This film originally was a 1972 
45-minute film, done at the University of 
Southern California. 

Executive Producer: Jack H. Harris. 
Director: John Carpenter. Screenplay: 
Carpenter and Dan O'Bannon. Music: 
Carpenter. Spaceship Design: Ron Cobb. 
Title Paintings: Jim Danforth. Special 
Effects: Bob Greenberg and John Wash. 


© Bryanston 
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DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS 
Allied Artists (1963), Color, 94min. 

The late John Wyndham was considered 
опе of England’s foremost science-fiction 
writers of his day, penning Midwich Cuckoos 
(Village of the Damned), Chocky and Day of 
the Triffids. Іп this spectacularly-filmed 
version of the terrifying triffid tale, the 
special effects nearly steal the show. 

After a meteor shower, the entire world 
population goes blind, except for a few 
fortunate citizens who missed the celestial 
show. Hot on the heels of the hellish meteors 
are hordes of alien plant spores that land on 
Earth. They grow into gigantic, mobile 
plants, capable of pseudopodia. The plants 
stalk their sightless prey, then sting them to 
death with their poisonous tentacles. The 
plants intend to inherit the Earth and, to do 
so effectively, must weed out the humans. 

Hero Bill Masen (Howard Keel), whose 
eyes were bandaged during the meteor 
shower, decides to fight back. Susan (Janina 
Faye) and Christine Durant (Nicole Maurey), 
who also retained their sight, join Masen. 

Ona lighthouse outpost, two other sighted 
survivors, marine biologist Tom Boodwin and 
his wife Karen (Keiron Moore and Janette 
Scott), battle the plants using seawater. 
They discover that salt evaporates the plants. 

Masen makes the same discovery. He also 
learns that the triffids are attracted to sound, 
which is how they hunt down their victims. 
Masen climbs aboard a loud-speaker truck. 
The PA system blasts a recording across the 
countryside and the triffids follow the sound. 
Masen leads the triffids to a seaside cliff. The 
truck plunges into the sea and the triffids 
follow, like lemmings. 

Producer: George Pitcher. Director: Steve 
Sekely. Music: Rod Goodwin, with 
additional music by Johnny Douglas. Special 
Effects: Wally Veevers, 

Supporting player: Mervyn Johns. 


THE DAY MARS INVADED EARTH 
20th Century-Fox (1963), B&W, 70 min. 

The Martians in this film attempted to 
subjugate the Earth, ala /nvasion of the Body 
Snatchers. David and Claire Fielding (Kent 
Taylor and Marie Windsor) are on a holiday , 
when they begin seeing doubles of their 
friends and family. As it turns out, the 
“doubles” are Martians who are killing off 
Earth folks and taking their place. 

Producer-Director: Maury Dexter. 
Screenplay: Harry Spaulding. Makeup: Harry 
Ross. Music; Richard LaSalle. 

Supporting players: Williams Mims, Betty 
Beall, Greg Shank. 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
20th Century-Fox (1951), B&W, 92 min. 
Klaatu, a humanoid visitor from outer 
space, lands in Washington, D.C. 
Descending from his saucer, Klaatu (Michael 
Rennie) clutches a small gift he has brought 
for the President of the United States. He is 
shot before he can make his intentions clear. 
Hospitalized, Klaatu asks for an audience 
with the President. He is refused. He escapes 
from the hospital, and, assuming a 
pseudonym, learns of Earth life froma 
woman and her son (Patricia Neal and Billy 
Gray). He implores distinguished Professor 
Barnhart (Sam Jaffe) to help him in his 
intergalactic quest for world peace. He 
wishes to meet with a delegation of the 
world’s most brilliant scientific minds. 
Meanwhile, in an effort to show the Earth 
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Daleks from DR. WHO AND THE DALEKS 


that he is nonviolent but strong, the alien 
neutralizes electrical power and the world 
stands still for a half hour. 

Barnhart gathers the scientists at the 
saucer site, but, before the meeting can take 
place, Klaatu is shot and killed by militia. 
Klaatu's twelve-foot robot Gort, using his 
disintegrating ray, rescues his master's body 
and restores temporary life. Klaatu 
announces that he is an emissary from an 
organization of planets that have come to the 
realization that war is both non-essential and 
counter-productive to rational existence. His 
federation has watched Earth stumble into 
the atomic era, and he cautions about the use 
of atomic power for weaponry — weaponry 
that could one day contaminate the heavens. 

Klaatu leaves behind a promise. The robots 
will be Earth's watchers — robots like Gort, 
programmed to destroy the entire planet if 
the Earth governments do not abandon their 
primitive ways. 


Producer: Julian Blaustein. Director: 
Robert Wise. Screenplay: Edmund H. North, 
based on Harry Bates’ story, “Farewell То 
The Master.” Music: Bernard Herrmann. 
Special Effects: Fred Sersen. 

Supporting players: Hugh Marlowe, James 
Seay, Drew Pearson, Francis Bavier. 


DESTINATION INNER SPACE 
Magna (1966), Color, 83 min. 

Large amphibian creatures from outer 
space (led by Ron Burke in a rubber suit) land 
on Earth, or rather below Earth, and prepare 
for an invasion to be launched from beneath 
the ocean waves. Scientists (including Scott 
Brady and Sheree North) pilot their sub down 
to the ocean floor to investigate. The chief 
alien tries to break in and leads the sub's crew 
оп a game of cat and mouse —or fish as the 
case may be. 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 


Photo: © 20th Century-Fox 


Producer: Earle Lyon. Director: Francis 
Lyon. Screenplay: Arthur C. Pierce. Music: 
Paul Dunlap. Makeup: Bob Dawn. Special 
Effects: Roger George. 

Supporting players: Gary Merrill, Roy 
Barcroft, Mike Road. 


DESTROY ALL MONSTERS 
American-International (1969), Toho 
(Japan, 1968), Tohoscope and 
Eastmancolor, 88 min. 

An invasion from the planet Kilaak is aimed 
at Japan. An army of red flying saucers 
attack. The lead saucer bursts into flame and 
hovers over various cities. The Kilaaks’ claim 
itis a monster from their world. The aliens 
take over the dormant Japanese monster 
squad (Godzilla, Varan, Mothra, Manda, 
etc.). The take-over is short-lived, however, 
and the Japanese monsters turn on the 
aliens. 

Producer: Tomoyuki Tanaka. Director: 
Inoshiro Honda. Screenplay: Karouru 
Mabuchi and Honda. Music: Akira Ifukube. 
Special Effects: Eiji Tsuburaya and Sadamasa 
Arikawa. 

Cast: Andrew Hughs, Akira Kubo, Jun 
Tazaki, Kyoko Ai. 


DESTROY ALL PLANETS 
American-International (1968), Color, 
7% min. 

Once again, a group of aliens zero in on 
Japen. Manning a spaceship that resembles a 
fleet of basketballs, the aliens possess deadly 
rays, teleportation devices and the ability to 
control men's (and monster's) minds. After 
kidnapping two boys, they concentrate on 
Gamera, the lovable thousand-foot turtle, 
They temporarily turn Gamera against the 
Earth. Gamera shakes off the telepathic 
suggestion, however, and turns on the 
aliens. The invaders join forces in a kind of 
“body-meld” and form a gigantic, star- 
shaped monster. Gamera rescues the boys 
after making mincemeat of the spaceship. 

This is an American version of Daiei's 
Gamera tai Viras. 

Producer: Hidemas Nagata. Director: 
Noriaki Yusa. Screenplay: Fumi Takahashi. 
Special Effects: Kazafumi Fujii and Yuzo 
Kaneko. 

Cast: Kajiro Hongo, Toru Takatsuka, Peter 
Williams. 


DEVIL GIRLS FROM MARS 
Danzinger (1955), B&W, 76 min. 

А woman from Mars clad іп a short space 
suit, an interstellar shower cap and cape, 
attempts to snatch Earthmen for breeding 
purposes. She hopes to talk them into it, but 
if all else fails, she has her towering robot 
hulk along with her for the ride. 

Producers: Edward J. and Harry 
Danzinger. Director: David MacDonald. 
Screenplay: John C. Mather and James 
Eastwood. Music: Edwin Astley. Special 
Effects: Jack Whitehead. 

Cast: Patricia Laffen, Hazel Court, Hugh 
McDermott, Peter Reynolds, Adrienne Corri, 
Sophie Stewart. 


DIE, MONSTER, DIE! 
American-international (1965), Color, 
80 min. 

A fair adaptation of H.P. Lovecraft's The 
Colour Out Of Space, Die, Monster, Die's 
star is а strange meteor from space. The 
meteor lands on the property of old Nahum 
Witly (Boris Karloff). The glowing stone 
causes bizarre mutations in the local plantlife. 


Nahum believes the powerful space rock to 
be a supernatural gift from his late, beloved 
father. Stephen Reinhart (Nick Adams) is in 
love with Nahum's daughter, Susan (Susan 
Farmer), and urges her to leave, especially 
after her mother dies because of the meteor’s 
poisonous effects. 

The chambermaid mutates into a horrible 
monster. She is disposed of, and Nahum 
sees the error of his ways. Grabbing an axe, 
he attacks the meteor, splitting it in two. The 
“colour out of space,” escapes and invades 
Nahum’s body, transforming him into a 
glowing, rock-like thing. Nahum goes mad 
and tries to kill his daughter, but collapses 
and evaporates into thin air—a putrid space 
vapor. 

Producer: Pat Green. Director: Daniel 
Haller. Screenplay: Jerry Sohl. Music: Don 
Banks. Makeup: Jimmy Evans. 

Supporting Players: Terence de Marney, 
Patrick Magee. 


DR. WHO AND THE DALEKS 
Amicus (England, 1965), Continental 
(1966), Color, 83 min. 

Based on the long-running British TV 
series, Dr. Who, this film brought Peter 
Cushing to the role for the first time. 

The Daleks are aliens who've been 
reduced to gelatinous masses of brain power 
due to lingering post-atomic war fallout. In 
order to escape the radiation of their planet, 
they encase themselves in cone-shaped robot 
shells—shells that possess ray power that 
can stun and kill. 

Enter kindly Dr. Who, the inventor of the 
Tardis (Time and Relative Dimensions in 
Space), which resembles a British phone 
booth. While Who explains his invention to 
his grandaughters Barbara (Jennie Linden) 
and Susan (Roberta Tovey), clumsy friend 
lan (Roy Castle) stumbles and trips onto one 
of the machine's gadget-laden walls. Who 
and company are hurtled into the Dalek time 
period but аге not affected by the planet's 
radiation 

The Daleks rely on a supply of life-giving 
drugs in order to ward off the cumulative 
effect of the radiation. Once they are 
drugged, they do what they do best: roam 
the cityscape, hunting and destroying the 
peace-loving Thals, a tribe of humans. 

Who figures out that the Daleks’ armor 
gets its mobile power from the metal floors of 


DESTINATION INNER SPACE 


the city. The Daleks plan to explode a 


neutron bomb in order to increase the level of 


radiation on the planet. The Daleks won't be 
affected because of their armored suits, but 
the Thals will be destroyed. lan tricks one of 
the Daleks into destroying the complicated 
panel that controls the bomb. The 
countdown is halted and the energized city 
comes grinding to a halt. Without their 
power, the Daleks are helpless against the 
Thals who storm the city. Who and his 
comrades return home in Who's Tardis 
booth. 

Producer: Milton Subotsky and Max 
Rosenberg. Director: Gordon Flemyng 
Screenplay: Subotsky, from the TV show by 
Terry Nation. Makeup: Jill Carpenter. 
Electronic music: Barry Gray, with additional 
score by Malcolm Lockyer. Special Effects: 
Ted Samuels. 

Supporting players: Michael Coles, 
Geoffrey Toone. 


KATA 


DESTROY ALL MONSTERS 


THE EARTH DIES SCREAMING 
20th Century-Fox (1964), B&W, 62 min. 
Economical SF thriller that places an alien 
invasion within the confines of a remote 
village. Jeff Nolan (Willard Parker) and friend 
Peggy (Virginia Field) witness alien robots 
trample through the village on a killing spree. 
The robots then bring the dead back to life 
and attempt to form an army of “undying” 
soldiers. 


DIE, MONSTER, DIE! 
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Producers: Robert Lippert and Jack 
Parsons. Director: Terence Fisher. 
Screenplay: Henry Cross, based оп а story by 
Harry Spalding. Music: Elizabeth Lutyens. 
Makeup: Harold Fletcher. 

Supporting players: Dennis Price, Thorley 
Walters. 


EARTH VS. THE FLYING SAUCERS 
Columbia (1956), B&W, 83 min. 

A U.S. Skyhook missile-control center is 
visited by flying saucers. Before they can 
land, soldiers at the base open fire, but they 
are promptly disintegrated by alien rays. 
Skyhook official Dr. Russell Marvin (Hugh 
Marlowe) is contacted by one of the 
invaders. The metal-encased aliens (inside 
the robot-like shells are leathery, wizened 
creatures) are residents of a dying planet who 
wish to move to Earth. 

Marvin consults with his co-workers 
(Donald Curtis and Joan Taylor) and General 
Hanley (Morris Ankrum). War against the 
saucers follows. The Earth is savagely 
attacked by the fleet of UFOs. It appears that 
the world is doomed. One of the creatures 
from space dies, however. When he is 
examined, the scientists conclude that the 
aliens are sensitive to high-frequency sound 
which is used to destroy them. By the film’s 
finale, the saucers are dropping like flies from 
a host of shrill weapons. 

Producer: Charles Schneer. Director: Fred 
Sears. Screenplay: George Worthing Yates 
and Raymond Marcus, from a story by Curt 
Siodmak. Musical Director: Mischa 
Bakaleinikoff. Special Effects: Ray 
Harryhausen. 
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Above: EARTH VS. THE FLYING SAUCERS, 
above right: ENEMY FROM SPACE, left: 
EARTH VS. THE FLYING SAUCERS 


ENEMY FROM SPACE 
United Artists (1957), B&W, 85 тіп. 

There are no aliens to be seen in this film, 
but Dr. Quatermass (Brian Donlevy), 
together with Marsh (Bryan Forbes), 
uncovers a plot to control the world by 
amorphous beings from beyond. The aliens 
have the ability to enter human bodies and 
control their minds. The invaders use factory 
workers in an experiment to see if they can 
survive on Earth, but are stymied by 
Quatermass. 

Producer: Anthony Hinds. Director: Val 
Guest. Screenplay: Guest and Nigel Kneale. 
Music: James Benard. Special Effects: Bill 
Warrington, Henry Harris and Frank George. 

Supporting players: Michael Ripper, Percy 
Herbert. 


ESCAPE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN 
Buena Vista (1975), Technicolor, 97 min. 

Two children (Ike Eisenmann and Kim 
Richards), orphans from outer space, have 
no memory of their origin. The boy can move 
things at will, while playing his harmonica. 
The girl can foresee the future. They are 
pursued by a power-mad capitalist (Ray 
Milland), who intends to use the children’s 
talents to increase his wealth. Aided by a 
middle-aged samaritan (Eddie Albert), the 
children flee the capitalist by levitating their 
friend's camper-trailer. They are rescued by 
their true family, who arrive on Earth ina 
flying saucer. 

Producer: Jerome Courtland. Director: 
John Hough. Screenplay: Robert Malcolm 
Young, based on the novel by Alexander 
Key. 


THE EYE CREATURES 
American. International (1965), Color, 
80 min. 

Aseldom-seen potboiler, loosely based on 
the vintage teen SF film /nvasion Of The 
Saucer Men. A low-budget effort, it 
features a host of multi-eyed aliens, who, 
after killing a local resident, attempt to frame 
a group of teenagers for the crime. 

Producer-Director: Larry Buchanan. 

Cast: John Ashley, Cynthia Hull, Chet 
Davis. 


United Artists Corp. 


THE EVIL BRAIN FROM OUTER 
SPACE 
Manley (1964), Color, 86 min. 

A re-editing of a few more Japanese Super 
Giant films — Uchu Каўіп Shutsugen 
(Shintoho, 1958), Akuma no Kehiin 
(Shintoho, 1959) and Dokugo Okuku 
(Shintoho, 1959). Super Giant (Ken Utsui) 
fights off aliens with his super strength. The 
film features an all-out war between the 
ordinary-looking invaders and the hero, as 
well as a duel to the death with an insect 


creature. 
Director: Teno Ishii. Screenplay: Ichiro 
Miyagawa. 
Supporting players: Reiko Seto, Chisako 
Tawara. 


FANTASTIC PLANET 
New World (1973), Metrocolor, 72 min. 

Aninnovative, animated look at SF alien 
adventure. On the planet Ygam, gigantic 
androids, the Draags, keep tiny humanoid 
Oms as pets. The Draags consider Oms to be 
dumb animals and, indeed, a few of them 
are. One Om, however, Terr, learns Draag 
knowledge from his teenage owner, Tiwa. 
Terr escapes captivity and joins a settlement 
of wild Oms. He participates in a 
revolutionary movement. Most of the rebel 
Oms are killed by the Draags, but Terr 
escapes to the Draag’s planet of Meditation. 
The Draags come to the startling conclusion 
that the Oms are intelligent creatures. A 
small, sister planet is designed for the tiny 
Oms and given а parallel orbit with Ygam. 
The new planet is named for its Om founder. 
Itis called Terra. 

Producers: S. Damiani and A. Valio- 
Cavaglione. Director: Rene Laloux. 
Screenplay: Roland Topor, based on the 
novel Oms En Serie by Stefan Wul. Artwork: 
Topor. Music: Alain Gorageur. Shot in the 
animation studios of Jiri Trnka and Kratky 
Film in Prague. 

Voices: Sylvie Lenoir, Jean Topart, 
Jennifer Drake, Paul Ville, Max Amyl, Yves 
Barsacq, Jean Velmont. 
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Left: The Martian saucer hurtles through space, about to crashland 
in the sandy earth during the opening shots of /nvaders From Mars. 


Below: The actual Martian invaders are seen within the saucer. The 
faceless drones are ordered about by the Martian head of state, 
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A full scale invasion of planet Earth was launched by the alien 
Mysterians. The Mysterians, seen here within the confines of 
their headquarters, launched a two-pronged attack on the planet 
with the aid of their gigantic robots. The Earth drove them off 


With the spectre of a giant Martian (below) hovering before 
him, Dr. Roney (James Donald) attempts to short-circuit the 
electric image by swinging a gigantic crane into its center 

in Five Million Miles To Earth. \n this film, insect-like 
Martians were portrayed as being the developers of mankind. 
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Above: Flesh Gordon's muttering monster, found on the planet Porno, 
carries Dale Ardor off, The Ymir-like creature was animated 


Below: Ray Harryhausen’s classic stop motion creation, the Ymir. 
wreaks havoc in downtown Rome іп 20 Million Miles To Earth. 


© Columbia Pictures 


Photo: 


Above: The gigantic moon calf is driven off by a blast from a pass- 
ing Selenite’s weapon in Ray Harryhausen’s spectacular First Men 
In The Moon. Based upon the tale Бу H.G. Wells, the film depicts 
arace of insectmen dwelling beneath the surface of the Moon. 


Below: Beneath the Moon's surface, heroine Kate (Martha Hyer) en- 
counters an ant-like Selenite in one of the countless underground 
caverns used by the Moonmen. The Selenite was a stop motion cre- 
ation, animated by master craftsman Ray Harryhausen in Panavision. 


Photos: © Columbia Pictures 


Above: The one and only and utterly original B/ob makes an impromptu 
exit from a movie theater after terrorizing the audience for a few 
moments. The Blob was а jelly-like substance brought to Earth on 

a meteor. In order to survive, it inundated and absorbed human 

tissue. With each successive kill, the Blob grew in stature. 


© Harris 


Photo: © Paramount Pictures 


Left: Like father, like son. In Beware The Blob, а 
chunk of the original blob was dethawed and sent 
along its merry way. This time out, however, the 
exploits of the space-goo were played for laughs. 


Right: The famous cucumber creature from /t Conquered 
The World. Aided by a fleet of robot bat-things, the 
creature planned on taking over the Earth by reducing 
the human race to a state of zombie-dom. Oddly 
enough, the plan backfired, and the alien’s human 
henchmen turn on their benefactor from the stars. 


о scenes from Godzilla Vs. 
legalon. Top left: Megalon 
and Gigan tower above downed 
borg Jet Jaguar. Below left: 
striking a blow for the forces 
f good, Godzilla returns the 
or, relishing every minute. 


Right: Two Earthlings possessed by 
alien intelligence reveal themselves 

to hero Richard Carlson in the epic 
science-fiction 3D thriller, /t Came 
From Outer Space. The film was based 
onan idea by Ray Bradbury. 


Below: Revealed in a burst of fury . 
the horrendous monster from the Id in 
Forbidden Planet. The invisible beas' 
(brought to the screen by Disney an 


was the product of human genius 
and alien hardware. The intellectual 

Krell race gave Man the chance to 
bring the hidden aspects of the mind 
to light with often disastrous results 


Photo: © Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Inc. 
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Above: Fantastic Planet's hero, Terr, is cradled by his Draag 
owner Tiwa. Terr eventually leads a revolution of the Oms. 


Below: On the planet Ygam, two tiny Oms fight a duel to the 
death. The diminutive humans were the slaves of the giant Draags. 


FIRE MAIDENS FROM OUTER SPACE 


FIRE MAIDENS FROM OUTER 
SPACE 
Topaz (1956), Criterion (England, 1955), 
B&W, 80 min. 

An astronaut (Anthony Dexter) lands on 
the thirteenth moon of Jupiter where he finds 
2 lost civilization. This female enclave ів a 
direct descendant of the lost continent of 
Earth, Atlantis. The only hitch in the lovely 
aliens’ lifestyle is a not-so-friendly creature 
who runs around butchering citizens. 

Producer: George Fowler. Director- 
Screenplay: Cy Roth, Music: Borodin. Make- 
up: Roy Ashton. 

Supporting players; Susan Shaw, Paul 
Carpenter, Harry Fowler. 


FIRST MAN INTO SPACE 
MGM (1959), B&W, 77 min. 

Commander C.E. Prescott (Marshal 
Thompson) is alarmed when an astronaut 
returns to Earth covered with some sort of 
space ooze. The astronaut loses his humanity 
and becomes a blood-drinking space 
ghoul—a creature who must have a constant 
supply of human blood in order to survive. 

Tia Francesca (Marla Landis) screams every 
time the space-monster makes an 
зррвагапсе. 

Producers: John Croydon and Charles F. 
Vetter, Director: Robert Day. Screenplay: 
John С. Cooper and Lance Hargreaves, from 
з story by W. Ordung. Music: Buxton Orr. 
Makeup: Michael Morris. 

Supporting players: Robert Ayres, Carl 
Jaffe, Bill Edwards. 


FIRST MEN IN THE MOON 
(England, 1919), Silent, B&W. 

Prof. Cavor and company journey to the 
Moon where they discover a race of insect 
men. Based on the novel by H.G. Wells. 

Director: J.V. Leigh. 

Cast: Bruce Gordon, Lionel D’Arragan, 
Hector Abbas, Cécil Morton York, Heather 
Thatcher. 


FIRST MEN IN THE MOON 
Columbia (1964), Panavision and 
Technicolor, 107 min. 

Ray Harryhausen effectively recreates 
H.G. Wells’ гасе of Moon Selenites, ant- 
men who live beneath the satellite's surface. 
Professor Cavor (Lionel Jefferies), inventor 
of the anti-gravity material, Cavorite, his 
friend Bedford (Edward Judd) and Bedford's 
fiance Kate (Martha Hyer) take off in a 
homemade space sphere and land on the 
Moon. Kate remains on the ship while the 
two men gallop across the Moonside. When 
they return, they find the sphere gone. They 
follow its dragged trail to a metal door 
outside a cavern. 

Cavor and Bedford trek through sub- 
surface caverns and find Kate, as well as an 
entire civilization, the Selenites. The humans 
are introduced to the Grand Lunar, the brain 
that rules the substrata people. Cavor takes a 
liking to the ant-folk, feeling them to be 
intelligent and brave (earlier, they had 
rescued the Earth party from an enraged 
Moon calf, a centipede-type monster). Cavor 
converses with the Grand Lunar, telling him 
about mankind's history including wars 
waged. The ruler is disgusted with such talk. 
War is unknown on his world. The Lunar 
reasons that if Cavor's group stays, mankind 
will never invade the Moon and contaminate 
it with its pettiness. Cavor agrees. Bedford 
and Kate, however, have no desire to live the 
rest of their days on the Moon. With Cavor's 
help, they escape, leaving the inventor 
behind. 

Years later, Bedford is in an old-age home, 
watching the first “official” landing on the 
Moon by modern astronauts. The astronauts 
find a tettered British Union Jack, the flag left 
in the Moon sands by Cavor. The space 
explorers then go underground and discover 
an extinct lunar civilization that was ravaged 
by a deadly germ brought from another 
planet—the common cold germ. 

Producer: Charles Schneer. Associate 
Producer and Special Effects: Ray 


Columbia Pictures 


FIRST MEN IN THE MOON 


Harryhausen. Director: Nathan Juran 
Screenplay: Nigel Kneale and Jan Read. 
Music: Laurie Johnson 

Supporting players: Betty McDowall, Peter 
Finch, Hugh McDermott, Miles Malleson. 


FIRST SPACESHIP ON VENUS 

Also known as: Planet Of The Dead, 
Spaceship Venus Does Not Reply and 
Astronauts. 

Crown International (1963), 
DEFA/Julzjon (E. Germany-Poland, 
1959), Color, 80 min. (original version 109 
min.) 

A group of international astronauts (Ignacy 
Machowski as Orloff, Tang-Hua-Ta as 
Techen Yu and Yoko Tani as Sumiko 
Ogimura) hazard a treacherous voyage 
through space to the distant planet Venus 
Once there, they encounter a dead alien 
civilization, destroyed by atomic warfare. All 
that is left are the basics of alien life, which 
are found in the planet's molten rock, 

Director: Kurt Matzig. English-version 
Producer: Hugo Grimaldi. Original music: 
Andrzej Markowski. English-version music 
Gordon Zahler. Screenplay: J, Barckhausen, 
J. Felthke, W. Kohlaase, K. Matzig, G 
Reisch, G. Rucker and A. Stenbock-Fermor, 
based on the novel, Astronauts, by Stanislaw 
Lem. 


FIVE MILLION MILES TO EARTH 
Also known as: Quartermass and the Pit 
20 Century-Fox (1968), Deluxe Color, 97 
min. 

With Brian Donlevy out of the picture, this 
third Quatermass film pitted the scientist 
(this time played by Andrew Keir) against an 
ancient spaceship from Mars. Found buried 
beneath London, the ship still holds its 
original Martian crew, long-dead insect-men. 
The ship electrocutes intruders, emits heat 
rays that dissolve flesh and increases the 
telepathic abilities of select humans. As the 
vehicle obeys its prime directive of staving off 
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all enemies, Quatermass, Dr. Roney (James 
Donald) and Barbara Judd (Barbara Shelley) 
attempt to unravel the obvious questions: 
How did the ship become trapped in London? 
When did it arrive? Why? 


FIVE MILLION YEARS TO EARTH 
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Roney and Quatermass discover that the 
ship itself is alive with an energy force derived 
from the powerful Martian minds. Through 
this energy, Roney and Quatermass learn 
about the Martians. Arriving in Earth's 
distant history in search of slaves, the 
Martians encountered the beginnings of 
humanity —the apes. Through 
experimentation, they advanced the apes to 
cavemen as perfect slaves. When the 
Martians died out, man developed. As Roney 
and Quatermass marvel, sudden bursts of 
thought energy radiate from the ship, 
projecting huge pictures of Martian visages 
across the sky. 

Quatermass’ investigation causes all the 
vessel's barriers to break down and the 
energy-thought pattern come flooding out. 
The unchecked Martian force begins to 
destroy the city blocks closest to the ship. 
Roney boards a crane and rams the center of 
the titanic Martian ghost-image, the center of 
the new power source. He short-circuits it, 
sending the power flowing inward. Roney 
dies in the effort, but the ship meets a firey 
end. 

Producer: Anthony Nelson-Keys. Director: 
Roy Ward Baker. Screenplay: Nigel Кпеаі. 
Music: Tristram Cary. Special Effects: Bowie 
Films. 

Supporting players: Julian Glover, Bryan 
Marshall. 
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THE FLAME BARRIER 
United Artists (1958), B&W, 70 min. 

When a satellite is declared “missing,” and 
then crash-lands in a jungle, team members 
Dave Hollister and Carol (Arthur Franz and 
Kathleen Crowley) search for the space 
sphere. They find it, as well as a strange 
hitchhiker from space. The spacecraft is 
covered by a mass of alien protoplasm. 
Whenever the human investigators attempt 
to approach the craft, the blob emits deadly 
bursts of flesh-melting heat. 

Producer: Arthur Gardner and Jules Levy. 
Director: Paul Landers. Screenplay: Pat 
Fielder and George Worthing Yates froma 
story by Yates. Art Direction: James Vance. 

Supporting players: Robert Brown, 
Vincent Padula, Kaz Oran. 


FLASH GORDON 

Also known as: Space Soldiers, Atomic 
Rocketship and Spaceship To The 
Unknown. 

Universal (1936), a 13-episode serial, 26 
reels, B&W, 416 min. 

The planet Earth seems destined for 
destruction as the runaway world, Mongo, 
hurtles on a collision course. Pilot Flash 
Gordon (Buster Crabbe), Dale Arden (Jean 
Rogers) and Dr. Alexis Zarkov (Frank 
Shannon) land on Mongo and are 
captured by Ming the Merciless (Charles 
Middleton). Ming intends to destroy the 
Earth. 

Ming eyes Dale. Ming's daughter Princess 
Aura (Priscilla Lang) eyes Flash. The result of 
this staring match is that Gordon is thrown 
into a pit inhabited by a trio of fanged 
monkey-men. After defeating the beast-men, 
Flash is tossed into a cavern with Princess 
Aura. They elude a dragon and, after Aura is 
returned to her dad, Flash searches for his 
friends with the aid of the lion-man Thun 
(James Pierce). They are attacked by a 
Gocko (a lobster-dragon), but Flash avoids 
its grasp and rescues Dale and Zarkov from 
Ming. 

As the three humans try to thwart Ming, 
they are joined by winged hawk-men, led by 
Prince Barin (Richard Alexander). They 
journey to the sky city of Vultan run by King 
Vultan (John Lipson) and battle shark-men, 
a fire monster, an invisibly ray, a Tigron and, 
finally, Ming himself. Outnumbered by Flash 
and his friends, Ming runs into the chamber 
of the Great God Tao where he is apparently 
eaten by the famished боско. 

Director: Frederick Stephani. Screenplay: 
Stephani, George Plympton, Basil Dickey 
and Lee O'Neill, based on the comic strip by 
Alex Raymond. 


FLASH GORDON CONQUERS THE 
UNIVERSE 

Also known as: Peril From The Planet 
Mongo, Space Soldiers Conquer The 
Universe and The Purple Death From 
Outer Space. 

Universal (1940), a 12-episode serial, 24 
reels, B&W, 384 min. 

Ming (Charles Middleton) plans a 
comeback in his quest to become Emperor of 
the Universe in this third Flash series. When а 
deadly plague kills millions of people on 
Earth, Flash (Buster Crabbe), Zarkov (Frank 
Shannon) and Dale (Carol Hughes) deduce 
that it's Ming's doing. Itis. Ming and his 
flyboys are sprinkling Death Dust into the 
Earth's atmosphere. 


Flash and company journey to Mongo 
where they enlist the aid of Prince Barin 
(Roland Drew) and his wife, Princess Aura 
(Shirley Deane). They burst into Ming's 
palace and destroy the machine that 
manufactures the fatal disease. Flash then 
journeys to Frigia to bring back the only 
known antidote for Ming’s Purple Death, 
Polante. While he is gone, Dale and Zarkov 
are captured by Ming's two main men Torch 
(Don Rowan) and Thong (Victor 
Zimmerman). Adding evil advice is Ming’s 
top female directive, Sonja (Anne Gwynne). 

Flash returns with the cure, rescues his 
friends and blows up Ming and his palace 
with a well-aimed rocketship. 

Director: Ford Beebe and Ray Taylor. 
Screenplay: George Plympton, Basil Dickey 
and Barry Shipman. 


FLASH GORDON'S TRIP TO MARS 
Also known as: Space Soldiers’ Trip To 
Mars 

Universal (1939), a 15-episode serial, 30 
reels, B&W, 480 min. 

In the second of the Flash trilogy, Ming 
(Charles Middleton) intends to take over 
Mars. He does so by promoting civil unrest 
and throwing his power behind the wicked 
Martian, Queen Azura (Beatrice Roberts). 
Flash (Buster Crabbe), Zarkov (Frank 
Shannon) and Dale (Jean Rogers) journey to 
Mars to investigate a beam that is stealing 
nitrogen from the Earth's atmosphere. They 
are captured by the clay-men, ordinary 
Martians who have been magically 
transformed into their horrid state by the 
Queen, who draws her power from a white 
sapphire. 

Prince Barin (Richard Alexander) arrives to 
reconcile the battling differences between 
the clay-men and the tree-men. He reasons 
that with the red planet's tribes fighting, 
Ming can easily swoop in for the kill. Ming 
attempts to do just that, and the whole cast 
takes part in a fist-fighting reunion. Flash and 
the clay-people revolt against the Queen. Her 
sapphire is snatched, thus draining her of 
power. The leader of the clay-people 
immediately returns to his normal appearance 
{in the personage of distinguished actor С. 
Montague Shaw), and Ming is forced into а 
disintegration chamber. 

Directors: Ford Beebe and Robert F. Hill. 
Screenplay: Ray Trampe, Norman S. Hall, 
Whyndham Gittens and Herbert Dolmas. 


FLESH GORDON 
Mammoth Films (1974), Metrocolor, 78 
min. 

Flesh (Jason William), Dale Ardor 
(Suzanne Fields) and Dr. Flexi Jerkoff 
(Joseph Hudgins) journey to the planet 
Porno in an attempt to stop Emperor Wang 
(William Hunt), the planet's Impotentate, 
from destroying Earth with a deadly ray and 
becoming Impotentate of the Universe 

The humans make it to Porno where, 
before successfully destroying Wang's plans, 
they must deal with a horde of unruly 
denizens of the planet. Flesh is engaged in a 
sword fight with a skeletal beetle-man ina 
superb parody of Sinbad’s similar duel in The 
7th Voyage. (This sequence was expertly 
animated by Jim Danforth who subsequently 
asked that his name be deleted from the 
credits. In the finished film, he is known as 
Mij Htrofnad.) 

The great god Porno, an Ymir-like 
monster, kidnaps Dale and takes her to the 


Above: FLASH GORDON 


GORDON ’s боско. 


top of the palace while muttering obscenities. 


A horde of cyclopian, phallic-snakes attack 
the heroes. 

By the time Flesh and friends are ready for 
their return voyage, a lot of good special 
effects and poor puns have bombarded the 
screen. 

Producers: Howard Ziehm and Bill Osco. 
Directors: Michael Benveniste and Ziehm. 
Screenplay: Benveniste and William Hunt. 
Music: Ralph Farraro. Makeup: Ralph 
Farraro. Special Effects: Jim Danforth 
(uncredited) and David Allen. Miniatures: 
Greg Jein. Special Effects Crew: Rick Baker, 
Russ Turner, Doug Beswick, Craig 
Neuswanger. 

Supporting players: Lance Larsen, Mycle 
Brandy, Candy Samples, John Hoyt. 


FLESH GORDON 


37 


Е 
3 
2 


Е 
d 
š 
Š 

z 
2 

Ё 

ё 


FLIGHT TO MARS Photo: © Cinema Shares 


GHIDRAH 


FLIGHT TO MARS 
Monogram (1951), Cinecolor, 72 min. 

Science “асі” was played down and 
fantasy was given a heavy treatment in this 
early “first manned flight to Mars” story. A 
group of astronauts and newspapermen 
(Cameron Mitchell and Arthur Franz leading 
the brood) crash-land on Mars after being 
battered by a meteor shower. They stumble 
across an underground Martian civilization. 
Captured by the humanoid aliens, the Earth 
people are deemed prisoners of the Martian 
council (led by Morris Ankrum). Alita 
(Marguerite Chapman), the beautiful 
daughter of the chief Martian official, 
befriends the group, however. Earthmen and 
Martians repair the damaged rocket and the 
humans return to Earth. 

Producer: Walter Mirisch. Director: Lesley 
Selander. Screenplay: Arthur Strawn. Music: 
Marlin Skiles. 

Supporting players: Virginia Huston, John 
Litel, Edward Earle, Robert Barrat. 
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FLYING DISC MEN FROM MARS 
Also released in 1958 as a 75 min. 
feature, The Missile Monsters. 
Republic (1950), a 12-episode serial, 24 
reels, B&W, 384 min. 

SF serials were on their last legs by the 
time humanoid Martian meanie Mota 
(Wallace Reed) landed on Earth in his 
haphazard flying sauser. The Martian menace 
plots to take over the Earth while skulking 
around his volcano-cavern lair. Earth people 
(Gregory Gay and Lois Collier) try to stop the 
space gangster with a few car chases and 
fistfights. Mota is persistent, however, and is 
working on his thermal disintegrator when 
the volcano blows up unexpectedly. Mota 
and his flying bat-wing are sent back into 
space piece by piece. 

Producer: Franklin Andreon. Director: Fred 
C. Bannon. Screenplay: Ronald Davidson. 
Special Effects: Howard and Theodore 
Lydecker. 

Supporting players: James Craven, Dale 
Van Sickel, Tom Steele. 


Allied Artists 


Photo: 


FORBIDDEN PLANET 
MGM (1956), Cinemascope and Eastman- 
color, 98 min. 

The alien Krell of the planet Altair-IV were 
abrain-oriented race. They developed a 
machine which could move/create/project 
matter through sheer thought. Doing so 
caused an increase of intellect and general 
PSI abilities in the machine's user as well. 
The only hitch in this beneficial invention was 
that all thoughts were brought to light. The 
aliens overlooked the concepts that lurked in 
the deep recesses of their minds. They forgot 
about the pettiness, the jealousy, the hatred, 
the selfishness that remained іп the Id. The 
thought-machine brought all that forth too, 
and gave that demonic force an invisible but 
physical presence. Within one day it 
physically destroyed the entire Krell 
civilization 

Years later, brilliant scientist Morbius 
{Walter Pidgeon) comes to Altair-IV with a 
team of space explorers. He finds the 
machine, uses it, and inadvertently kills the 
rest of his party. Marooned for twenty-five 
years on the planet with his daughter Altaira 
(Anne Francis) and robot Robby, Morbius is 
less than delighted to greet the crew of relief 
saucer #C57D (Leslie Neilsen as Commander 
Adams, Richard Anderson as Chief Quinn, 
Jack Kelly as Lt. Farman, Earl Holliman as the 
cook). 

Shortly thereafter, the killing force of the 
Krell reappears on the planet, an invisible 
monster, stalking and killing the crew of the 
saucer. Col. Adams sets up a force field 
around the ship and, under the bombarding 
rays of the energy net, the invisible creature 
is seen for the first time . . . a roaring 
amorphous being. . . the product of a 
genius’ jealousies. 

Morbius is at last confronted with the 
truth, a truth the alien Krell learned too late to 
prevent mass slaughter. He sacifices himselt 
in order to destroy his mental handiwork. 

Producer: Nicholas Nayfack. Director: 
Fred M. Wilcox. Screenplay: Cyril Hume, 
from a story by Irving Block and F. Wilcox. 
Loosely based on Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest. Art Directors: Arthur Lonergan and 
Cederic Gibbons. Electronic tonalities: Bebe 
and Louis Barron. Special Effects: A. Arnold 
Gillespie, Warren Newcombe, Irving G. Ries 
and Joshua Meador. 


FRANKENSTEIN MEETS THE 
SPACE MONSTER 
Allied Artists (1965), B&W, 75 min. 

For starters, Frankenstein isn’t 
Frankenstein but Col. Frank Saunders 
(Robert Reilly), an android space pilot. Two 
aliens, Princess Marcuzan (Marilyn Hanold) 
and her dwarf assistant Nadir (Lou Cutell), 
land on Earth (Puerto Rico) in search of 
humans to restock their dying planet. They 
run into Frank and nearly blast his face off 
with а laser-ray gun. As the aliens go ona 
kidnapping spree, Frank lopes around the 
countryside short-circuited. Dr. Adam Steele 
(James Karen) and Karen Grant (Nancy 
Marshal) re-wire Frank. 

Dr. Steele fights the aliens but loses. The 
Princess ensnares a group of young lovelies, 
holding them at bay with the threat of letting 
her nasty space monster, Mull, loose. Frank 
arrives, frees the girls, destroys most of the 
Princess’ ship and defeats the monster Mull. 

Producer: Robert McCarty. Director: 
Robert Gaffney. Screenplay: George Garret, 
from a story by Garret, John Rodenbeck and 
R.H.W. Dillard. 


FROM MARS TO MUNICH 
20th Century-Fox (1925), Silent short, one 
reel 

An invisible Martian lands on Earth and 
explores the terrain. Stopping in a brewery, 
the invisible creature ties one on. 


THE GIANT CLAW 
Columbia (1957), B&W, 76 min. 

A giant buzzard from outer space downs a 
number of Air Force jets. The jet fighters 
respond with rounds of ammo, but the bird 
from beyond is protected by an invisible force 
field. Scientists and military officials (Morris 
Ankrum, Jeff Morrow, Mara Corday) devise 
а гау that will penetrate the shield. The 
monster (an oversized marionette) perches 
on the Empire State Building before taking 
flight. The scientists’ plane follows. The 
creature is hit with the ray blast, and the 
fowl drops into the Atlantic Ocean. 

Producer: Sam Katzman. Director: Fred 
Sears, Screenplay: Samuel Newman and 
Paul Gengelin. Music: Mischa Bakeleinikoff. 

Supporting players: Morgan Jones, Edgar 
Barrier, Robert Shane. 


GHIDRAH, THE THREE-HEADED 
MONSTER 

Also known as: The Greatest Battle On 
Earth 

Continental (1965), Eastmancolor and 
Tohoscope, 85 min. 

Two plots form the storyline for this 
Japanese film; one earthbound, the other 
space-sent. While gangsters plan to kidnap a 
Japanese princess, a monster is hatched 
from a meteor that is hurtling toward Earth, 
Born of fire, the monster evolves into 
Ghidrah, a three-headed fire-breathing 
dragon. The world watches as Ghidrah levels 
Tokyo. Government officials dispatch 
Godzilla, Rodan and Mothra to combat the 
creature from space. By the film’s finale, 
both the dragon and the kidnappers are 
halted. 

Producer: Tomoyuki Tanaka. Director: 
Inoshiro Honda. Special Effects: Eiji 
Tsuburaya. Music: Akira Ifukube. 

Cast: Yosuke Natsuki as Shindo, Yukiro 
Hoshi as Naoiko, Hiroshi Koizumi as Prof. 
Murai, Takashi Shimura as Dr. Taukamoto. 


GODZILLA TAI GIAGAN (GODZILLA 
VS. GIAGAN) 
Toho (1971), Eastmancolor and 
Tohoscope 

One of the so-called “lost Godzilla films 
(not all of his films have made it to stateside 
cinemas). Cockroach aliens land on Earth 
with a devilish plan of attack. Calling on 
space monster Ghidrah, the aliens team the 
three-headed dragon outer-space 
creature Giagan, a prehistoric creature with 
a buzz-saw in his navel. Earth is represented 
by Godzilla and Angorus (a dinosaur), who 
defeat the monsters and insect invaders. 

Director: Jan Fukuda. 

Cast: Tomoko Umeda, Hiroshi Ishikawa. 


Photo: © Continental 
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GODZILLA VS. MEGALON 
Originally known as: Gojira Tai Megaro 
(Toho, 1973) 

Cinema Shares (1976), Fujicolor and 
Tohoscope, 81 min. 

The Seatopians want to take over the 
Earth. They call upon monster Gigan (who 
originally surfaced a few years ago as Giagan) 
and space creature Megalon to destroy the 
existing Earth civilization. Godzilla defends 
the planet as best he can. Adding to his 
predicament is the theft of the colossal 
cyborg, Jet Jaguar, a good-guy invention 
stolen from its Japanese inventor by the 
Seatopians and turned against Godzilla. (It is 
never really explained just how Jet can grow 
and shrink in size at will. He's just made that 
way.) A young boy has faith in hero Jet 
Jaguar and rescues him from the grip of the 
Seatopians. Godzilla and the cyborg fend off 
the alien attack. 

Executive Producer: Tomoyuki Tanaka. 
Director: Jan Fukuda. Screenplay: Shinichi 
‘Sekizawa and Fukuda. 

Cast: Iriyuki Kawase, Yutaka Hayashi, 
Katsuhiko Sasaki. 


THE GREEN SLIME 
MGM (1969), Toei Color, 90 min. (Toei, 
1968, 77 min.) 

After destroying an asteroid that was 
headed for Earth, the crew of a spaceship 
returns to its space station. Unwittingly, they 
carry back cargo of minute, green slime 
creatures—alien inhabitants of the destroyed 
space rock. A love-hate triangle on the space 
station between Jack Rankin (Robert 
Horton), Vince Elliot (Richard Jaeckel) and 
Lisa Benson (Luciana Paluzzi) ensues until 
the creatures begin to grow and kill the crew 
members in an outer-space version of The 
Most Dangerous Game. The men on the ship 
suspect each other. Finally, the creatures 
come out of hiding. (The appearance of the 
alien killers is a let-down. The small, tentacled 
cyclops-beings from space were, in reality, 
Japanese midgets in suits.) 

Producer: Ivan Reiner and Walter Manley. 
Director: Kinji Fukasaku. Screenplay: Charles 
Sinclair, William Finger and Tom Rowe, from 
a story by Reiner. Music: Toshiaki Tsushima 
Makeup: Takeshi Ugai. Special Effects: Akira 
Watanabe. 

Supporting players: Ted Gunther, Bud 
Widom. 
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GULLIVER’S TRAVELS BEYOND 
THE MOON 

Continental (1966), Color, 85 min. (Toei, 
1965) 

Jonathan Swift's classic character gets an 
update in this animated Japanese feature. 
Gulliver and a young boy take a rocket to the 
Moon where they find a warring civilization of 
Moon robots; one side good, the other bad. 

Producer: Hiroshi Okawa. Director: Yoshio 
Kuroda. Screenplay: Shinichi Sekizawa. 
English music and lyrics: Milton and Anne 
DeLugg. 


HAVE ROCKET WILL TRAVEL 
Columbia (1959), B&W, 76 min. 

The Three Stooges (Moe Howard, Larry 
Fine and “Curly” Joe DeRita) accidentally 
board a rocket and are shot to the planet 
Venus. They encounter a race of Venusians 
embroiled іп а struggle. The boys meet a 
talking unicorn (who follows them home to 
Earth), a robot, a giant fire-breathing spider 
and a lot of space slapstick. 

Producer: Harry Romm. Director: David 
Lowell Rich. Screenplay: Raphael Hayes. 
Music: Mischa Bakaleinikoff. 
Cinematographer: Ray Cory. 

Supporting players: Jerome Cowan, Anna- 
Lisa, Nadine Datas. 
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HERCULES AGAINST THE MOON 
MEN 
Governor (1965), Color, 88 min. 

The country of Samar is enslaved by all- 
powerful magical Moonmen (who look 
suspiciously like Italian extras) and forced to 
undergo sacrificial rituals. Maciste (Alan 
Steele) answers the Samarians cry for help. 
The Moonmen’s queen (Anna-Maria Polani) 
has just awakened from a 200-year sleep and 
needs a constant supply of fresh blood to 
keep her young and ravishing. Maciste sees 
red and defeats the horde of Moon menaces 
and their immortal queen. 

Producer: Luigi Mondello. Director: 
Giacomo Gentilomo. Screenplay: Arpad De 
Riso, Nino Scolaro, Gentilomo and Angelo 
Ѕапдагтапо. Music: Carlo Franci. Special 
Effects: Ugo Amadoro. 

Supporting players: Jany Clair, Ando 
Tamberlani. 


HORROR OF THE BLOOD 
MONSTERS 

Independent International (1971), Color, 
85 тіп. 

After a plague of vampire-like proportions 
strikes Earth, the chief investigating Earth 
scientist (veteran horror star John Carradine) 
journiesto another planet and discovers that 
the source of the mass killing is a space virus. 
The planet itself is populated by two warring 
humanoid tribes; one of which is vampiric 
The aliens also include bat-men and 
lobster-men. 

Producer-Director: Al Adamson. 
Screenplay: Sue McNair. Music: Mike 
Velarde. 

Supporting players: Bruce Powers, Vicki 
Volanti, Robert Dix. Narrated by Brother 
Theodore. 


THE HUMAN DUPLICATORS 
Woolner/ Crest (1965) 

A scientist (George Macready) plans to 
create a race of androids. An alien android, 
Kolos (Richard Kiel) lands on Earth and takes 
control of the experiment. Kolos plots to take 
over the world with a race of duplicate 
humans. His handiwork is destroyed by laser- 
beam blasts. 

Producers: Hugo Grimaldi and Arthur 
Pierce. Director: Grimaldi. Screenplay: 
Pierce. Music: Gordon Zahler. Makeup: John 
Chambers. 

Supporting players: George Nader, 
Barbara Nichols, Richard Arlen, Hugh 
Beaumont. 


@ Paramount 


Photos: 


UAA 
1 MARRIED A MONSTER FROM OUTER SPACE 


1 MARRIED A MONSTER FROM 
OUTER SPACE 
Paramount (1958), B&W, 78 min. 

The woman who can make the title claim is 
Marge Farrell (Gloria Talbott). On the eve of 
her wedding night, her husband-to-be, Bill 
Farrell (Tom Tryon), is engulfed by a cloud of 
space gas and kidnapped by aliens. He is 
taken into their saucer and hooked up to a 
machine which immediately transfers his 
memory to an alien look-alike. The aliens 
{tendrilled monsters with ping pong balls 
wedged firmly in their mouths) are on Earth 
to breed. Their own planet is dying and they 
need someone to mother their young. The 
aliens haven't perfected their reproductive 
systems to accomodate Earth women. So 
they kidnap human men and assume their 
places. 

Marge catches the bogus Bill checking in 
to saucer central and confronts him. He 
confesses everything, including the fact that 
he loves her—a very un-alien reaction and 
one forbidden on his world. Marge isn’t 
impressed and attempts to call the FBI. 
Unfortunately, the aliens have gained control 
of all the communications systems in town. 
Marge has a brainstorm. If the aliens can't 


reproduce yet, then the only rea/ men in town 
still can! She races to the maternity ward of 
the town hospital, forms a posse and hunts 
down the aliens. They find the saucer and the 
real humans hooked up to the alien 
machinery. The men are pulled free and 
come to life. As they do, one by one the alien 
doubles die. 

Producer-Director: Gene Fowler. 
Screenplay: Louis Vittes. Makeup: Charles 
Gemora (who constructed the tendrilled 
aliens for War Of The Worlds). Special 
Effects: John P. Fulton. 

Supporting players: Maxie Rosenbloom, 
Ken Lynch, Valeria Allen. 


IMMEDIATE DISASTER 
British titles: Stranger From Venus, The 
Venusian, Stranger From The Stars. 
British-Princess Pictures/Rich and Rich 
(1954), B&W, 75 min. Currently 
distributed by Wade Williams 
Productions. 

After saving the life of car accident victim 
Susan North (Patricia Neal), a mysterious 
stranger from Venus (Helmut Dantine) 
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attempts to assume an Earth identity while 
promoting a meeting between Venusian 
delegates and various Earthly heads of state. 
His disguise is destroyed by Susan's jealous 
fiance Arthur Walker (Derek Bond). 

The stranger explains that the Venusians 
аге worried about the Earth's nuclear policies 
and want to point outa better, safer path. 
The alien heals several terminally ill local 
residents to prove both his identity and his 
power. The Venusian announces that the 
delegation from his planet will be arriving via 
a flying saucer within days. Several 
Earthlings, however, plan to capture both the 
Venusian and his leaders and rule the world 
using their powers. A magnetic trap is set for 
the Venusian delegate’s saucer. 

Walker gets over his jealousy and aids the 
stranger in warning the mothership off. The 
delegates escape the clutches of the 
scheming Earth people and the stranger is 
stranded on Earth . . . an alien planet that 
means death to one of his kind in a matter of 
days. 

Producer: Burt Balaban and Gene Martel. 
Director: Balaban. Screenplay: Hans Jacoby. 
Music: Eric Spear. 

Supporting players: Arthur Young, Cyril 
Luckham. 


Photo Courtesy Wade Williams 
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THE INCREDIBLE INVASION 
(INVASION SINITESTRA) 
Azteca/ Columbia (1971), Color 

A Mexican film featuring the last scenes 
filmed of Boris Karloff before his death. A 
group of unseen aliens take over human 
bodies, turning men into half-crazed 
zombies, 

Producer: Luis Enrique Vergara. Director: 
Juan Ibanez and Jack Hill. Screenplay: Karl 
Schanzer and Vergara. 

Cast; Enrique Guzman, Maura Monti, Tene 
Valez. 


INVADERS FROM MARS 

20th Century-Fox (1953), SuperCinecolor, 
78 min. Currently distributed by Wade 
Williams Productions. 

А classic of the fifties, Invaders From Mars 
united nightmare imagery with SF hardware 
under director extraordinaire William 
Cameron Menzies, who considered this his 
favorite film. This was also the first invasion 
film shot in color and was originally designed 
for the 3D film process, but the idea was 
dropped before filming began. 

A young boy, David MacLean (Jimmy 
Hunt), is awakened by the light and sound of 
a flying saucer that lands in a nearby marsh 
area. His father, George MacLean (Leif 
Erickson), investigates but disappears into 
the sandy marsh. George returns home but 
David notices a character change in his 
father, as well as his mother, Mary (Hillary 
Brooke). 

David finds small radio implants in their 
necks and reasons that they are control units 
inserted by aliens in order to subjugate the 
minds and bodies of his parents. He confides 
his discovery to physician Pat Blake (Helena 
Carter) and astronomer Stuart Kelson (Arthur 
Franz). David's parents try to retrieve him, 
but the doctor suggests the boy remain. 
Blake and Kelson then learn that David's 
suspicions are correct. The alien spaceship is 
hidden in the marsh and is operated by green 
slave creatures under the control of an all- 
powerful tentacled Martian head. 

David and Blake are kidnapped by the 
aliens. Kelson calls the military, led by a 
zealous General (Morris Ankrum). The troops 
battle the minions of Mars in a nightmarish 
scene. Just as а radio implant is about to be 


drilled into Blake's neck, the troops arrive, 
and free Blake and David. The Martian ship is 
blown up and. . . David awakens! It was alla 
dream! As he drifts back to slumber, a 
strange light awakens him. He opens his eyes 
and sees a flying saucer land іп a nearby 
marsh area! 

Two different endings were made for 
Invaders: The British version disposed of the 
awakening dream sequence and an 8-minute 
sequence in an observatory was added; the 
American version ran shorter by 5 minutes 
and included the “wake-up” sequence which 
made the story a nightmare. 

Producer: Edward L. Alperson. Director- 
Designer: William Cameron Menzies. 
Screenplay: Richard Blake. Music: Raoul 
Kraushaar. Makeup: Gene Hibbs and Anatole 
Robbins. Special Effects: Jack Cosgrove. 


INVASION 
American-international (1966), B&W, 82 
min. 

Two humanoid aliens—a police official and 
his prisoner (Yoko Tani and Eric Young) — 
crash-land on Earth. Brought to a hospital, 
they continue their conflict and create а 
forcefield around the building. 

Producer: Jack Greenwood. Director: Alan 
Bridges. Screenplay: Roger Marshall. Music: 
Bernard Ebbinghouse. Special Effects: 
Ronnie Whitehouse, Jack Kine and Stan 
Shields. 

Supporting players: Edward Judd, Valerie 
Gearson, Lyndon Brook. 


INVASION OF THE ANIMAL 
PEOPLE 

ADP (England, 1960), B&W, 73 min., 
Favorite Films (1962), 55 min. 

A spaceship, with unseen aliens, lands in 
Lapland. A stone-age giant monster escapes 
from the ship and goes on a bumbling spree 
of destruction. The aliens recapture the 
monster, then blast off for home. The film 
was severely edited for stateside release and 
narrated by John Carradine 

English-version Producer: Arthur Warren. 
Director: Virgil Vogel and Warren. 
Screenplay: Arthur C. Pierce. Music: Allan 
Johannson and Harry Arnold. 

Cast: Barbara Wilson, Robert Burton, Ake 
Gronberg, Bengt Blomgren, Stan Gester. 
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INVASION OF THE BODY 
SNATCHERS 
Allied Artists (1956), B&W, 80 min. 

This classic SF film of the fifties begins as 
Dr. Miles Bennell (Kevin McCarthy) returns 
to his hometown of Santa Mira, California, 
after a brief vacation and notices that during 
the past week husbands have insisted that 
their wives are not their wives; that mothers 
don’t recognize their own children; that 
children are terrified of their parents. 

Bennell renews a romance with Becky 
Driscoll (Dana Wynter), but is interrupted on 
a date with her by а frantic call from their 
friends, Jack and Theodora Belichec (King 
Donovan and Carolyn Jones). The Belichecs 
show Miles and Becky a body they've found 
sprawled upon their pool table. It's a body of 
sorts, that is. It’s a half-finished version of 
Jack! The physical details are embryonic, but 
the likeness is unmistakable. 

The foursome begin an investigation and 
discover that giant pods have sprouted from 
space seeds. Each pod, placed in proximity to 
ahuman, cracks open and disgourges a 
frothy fetus which rapidly grows to the exact 
physical image of the human itis slated to 
take over. The take-over process is 
completed while the human sleeps. 

Jack and Theo succumb and are replaced 
by pod duplicates. They try to convince Miles 
and Becky to join the ranks of pod-dom, 
since the blessings are many—no emotions, 
no weaknesses, etc. After a terrifying and 
exhausting cat-and-mouse escape effort 
(during which they watch truckloads of pods 
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being loaded by possessed townspeople for 
shipment to other towns), Miles and Becky 
hide in a cave outside town. Miles leaves for a 
moment, and when he returns he finds Becky 
dozing. He kisses her awake, but she stares 
at him— cold, unfeeling, unhuman. She 
blows the whistle to her pod peers, but Miles 
runs crazed into the middle of a highway, 
screaming, ‘You're next! You're next!” 

He is picked up by the state police and tells 
his story to psychiatrist Dr. Hill (Whit Bissell) 
ata Los Angeles hospital. Miles is about to be 
led away in а straightjacket when a police call 
announces there's been an accident on the 
highway. A truck has overturned and spilled 
a cargo of giant pods. Dr. Hill and the police 
stare at Bennell. Could his wild story really be 
true? 

Producer: Walter Wanger. Director: Don 
Siegel. Screenplay: Daniel Mainwaring and 
Sam Peckinpah (uncredited). Music: Carmen 
Dragon. Special Effects: Milton Rice. 

Supporting players: Pat O'Malley, Richard 
Deacon, Sam Peckinpah, Virginia Christie, 
Jean Willes. 


INVASION OF THE BODY 
STEALERS 
Tigon (Britain, 1969), Color, 90 min. Allied 
Artists (1970) 

А dapper alien (Maurice Evans) spearheads 
a rather quaint invasion by stealing 
parachutists. An investigator (George 
Saunders) discovers that the humans are 
snatched in mid-air after being surrounded by 
ared space mist. Alien duplicates are then 
substituted, while the original Earthlings are 
kept in a state of suspended animation. 


Producer: Tony Tenser. Director: Gerry 
Levy. Screenplay: Mike St. Clair and Peter 
Marcus. Music: Reg Tilsley. 

Supporting players: Robert Flemyng, 
Hilary Dwyer, Patrick Allen 


INVASION OF THE NEPTUNE MEN 
Manley (1961), Toeicolor, 74 min. 

А Japanese kiddie film wherein a super 
hero defeats an invasion by aliens from the 
planet Neptune. 

Producer: Hiroshi Okawa. Director: Koji 
Ota. Screenplay: Shin Morita. 

Cast: Shinichi Chiba, Mihsue Komiya, 
Shanjiro Ebara. 


INVASION OF THE SAUCER MEN 
Also known as: Spacemen Saturday 
Night and The Hell Creatures 
American- International (1957), B&W, 68 
min. 

One of the more infamous of the teen-SF 
flicks of the 50's, this movie was a serio- 
comic adventure, and the lead invaders were 
a pair of oriental midgets dressed in 
oversized, bug-eyed face masks and taloned 
hands. The invaders land their spaceship 
outside the town of Hicksville and are spotted 
by Joe (Frank Gorshin), a con man, and his 
sidekick (Lyn Osborn). The local hot-rodders 
realize there's an invasion afoot after two of 
them (Steve Terrell and Gloria Costello) hit 
опе of the aliens with their car. The kids run 
to the cops, represented by taciturn Larkin 
(Raymond Hatton). He doesn’t really believe 
them, but knows that there’s something 
going on. 
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While the kids are in town, the dead alien's 
hand detaches itself and crawls to the 
abandoned hot rod where it slashes the tire 
(the hand has an eye and a finger-nail that 
looks like а сап-орепег). The body is gone by 
the time the teens return, and the saucer men 
continue killing local residents. The kids are 
almost pinned for the murder of one of the 
con men when the body is placed in front of a 
hot rod by the invaders. But the teens stick 
together and kill the aliens by surrounding 
them with souped-up cars and turning on the 
headlights, which “spotlight” the wide-eyed 
invaders into oblivion. 

Producer: James Н. Nicholson and Robert 
Gurney, Jr. Director: Edward Cahn. 
Screenplay: Gurney and Al Martin, from the 
story, “The Cosmic Frame," by Paul 
Fairmen. Makeup: Carlie Taylor and Paul 
Blaisdell. Special Effects: Blaisdell and 
Howard Anderson. Music: Ronald Stein. 


INVASION OF THE STAR 
CREATURES 

American-International (1962), B&W, 81 
min, 

Two nitwits, Philbrick and Penn (Bob Ball 
and Frankie Ray), are on army maneuvers 
when they encounter two beautiful Amazon 
aliens (Gloria Victor and Dolores Reed). The 
ladies intend to conquer Earth with the aid of 
their vegetable monsters. The star 
creatures are scarecrow variations who 
lumber around the army base like 
Frankenstein's monster. The female aliens 
fall in love with the two army zanies and 
cancel the invasion. 


INVASION OF THE SAUCER MEN 


Producer: Вегі Hagopian. Director: Bruno 
De Soto. Screenplay: Jonathan (Little Shop 
Of Horrors) Haze. Electronic Music: Jack 
Cookerly and Elliot Fisher. Makeup: Joseph 
Kinder. 


THE INVISIBLE INVADERS 
United Artists (1959), B&W, 67 min. 

Quite an effective use of invisible beings 
from outer space in this SF-horror tale that's 
akin to Night Of The Living Dead. Power 
sources from space bring the dead back to 
life. This invincible army of cadavers marches 
across the countryside, murdering hapless 
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Earthlings and then taking over their bodies. 
Scientists and military men — Major Bruce 
Jay (John Agar), Dr. Karol Noymann (John 
Carradine), and Phyllis Penner (Jean Byron) 
attempt to defeat the aliens using ultra-high 
frequency sound. The sound waves produce 
a sort of science-fiction exorcism, driving out 
the alien spirits and allowing the bodies to 
return to their dead state. 

Producer: Robert E. Kent. Director: 
Edward L. Cahn. Screenplay: Samuel 
Newman, Makeup: Phil Scheer. Special 
Effects: Roger George. 

Supporting players: Paul Langton, Eden 
Hartford, Robert Hutton. 
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IT CAME FROM OUTER SPACE 
Universal (1953), B& W, 80 min. 
(Originally filmed in 3D) 

A fantastic exercise in SF, based on a story 
by Ray Bradbury and brought to the screen 
by the skillful directorial hand of Jack Arnold. 
His first SF film, /t served as a springboard for 
acareer that also included The /ncredible 
Shrinking Man and The Creature From The 
Black Lagoon. 

Aliens crash-land on Earth in their meteor- 
ship. The only man to witness the event is 
amateur astronomer John Putnam (Richard 
Carlson), and no one will believe him. The 
unseen creatures kidnap town residents, 
replacing them with alien doubles. The 
original Earthlings are kept in a cavernous 
hide-out. An invasion from space? No. The 
aliens are borrowing human forms because 
their spaceship is in need of repair. Putnam 
stumbles over the plot when his girlfriend, 
Ellen Fields (Barbara Rush) is replaced by an 
alien substitute. 

As more of the aliens show up in town, the 
villagers suspect that Putnam's original tale is 
true and decide to destroy the spacecraft. 
Putnam intervenes. The aliens return the 
missing citizens and take off for destinations 
unknown. 

Producer: William Alland. Director: Jack 
Arnold. Screenplay: Harry Essex from a 
treatment, “The Meteor,” by Bradbury. 
Makeup: Bud Westmore. Music: Herman 
Stein. Musical Director: Joseph Gershenson. 

Supporting players: Charles Drake, 
Kathleen Hughes, Joe Sawyer, Morey 
Amsterdam. 
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IT CONQUERED THE WORLD 
American-International (1956), B&W, 
71 min. 

A low-budget affair about a fanged, 
cucumber creature from Venus who is 
assisted in his deeds by an Earthman, Tom 
Anderson (Lee Van Cleef). The cucumber 
thing (Paul Blaisdell) plans to take over the 
bodies of humans via a fleet of tiny winged 
things (sort of electronic bats) whose mission 
is to bite and conquer. Once bitten by a 
winged messenger, the human victim 
becomes a zombie. One of the creatures is 
captured by Paul Nelson (Peter Graves) who 
puts the pieces of the puzzle together. His 
wife (Sally Fraser) falls under the alien's 
control and Paul shoots her. Tom is 
impressed with Paul's loyalty to the human 
race. Tom, who's been involved with the 
alien in a fit of twisted idealism, believed that 
a regime of Venusians would actually 
improve the state of the world. When his 
own wife, Claire (Beverly Garland), is 
throttled by the creature in its cavern 
headquarters, Tom rebels and attacks the 
thing with a blow torch. 

Executive Producer: James Nicholson. 
Producer-Director: Roger Corman. 
Screenplay: Lou Rusoff. Music: Ronald 
Stein. Special Effects: Paul Blaisdell. 


IT! THE TERROR FROM BEYOND 
SPACE 
United Artists (1958), BEW, 69 min. 

А space expedition to Mars has nearly 
been wiped out. One survivor, Corruthers 
(Marshall Thompson) is rescued but 


IT CAME FROM OUTER SPACE 


suspected of murdering his fellow crewmen. 
He protests his innocence to his new space 
peers (Shawn Smith, Paul Langton, Ann 
Doran, Kim Spaulding, Dabbs Greer). The 
actual killer has stowed away onboard the 
rescue ship. It (Ray “Crash” Corrigan) stalks 
its victims throughout the corridors of the 
vessel and, one by one, the crewmen vanish. 
Corruthers is suspected. But when a half- 
dead crewman, drained of almost all blood, is 
found in an air vent, it's clear that the culprit 
is unhuman. There is а blood-drinker 
aboard—a vampire from Mars, 

The crewmen try to seal off the creature in 

the bottom section of the ship, but It 
punches through sheet metal as if it were 
construction paper. The humans find 
themselves trapped on the bridge, waiting for 
the inevitable. 
Producer: Robert E. Kent. Director: Edward 
L. Cahn. Screenplay: Jerome Bixby. Music; 
Paul Sawtell. Makeup: Lane Britton. Special 
Makeup: Paul Blaisdell. 


IT! THE TERROR FROM BEYOND SPACE 
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THE INVISIBLE RAY 
Universal (British, 1935; American, 1936), 
B&W, 82 min.; 75 min. 

Scientist Janos Rukh (Boris Karloff) is 
tracking light rays with his telescope when he 
sees a meteor crash-land on Earth. He 
implores rich colleague Dr. Benet (Bela 
Lugosi) to finance an expedition into Africa's 
jungles in search of the meteor, but Benet is 
unenthused. Rukh goes alone and finds the 
glowing meteor. The meteor is filled with a 
strange element called Radium Х. Rukh 
accidentally touches the rock and is 
contaminated by the energy source. His 
hands become lethal, and he glows in the 
dark, like the meteor. Soon, Rukh develops a 
temporary antidote and then turns to Radium 
X experiments. 

Radium X can be a beneficial drug if 
applied properly. Benet finances Rukh’s 
experiments, presenting Rukh’s findings to a 
Scientific Congress. Rukh’s mind is gnawed 
by the lethal outer space element and he 
becomes deranged. Thinking that Benet and 
his colleagues are trying to steal his 
discovery, Rukh goes on a killing spree, 
hunting down and touching his victims with 
his deadly hands. His mother (Violet Kemble 
Cooper) discovers her son's actions and 
destroys his antidote —the only thing that is 
keeping Radium X from taking over Rukh's 
body completely. Rukh kills Benet and then 
dives out a window and falls, a smoldering 
mass, to the street. 

Prdducer: Edmund Grainger. Director: 
Lambert Hillyer. Screenplay: John Colton, 
from a story by Howard Higgins and Douglas 
Hodges. Musical Director: Franz Waxman. 
Special Effects: John P. Fulton. 

Supporting players: Frances Drake, Frank 
Lawton, Walter Kingsford, Frank Reicher, 
Beulah Bondi. 


JOURNEY TO THE FAR SIDE OF 
THE SUN 

Also known as: Doppelganger 
Universal (1969), Technicolor, 94 min. 
(British version, 104 min.) 

The aliens are Earthlings in this interesting 
brain teaser concocted by Gerry and Sylvia 
Anderson of Space: 1999 fame. The film 
opens with the discovery of a planet in orbit 
the same as Earth’s but on the opposite side 
of the Sun. Two astronauts take off to visit 
the new world. They crash on a planet. Col. 
Glenn Ross (Roy Thinnes) is the only 
survivor. Ross is picked up by his superiors 
and questioned. Ross is stunned. He has 
landed on Earth! His Earth! How did his ship 
return? 

Dr. Hassler (Herbert Lom) and John Kane 
(lan Hendry) initially suspect Ross of 
sabotage. Then the astronaut notices 
something strange. Everything around him is 
reversed, as in a mirror image. What was left 
before his trip is now right; what was right is 
now left. Ross concludes that he has landed 


on the alien planet. The alien planet is an 
exact reflection of Earth! This Earth's Col. 
Ross is probably on the other Earth reaching 
the same conclusion! 

Producer: Gerry and Sylvia Anderson. 
Director: Robert Parrish. Screenplay: The 
Andersons, with writer Donald James. 
Music: Barry Gray. Special Effects: Derek 
Meddings and Harry Oakes. 

Supporting players: Lynn Loring, Patrick 
Wymark. 


JOURNEY TO THE7TH PLANET 
American-International (1962), Color, 
Cinemagic, 83 min. 

Five astronauts land on a planet and 
encounter an invisible alien presence that 
plays havoc with the men’s minds by 
transferring bits and pieces of their 
imaginations into physical creations. The 
men encounter beautiful women, phantom 
towns and assorted monsters (one rat-thing 
was animated by Jim Danforth). The alien 
finally reveals itself as a huge, cellular brain, 

Producer-Director: Sidney Pink. 
Screenplay: Pink and Ib Melchior, from a 
story by Pink. Music; Ib Glindeman. Special 
Effects: Bent Barfod Films. 
lohn Agar, Greta Thyssen, Mimi 
Heinrich, Ove Sprogoe, Carl Ottosen. 


JOURNEY TO THE 7TH PLANET 
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JUST IMAGINE 
20th Century-Fox (1930), B&W, 113 min. 
This sprawling SF musical comedy really 
doesn't pay much attention to its alien 
content, but if you look hard you'll find a few 
Martians. Single 0 (El Brendel), a citizen of 
1930, falls asleep and awakens in the 
futuristic wonderworld of 1980. J-21 (John 
Garrick) and MT-3 (Kenneth Thompson) 
petition the government for the hand of LN- 
18 (Maureen O'Sullivan) in marriage. The 
government rules in favor of MT-3. LN-18, 
however, really loves J-21 and vice versa. 
The government gives J-21 four months to 
impress it enough to reverse the decision. J 
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and Single 0 take a daring trip to Mars in an 
attempt to make J a hero. They find a couple 
of Martians. In fact, a// Martians are a couple. 
They are twins—one good; one less than 
wonderful. The two travelers return to Earth 
as heroes, and J-21 gets his reversal. The 
marriage takes place and all is right in the 
world. 

Associate Producers, Story Originators 
and Lyricists: Ray Henderson, B.G. DeSylva 
and Lew Brown. Director: David Butler. 
Screenplay: Butler, Henderson, DeSylvia and 
Brown. Cinematography: Ernest Palmer. 
Musical Director: Arthur Kay. 

Supporting players: Mischa Auer, Ivan 
Linow, Marjorie White, Hobart Bosworth. 
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KILLERS FROM SPACE 
RKO (1954), B&W, 71 min. 

A group of pajama-wearing, bug-eyed 
aliens bring a human (Peter Graves) back to 
life, revealing to him how they plan to take 
over the world. The aliens intend to allow 
their gigantic atomic-bred insect brigade to 
go ona rampage. But the quick-thinking hero. 
overloads their circuitry and sets off a mini- 
atomic explosion, thus ending both the threat 
of the pop-eyed invaders and their hopping 
pets. 

Producer-Director: W. Lee Wilder. 
Screenplay: Bill Raynor, froma story by 
Myles Wilder. Music: Manuel Compinsky. 
Special Effects: Consolidated Film Industries. 

Supporting Players: James Seay, Barbara 
Bestar, John Merrick. 


KING DINOSAUR 
Lippert (1955), B&W, 63 min. 

Producer-Director Bert І, Gordon (The 
Magic Sword, The Amazing Colossal Man) 
made his film debut with this SF potboiler. A 
rocket makes an unscheduled stop on the 
mysterious planet Nova. The crew (Bill 
Bryant, Wanda Curtis, Doug Henderson, 
Patricia Gallagher) run around the planet, 
pursued by dinosaur-sized lizards. The star of 
the film, the Tyranosaur, was, in reality, a 
gila monster. 

Producer-Director: Gordon. Screenplay: 
Tom Gries, from a story by Gordon and Al 
Zimbalist. Special Effects: Howard 
Anderson. Narrated by Marvin Miller. 


KRONOS 
20th Century-Fox (1957), B&W, 78 min. 

A gigantic, energy-eating machine lands 
on Earth іп а spacehip. The vehicle attracts 
the attention of California Science Institute 
employees Les (Jeff Morrow), Culver 
(George O'Hanlon), Eliot (John Emery) and 
Les’ fiance, Vera (Barbara Lawrence). Les, 
Culver and Vera fly to Mexico where the 
object has crashed. Eliot remains at the lab, 
conducting research. The next morning, a 
mammoth robot-creature arises from the 
ocean and annihilates power plants. 
Meanwhile, Eliot is controlled by the invader 
via telepathy and forced to kill a psychiatrist 
(Morris Ankrum) who accidentally discovers. 
Kronos’ (the marching robot monster) 
power. 

Nothing stops the metal thing. It absorbs 
energy. The more destructive the power 
tossed its way, the more powerful it 
becomes. (Only so-so special effects mar 
Kronos’ effectiveness since most of the 
destruction scenes portray the bottom of 
Kronos with cartoon animation.) Eliot dies, 
but the surviving three heroes reverse 
Kronos’ polarity. They short-circuit the thing 
and force its power back to its control center 
in a boomerang fashion. Kronos is done-in 
with a bang. 

Producer-Director: Kurt Neumann. 
Associate Producers and Special Effects: 
Jack Rabin, Irving Block and Louis DeWitt. 
Screenplay: Block. Music: Paul Sawtell. 

Supporting players: Robert Shayne, John 
Parrish. 


LASERBLAST 
Yablans (1977), Technicolor 

Two lizard-like aliens (animated by David 
Allen) kill an alien criminal. The criminal 
leaves behind a strange laser rifle which falls 
into the hands of Earth teen Billy (Kim 
Milford). The more Billy uses the weapon, 
the more of an alien he becomes. Girlfriend 
Kathy (Cheryl Smith) and kindly Dr. Mellon 
(Roddy McDowell) try to puta halt to Billy's 
Jekyll and Hyde transformation. They fail and 
the original aliens return to destroy yet 
another criminal creature . . . transformed 
Billy. 

Producer: Charles Band. Director: Michael 
Rae. Screenplay: Franne Schact and Frank 
Ray Perilli. Makeup: Steve Neill. Effects 
Supervision: David Allen. 


LLEGARON LOS MARCIANOS (THE 
MARTIANS ARRIVED) 
Epoca/ Dario (1964), B&W, 95 min. 

An Italian-Spanish co-production, this 
comedy concerns a group of humanoid 
Martians who land on Earth. They like it so 
much, they decide to stay and settle down. 

Directors: Pipolo and Franco Castellano. 
Screenplay: Castellano, G. Moccia and 
Leonardo Martin. Music: Ennio Morricone. 

Cast; Paolo Panelli, Alfredo Landa, Jose 
Calvo. 


THE LITTLE PRINCE 
Paramount (1974), Technicolor, 88 min. 
The Little Prince (Steven Warner) lives on 
an asteroid in the company of a talking rose. 
The child decides to visit other worlds and 
learn of life in the cosmos. Pulled by birds 
through space, the Little Prince arrives on 
Earth. A Pilot (Richard Kiley), who has crash- 
landed on unfamiliar turf, encounters the tiny 
tot from space. Between the two of them, 
the true value of life is found. On the way, 
however, the pair confront The Snake (Bob 
Fosse), The Fox (Gene Wilder), The King 
(Joss Ackland), The Businessman (Clive 
Revill) and The Historian (Victor Spinetti). 
The young alien dies, but, like true fairy tales, 
his death only serves to heighten the positive 
intensity of the Pilot’s lesson in life. 
Producer-Director: Stanley Donen. 
Screenplay and Lyrics: Alan Jay Lerner. 
Music: Frederic Loewe. Based on the story 
by Antoine de Saint Exupery. Special Effects: 
Thomas Howard. 


THE LOVE WAR 
Paramount (1970), Color TV-film, 90 min. 
airtime 

Two alien teams, sent to Earth as 
representatives of their warring planets, must 
fight a duel to the death on neutral territory. 
Kyle (Lloyd Bridges) falls in love with Sandy 
(Angie Dickinson). He's an Argonian and 
she’s a Zinian spy. 

Producer: Aaron Spelling. Director: 
George McCowan. Screenplay: Guerdon 
Trueblood and David Kidd. Music: Dominic 
Frontiere. 

Supporting players: Harry Basch, Bill 
McClean. 


THE MAN FROM PLANET X 
United Artists (1950), B&W, 70 min. 

An amazing little SF drama, shot in only 
five days. Director Edgar Ulmer creates some 
of the most amazing mood scenes of fog- 
enshrouded countrysides ever concocted in 
an SF film, and the screenplay was the FIRST 
to feature a non-human alien investigating 
this planet. An egg-headed alien from Planet 
X lands his spacecraft in a marshy English 
glade. His purpose? Presumably peaceful, 
until he is assaulted by a scientist who wishes 
to advance mankind by obtaining “the 
secrets of the stars” from the tiny alien. The 
alien is captured and tortured by the 
deranged do-gooder. But the alien retaliates 
with а mind-control ray. 

Producer-Screenplay: Aubrey Wisberg and 
Jack Pollefen. Director: Edgar Ulmer. Music: 
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Charles Koff. Special Effects: Andy Ander- 
son and Howard Weeks. Art Direction: 
Angelo Scibetti. Cinematography: John L. 
Russel. 

Cast: Robert Clarke, William Schallert, 
Margaret Field, Raymond Bond, Roy Engel, 
Charles Davis. 


MAN IN THE MOON 
Gaum (1909), French Silent short, 317 
feet, B&W. 

А man takes to space іп a balloon and 
encounters a horde of winking, smiling stars, 
planets and the Moon. 


MAN IN OUTER SPACE 
American-International (1964), B&W, 85 
min. (Czech, 1961, 96 min.) 

A selfish, modern-day man is rocketed to a 
faraway planet. He returns to Earth twenty 
centuries later and attempts to become a 
super-capitalist. He is thwarted by a pesky 
alien he has brought back with him from his 
rocket journey. 

Producer: Rudolf Wolf. Director: Oldrich 
Lipsky. Screenplay: Lipsky and Zdenek 
Blaha. Music: Ladislav Simon. Electronic 
Effects: Zdenek Liska. 

Cast: Milos Kopecky, Radovan Lukavsky, 
Vit Olmer. 


© United Artists Corp. 
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THE MAN WHO FELL TO EARTH 
Cinema Five (1976), Color and 
Panavision, 117 min. 

An alien comes to Earth to acquire water 
for his arid planet. The alien, Thomas 
Jerome Newton (David Bowie), needs 
capital to finance his mission. He delivers 
plans for advanced electronics inventions to 
patent lawyer Oliver Farnsworth (Buck 
Henry). His inventions earn him enough 
money to construct a water-transporting 
spaceship, but they also make him one of the 
tichest, most famous and envied men on 
Earth. 

The mystery of Newton's brilliance, 
together with his reclusive behavior, spurs his 
enemies to investigate his lifestyle in a super- 
CIA manner. His Earthgirlfriend, Mary Lou 
(Candy Clarke), and Farnsworth are bribed, 
leaving the gentle creature alone and 
unguarded. He is kidnapped and tested. His 
eyes (feline-like and concealed by contact 
lenses) are damaged, while his body (covered 
with a human skin-shell) is tortured, and he 
becomes Earthbound forever. Finally, he is 
released. But he remains a rich, lonely, 
shattered soul, separated forever from his 
alien family and tormented by visions of their 
death on his desert homeland. 

Director: Nicholas Roeg. Screenplay: Paul 
Mayersberg, from the novel by Walter Tevis. 
Music: John Phillips. Makeup: Linda De 
Vetta. Special Effects: P.S. Ellenshaw. 

Supporting players: Rip Torn as Nathan 
Bryce, Bernie Casey as Peters, Linda Hutton 
as Elain, Rick Ricardo as Trevor. 


MARS NEEDS WOMEN 
American-International (1966), Color, 80 
min. 

А love-starved Martian (Tommy Kirk) 
comes to Earth to seek a mate in this teen- 
oriented comedy. He finds plenty of pretty 
young things to choose from. 

Producer-Director-Screenplay: Larry 
Buchanan. 

Supporting players: Yvonne Craig, Warren 
Hammack, Roger Ready. 
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A MESSAGE FROM MARS 
United Kingdom Films (1913), Silent, 4000 
feet 


Ramiel (E. Holman Clark) is sent from his 
home planet, Mars, by his King to save an 
Earthly sinner. Spying а likely subject 
(Charles Hawtrey) at a Punch and Judy 
show, the Martian acts like an avenging 
angel. 

Producer:Nicholson Ormsby-Scott. 
Director-Screenplay: J. Wellett Waller, 

Supporting players: Crissie Bell, Frank 
Hector, Hubert Willis. 


METEOR MONSTER 

Also known as: Teenage Monster 
Howco International (1957), B&W, 65 
min. 

Rays from a space meteor turn a boy intoa 
hairy monster. His mother tries to keep him 
hidden in the basement, but when the bodies 
start to pile up, the police get suspicious. 
Producer-Director: Jacques Marquette. 
Screenplay: Ray Buffum. Music: Walter 
Green. Makeup: Jack Pierce. 

Cast: Anne Gwynne, Gloria Costello, 
Gilbert Perkins (as the teen creature). 


THE MAN WHO FELL TO EARTH 
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MISSILE TO THE MOON 
Astor (1959), B&W, 78 min. 

А couple of escaped convicts stow away 
on a rocket headed for the Moon. The rocket 
lands safely, and the gangsters escape. Both 
the explorers and the crooks encounter a 
group of rock creatures, Then they run 
across a hidden civilization of beautiful 
Moonwomen in mesh stockings. After 
fighting off a couple of giant spiders, the men 
decide that the Moon isn’t such ап awful 
place after all. 

Producer: Marc Frederic. Director: Richard 
Cunha. Screenplay: H.E. Barrie and Vincent 
Fotre. Music: Nicholas Carras. Makeup: 
Harry Thomas. Special Effects: Ira Anderson 
and Harold Banks. 

Cast: Richard Travis, Gary Clarke, Michael 
Whalen, Cathy Downs, Laurie Mitchell, Nina 
Bara, Tommy Cook, K.T. Stevens. 


MISSION MARS 
Allied Artists (1968), Color, 87 min. 
Astronauts Mike Blaiswick (Darren 
McGavin), Nick Grant (Nick Adams), Edith 
Blaiswick (Heather Hewit) and Chuck (Chuck 
Zink) lands on Mars and encounter a race of 
living, phosphorous spheres and a group of 
mechanical creatures called Polarites. 
Producer: Mortin Fallick and Everett | 
Rosenthal. Director: Nick Webster. 
Screenplay: Mike St. Clair, from a story by 
Aubrey Wisberg. Music: Berde Kalajin and 
Gus Paradalis. Special Effects: Haberstroh 
Studios. 


MISSION STARDUST 
Times Films (1968), Color, 95 min. 

Perry Rhodan (Lang Jeffries) lands his 
crew on the Moon and finds an alien rocket 
with a girl astronaut on board. 

Producer: Aitor/PEA/Theumer Films. 
Director: Primo Zeglio. Music: Anton Garcia 
Abril. Screenplay: K.H. Vogeman and 
Frederico d'Urrutia. 

Supporting players: Essy Persson, Luis 
Davilla, Daniel Martin. 


THE MONOLITH MONSTERS 
Universal (1957), B&W, 77 min. 

After a meteor shower, а man picks up a 
rock fragment. The next day he is 
found—turned to stone. A little girl brings 
home a piece of the meteor. Later, her house 
is found buried under a ton of rocks—with 
her parents as solid as rock. Dave Miller 
(Grant Williams), his fiance teacher Cathy 
Barret (Lola Albright) and college professor 
Arthur Flanders (Trevor Bardette) mull over 
these strange events when a sudden thunder 
storm reveals the answer. 

During the shower, the space rock begins 
to grow to skyscraper size. The water makes 
the meteor fragments mushroom into ever- 
splitting, ever-multiplying moving 
avalanches. (The folks were turned to stone 
because these rocks need moisture to live, 
and when there's no rain, a liquid-filled body 
will do in a pinch.) The moving wall of rock 
descends upon the town. As one section 
topples from the tallest rocks, another new 
monolith springs from below. Miller and 
Flanders figure that salt will stop the rocksand 
turn them into ordinary Earth rocks. Luckily 
the town is surrounded by a former sea bed. 
Adam із blown up and the monoliths are 
caught and perish in a torrent of salt water. 

Producer: Howard Christie. Director: John 
Sherwood. Screenplay: Norman Jolley and 
Robert M. Fresco, from а story by Jack 
Arnold and Fresco. Makeup: Bud Westmore. 
Music; Joseph Gershenson. Special Effects: 
Clifford Stine. 

Supporting players: William Schallert, Les 
Tremayne. 


MONSTER ZERO 
Maron (1970), Color, Tohoscope, 96 min. 
(Toho, 1965) 

Aliens attempt to take over the bodies of 
Godzilla and Rodan, plan to send them to 
their home planet as prisoners and bring 
Ghidrah along to destroy the Earth. Their 
plans fail after the two Japanese monsters 
battle the three-headed dragon. 

Producer: Tomoyuki Tanaka. Director: 
Inoshiro Honda. Music: Akira Ifukube. 
Special Effects: Eiji Tsuburaya. 

Cast: Nick Adams, Akira Takarada, Akira 
Kubo, 


MOON MAN 
British Silent Short (1905), B&W 

The moon looks down on Earth. The Man 
In The Moon comes alive and makes faces 
at the camera. 


MOON PILOT 
Buena Vista (1962), Technicolor, 98 min. 
After Charlie the space chimp orbits the 
Moon, he becomes erratic in 
temperament— Moonstruck. This doesn’t 
thrill astronaut Richmond Talbot (Tom 
Tryon) who's scheduled to make the same 
flight. Enter the mysterious, beautiful Lyrae 
(Dany Saval) who is an alien from the planet 
Beta Lyrae. She warns Talbot of the danger 
of “proton rays,” which have caused Charlie 
to become unhinged. She gives Talbot a 
secret formula to coat his craft. The ship 
takes off, and he’s protected from Moon 
madness. One hitch: he’s fallen for the alien. 
As the ship sails through space, he radios 
back to Earth that before he stops at the 
Moon, he's going to take a side trip to 
another planet to visit his fiance's family. His 
fiance? Why, the alien girl at the controls 
with him, naturally. 


Photo: © Universal Pictures 
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Two scenes from MISSILE ТО THE MOON. 


Producers: Walt Disney and Bill Anderson. 
Director: James Neilsen. Screenplay: 
Maurice Tombraegal, based on a novel by 
Robert Buckner. Music: Paul Smith. Special 
Effects: Eustace Lycett. 

Supporting players: Edmund O’Brien as 
McClosky, Tommy Kirk as Walt Talbot, Brian 
Keith as Vanneman. 


MOONSTRUCK 
Pathe (1909), French Silent Short, Hand- 
Colored 

А drunk falls asleep and dreams he is 
transported to the Moon, where he does 
battle with а horde of tiny Мооптеп. 


MR. KRANE 
NBC (1957), B&W, 54 min. 

In the distant year of 1962, a distinguished 
alien (Sir Cedric Hardwicke) lands on Earth 
equipped with a force-field and gives Earth an 
ultimatum concerning its violent ways. This 
film was originally shown as an installment of 
Matinee Theater, a weekly TV show. 

Supporting players: John Hoyt, Peter 
Hansen. 


MUTINY IN OUTER SPACE 
Allied Artists/Woolner (1964), B&W, 85 
min. 

А space station is attacked by a mysterious 
fungus which not only covers the station 
itself, but also lethally seeks out crew 
members. Major Towers (William Leslie), 
Faith Montaie (Dolores Faith) and their 
commander (Glen Langan) determine that 
the fungus comes from the Moon. Where it 
will stop, no one knows. But the inhabitants 
of the station must kill it before it spreads to 
Earth. 

Producers: Hugo Grimaldi and Arthur С. 
Pierce. Director: Grimaldi. Screenplay: 
Pierce. Musical Director: Gordon Zahler. 
Cinematography: Archie Dalzell. 

Supporting players: Richard Garland, 
Harold Lloyd, Jr., James Dobson, Pamela 
Curren. 


THE MYSTERIANS 

First released by Toho as: Earth Defense 
Forces 

RKO (1959), Cinemascope and 
Eastmancolor, 89 min. 

Probably Toho Studio's finest hour, The 
Mysterians is а tale of an alien attack. The 
aliens from the planet Mysteroid need 
women to replenish the dwindling ranks of 
their young. They set up a war camp on the 
Moon and assault Earth via a barrage of 
death rays and gigantic robots. The 
Mysterians then set up a base on Earth in 
underground caverns. Earth forces devise a 
space warship that rivals the Mysterians’ fleet 
of saucer-like vehicles. An air war of the 
worlds is fought. The Mysterians are 
defeated and the Earth gets to keep its 
women. 

Producer: Tomoyuki Tanaka. Director: 
Inoshiro Honda. Screenplay: Takeshi 
Kimura, from a story by Jojiro Akami. Music: 
Akira Ifukube. Special Effects: Eiji 
Tsuburaya. 

Cast: Kenji Sahara as Joji Аїѕиті, Jumi 
Shirakawa as Etsuki Shirasishi, Momoko 
Kochi, Takashi Shimura, Akihiko Hirata. 


MYSTERIOUS ISLAND 
Columbia (1950), 15-episode serial, 30 
reels, B&W, 480 min. 

А strange updating of Jules Verne's initial 
concept. Captain Nemo (Leonard Penn) 
battles Rulu (Karen Randle) in 1865. Rulu, a 
dangerous lady from the planet Mercury, 
lands іп а spaceship and brandishes ray guns 
like there was no tomorrow. Supe: -scientist 
Nemo aids victims of the Mercurians with a 
host of electronic aids, including super- 
submarine Nautilus and a machine that 
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enables Nemo to walk through solid objects. 
Producer: Sam Katzman. Director: 
Spencer Bennett. Screenplay: Lewis Clay, 
Royal K. Cole and George Plimpton. Musical 
Director: Mischa Bakaleinikoff. 
Supporting players: Richard Crane, Gene 
Roth, Marshall Reed. 


NIGHT SLAVES 


Warners (1970), Color, TV-film, 90 min. 

Aliens hypnotize humans to work nights in 
order to repair the aliens’ damaged 
spaceship. 

Producer: Everett Chambers for Bing 
Crosby Productions. Director: Ted Post. 
Screenplay: Chambers and Robert Specht. 
Music: Bernaro Segall. 

Cast: James Franciscus, Lee Grant, Scott 
Marlowe, Leslie Nielsen. 


NOT OF THIS EARTH 
Allied Artists (1958), B&W, 67 min. 

Space beings from Davanna attempt an 
Earth invasion by dispatching a single 
invader —a blank-eyed vampire. He arrives 
via matter-transmission and stalks victims 
with telepathic powers and a bat-like 
monster. 

Producer-Director: Roger Corman. 
Screenplay: Charles Griffith and Mark 
Hanna. Music: Ronald Stein. Special Effects: 
Paul Blaisdell. 

Cast: Paul Birch as the alien, Beverly 
Garland, Jonathan Haze, Morgan Jones, 
Dick Miller. 


NIGHT OF THE BIG HEAT 

Also known as: /s/and of the Burning 
Doomed and Island of the Burning 
Damned 

Planet (Britain, 1967), Color, 97 min. 

This film owed much to the presence of 
powerful actors Peter Cushing and 
Christopher Lee. A horde of alien 
protoplasmic creatures take over a small 
island and cause a winter heatwave. The 
creatures kill by incinerating humans. 

Eventually, the aliens “overboil” the 
atmosphere and generate a rainstorm which 
melts them. 

Producer: Tom Blakely. Director: Terrence 
Fisher. Screenplay: Ronald Likes and Pip and 
Jane Baker. Music: Malcolm Lockyear. 

Supporting players: Percy Herbert, Jane 
Merror, Patrick Allen. 


NIGHT OF THE BLOOD BEAST 
American- International (1958), B&W, 65 
min. 

Astronaut John Corcoran (Michael 
Emmet) returns to Earth dead, after being the 
first space cadet to breach the Van Allen 
radiation belt. Scientists Dave Randall (Ed 
Nelson), Steve Wymann (John Baer) and 
photographer Donna Bixby (Georgiana 
Carter) soon notice that his corpse is roaming 
the grounds of the space center. The 
astronaut-zombie cuts off the electricity and 
isolates the base from the rest of the world. 
He also removes Steve's head. Аз it turns 


out, zombie John is going to be a mother! 
Inside his body are seven little space 
creatures, and a big fellow in a nearby cave is 
supervising the pregnancy. 

Producer: Gene Corman. Director: Bernard 
Kowalski. Screenplay: Martin Varno, froma 
story by Corman. Music: Alexander Laszlo. 


THE PEOPLE 
American Zoetrope (1972), Color, TV- 
film, 90 min. air time 

A teacher encounters seemingly ordinary 
valley people who possess amazing mental 
powers. The people are aliens who have been 
stranded on Earth after a malfunction in their 
spaceship led to a crash-landing. 

Producer: Gerald Isenberg. Director: John 
Korty. Screenplay: James М. Miller. Music: 
Carmen Coppola. 

Cast: William Shatner, Kim Darby, Dan 
O'Herlihy, Diane Varsi. 


THE PHANTOM PLANET 
American- International (1962), Color, 82 
min. 

After being caught in a meteor shower, the 
spaceship Pegasus ІУ drifts in space. 
Astronauts Frank Chapman (Dean 
Fredericks) and Lt. Makonnen arrange to 
make repairs but Makonnen is lost in space 
while making the attempt. Chapman barely 
manages to reach a nearby asteroid. He 
breathes the atmosphere and shrinks to 
microscopic size. He meets the alien 
populations of the planet— tiny humanoids 
who use the asteroid as their spaceship. 
Seaom (Francis X. Bushman) and Herron 
(Anthony Dexter) are chief pilots of the rock. 
The only flaw in their society is a local 
monster who periodically makes off with 
some of the slower-moving population. 
Chapman becomes part of the small society 
and watches his ship float into space, 
unmanned. 

Producer: Fred Gebhart. Director: William 
Marshall. Screenplay: William Telaak, Fred 
De Gorter and Gebhardt. Music: Hayes 
Pagel. Makeup: Dave Newal. 

Supporting players: Dolores Faith, Coleen 
Gray and Richard Kiel as the monster. 


PHANTOM FROM SPACE 
United Artists (1953), B&W, 72 min. 

An invisible humanoid alien crash-lands 
оп Earth in a saucer near the Griffith 
Observatory. He immediately kills a few 
picnickers. In order to survive on Earth, he 
must wear a special helmet that contains air 
from his own world. The alien is trapped in 
the observatory by scientists who throw 
infra-red light on him, thus rendering him 
visible. The creature is caught with his 
proverbial pants down and his helmet off. He 
falls from a scaffold and dies. 

Producer-Director: W. Lee Wilder. 
Screenplay: Bill Raynor and Myles Wilder, 
from a story by Wilder. Music: William Lava. 
Special Effects: Alex Welden and Howard 
Anderson. 

Cast: Ted Cooper, Noreen Nash, Jim 
Bannon, Michael Mark. 


PINOCCHIO IN OUTER SPACE 
Universal (1965), Color, 71 min. 

An animated look at Pinocchio’s space-age 
adventures. After he misbehaves, Pinny is 
turned back into a puppet by a blue fairy. He 
redeems himself as the Buck Rogers of wood 
by saving Earth from an invasion instigated 
by a space whale. He is aided by an alien 
turtle and a brief pit stop on Mars. 

Producers: Norm Prescott and Fred Ladd. 
Director: Ray Goossens. Screenplay: Fred 
Laderman, from а story by Prescott. Music: 
Fred Leonard, H. Dobbelaere and E. 
Schurmann. Songs: Robert Sharp and 
Arthur Korb 

Voices: Arnold Stang, Conrad Jameson, 
Minerva Pious. 


PLANET OF STORMS 
PLANETA BURG 
Leningrad (1962), Color 

Never shown in this country in its full form, 
this Russian film was carved into two 
American features, Voyage To The 
Prehistoric Planet and Voyage To The Planet 
Of Prehistoric Women. It's a colorful tale of a 
group of Russian cosmonauts who land on 
Venus with their loyal robot and find a race of 
aliens, lizard people, killer plants and 
dinosaurs. 

Director: Klushantsev. Screenplay: 
Alexander Kazantsev and Pavel Klushantsev. 
Cast: Kyunna Ignatova, Yurie Sarantsev, 

Vladimir Yemelianov. 


PLANET OF THE VAMPIRES 


PLANET OF THE VAMPIRES 
American - International (1965), Color, 85 
min. 

А spaceship lands on a misty planet, and 
‘the crew encounters more than they 
bargained for. There’s vampirism afoot, and 
not only the physical kind. Aliens begin 
taking over the minds of the astronauts. After 
a good deal of physical доге and mental 
torture, the mind-controlling aliens plan to 
dispatch the zombie space explorers back to 
Earth where their telepathic control can 
prosper among the unwary citizens. 

Producer: Fulvio Lucisano. Director: Mario 
Bava. Original screenplay: Castillo Cosulich, 
Antonio Roman, Rafael J. Salvia and Bava. 
English screenplay: Ib Melchior and Louis М. 
Heyward, Music: Gino Marinuzzi. 

Cast: Barry Sullivan as Captain Mark 
Markary, Norman Bengell as Sanya; Angel 
Aranda, Ivan Rassimov, Evi Morandi. 
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PLANETS AGAINST US 

Also known as: The Man With The 
Yellow Eyes and The Hands Of A Killer 
Manley (1961), B&W, 85 min. 

This Italian-French co-production presents 
an invasion vanguard composed of alien 
humanoid robots who all possess the same 
face (Michel Lemoine’s). The robots traverse 
Europe, causing natural disasters, 
hypnotizing victims with their dayglo eyes 
and disintegrating humans with a touch of 
their hands. A mothership arrives and 
destoys the renegade robot team with a well- 
aimed death ray. 

Producers: Alberto Chimenz and Vico 
Pavoni. Director: Romano Ferrera. 
Screenplay: Ferrara and Piero Pierotti. 
Music: Armando Tovajoli. 

Supporting Player: Jany Clair. 
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PLAN NINE FROM OUTER SPACE 
DCA (1956), B&W, 73 min. 

After striking out eight times, space 
demons try to conquer Earth for the ninth 
occasion. They arrive in a makeshift 
spacecraft and attempt to create a race of 
astro-zombies by bringing the dead back to 
life. The aliens are fairly stock-horror-film 
caricatures—a mysterious woman in black 
(Vampira) and a bald, muscled slave (Tor 
Johnson). The aliens’ Plan Nine proves a 
bust like the previous eight. 

Bela Lugosi appears in the film, but more in 
spirit than in form. Bela’s footage (as the lead 
zombie) was nipped from another film (which 
was never completed) and inserted into this 
one in an effort to capitalize on his death. As 
aresult, he is seen walking repeatedly 
through a field, face half-hidden by a black 
cape. 

Producer-Director-Screenplay: Edward О. 
Wood, Jr. Music: Gordon Zahler. 

Supporting Players: Lyle Talbot, Mono 
McKinnon, Gregory Walcott. 


THE PURPLE MONSTER STRIKES 
Republic (1945), a 15-episode serial, 37 
reels, B&W. 

Later released іп 100 min. form as D-Day On 
Mars in 1966, this serial was one of the first to 
feature a humanoid alien, in this case Mota. 
Martian Mota (Roy Barcroft) and his mate 
(Mary Moore) land their Flash Gordon-like 
craft on Earth with a plan of mass 
destruction. Using vials of Martian 
atmosphere, Mota the Purple Monster 
becomes an invisible invader and takes over 
the bodies of the humans he does in. Mota 
works оп a lethal ray device, an electro- 
annihilator (which never does too much 
damage) and communicates to Mars via a 
“distance eliminator” —known today as a 
closed-circuit TV. 

Directors: Spencer Bennett and Fred 
Brannon. Screenplay: Royal Cole, Albert De 
Mond, Basil Dickey, Barney Sarecky, Lynn 
Perkins and Joseph Poland, Musical 
Director: Richard Cherwin. Special Effects: 
Howard and Theodore Lydecker. 

Supporting players: Dennis Moore, Linda 
Stirling, Kenne Duncan, Anthony Warde. 


QUEEN OF BLOOD 
American-International (1966), Color, 81 
min. 
The Queen of Mars (Florence Marly) is а 
vampiric lass who must have blood to 
survive. Pity the poor crewmembers of a 
spaceship who bring her back to Earth and 
discover her secret. The astronauts (John 
Saxon, Dennis Hopper, Judi Merideth and 
Forrest J, Ackerman) turn to space scientist 
Dr. Farraday (Basil Rathbone) for help. 
Eventually, the Queen accidentally does 
herself in. Cutting herself slightly, she bleeds 
to death. However, she does leave behind a 
nest of Martian eggs. 

Producer: George Edwards. Director- 
Screenplay: Curtis Harrington. Makeup: 
William Condos. Music: Leonard Moran. 


Allied Artists Pictures Corp. 
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QUEEN OF OUTER SPACE 
Allied Artists (1958), Technicolor, 
Cinemascope, 80 min. 

Four astronauts, led by Captain Patterson 
(Eric Fleming), land on Venus and run into a 
race of delightfully ravishing Amazons (aliens 
who look more like chorus girls than potential 
threats). The civilization is ruled by a masked 
queen, Talleah (Zsa Zsa Gabor), who has a 
pleasant voice but a bad temper. Besides 
being inhabited by leggy warriors, Venus also 
offers large, sluggish beetles. A 
confrontation between Patterson and the 
Queen results in her being unmasked. Her 
face is a visage resembling Lon Chaney Sr.’s 
after a hard night at the opera house. 

Producer: Ben Schwalb. Director: Edward 
Bernds. Screenplay: Charles Beaumont, 
from a story by Ben Hecht. Music: Marlin 
Skiles. Makeup: Emile La Vigne. 

Supporting players: Laurie Mitchell, Paul 
Birch, Lisa Davis. 


RADAR MEN FROM THE MOON 
Republic (1952), a 12-episode serial, 24 
reels, B&W, 384 min. 

Re-released as a 100-minute feature in 1966 
as Retik the Moon Menace, this SF cliff- 
hanger pitted Moonman Retik (Roy 
Barcroft) against human rocketman 
Commander Cody (George Wallace). Retik 
has an underground haven on the Moon, but 
he wants to move on to the Earth with the aid 
of his atomic guns. Commander Cody, on the 
other hand, would like nothing better than to 
don his bullet-shaped metal helmet and his 
rocket-powered back-pack and nip the 
invasion in the bud. He does. 

Director: Fred C. Brannon. Screenplay: 
Ronald Davidson. Music: Stanley Wilson, 
Special Effects: Howard and Theodore 
Lydecker. 

Supporting players: Clayton Moore, Tom 
Steele, William Bakewell. 
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ROBINSON CRUSOE ON MARS 
Paramount (1964), Technicolor, 109 min. 

Director Byron (War of the Worlds) Haskin 
concocted visual whammies galore in this 
update of the classic tale of survival by Daniel 
Defoe. Astronauts Christopher Draper (Paul 
Mantee), Col. Dan MacReady (Adam West) 
and their “test monkey Mona crash on 
Mars. Only Mona and Draper survive. They 
discover a humanoid alien, Friday (Vic 
Lundin), held captiye by alien slave owners 
who are mining on Mars. Draper helps Friday 
escape and they are pursued by sleek, flying 
machines that resemble the Martian 
deathships in War of the Worlds. They elude 
the search parties and reach safety at the 
Martian polar cap. 

Producer: Aubrey Schenck. Director: 
Byron Haskin. Screenplay: Ib Melchior and 
John C. Higgens. Music: Nathan Van Cleave. 
Makeup: Wally Westmore and Bud Bashaw. 
Special Effects: Lawrence W. Butler. 


RED PLANET MARS 
United Artists (1952), B&W, 87 тіп. 

The aliens are never actually seen in this 
film, but hero Chris (Peter Graves) does make 
contact with a ruler of Mars, who describes 
his planet as Utopian. 

Producer: Anthony Veiller. Director: Harry 
Horner. Screenplay: John Balderston and 
Veiller. Music: David Chudnow. 

Supporting players: Andrea King, Marvin 
Miller, Morris Ankrum, Gene Roth. 


THE ROCKET MAN 
20th Century-Fox (1954), B&W, 79 тіп. 

A little boy is the only one who can see a 
friendly spaceman from beyond, which 
makes for some complications in the boy's 
life. 

Producer: Leonard Goldstein. Director: 
Oscar Rudolph. Screenplay: Lenny Bruce 
and Jack Henley, from a story by George W. 
George and George F. Slavin. Music: Lionel 
Newman. 

Supporting players: Charles Coburn, 
Spring Byington, Anne Francis, John Agar, 
Beverly Garland, Stanley Clements, Emory 
Parnell, and George “Foghorn” Winslow as 
the boy. 
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ROCKETSHIP X-M 
Also known as: Expedition Moon 
Lippert (1950), B&W with tinted 
sequences, 78 min. Currently distributed 
by Wade Williams Productions. 
Rocketship X-M blasts off for the Moon 
with pilot Floyd Oldham (Lloyd Bridges), fuel 
expert Lisa Van Horn (Osa Massen), 
astronomer Harry Chamberlain (Hugh 
O'Brien), scientist Karl Eckstrom (John 
Emery) and navigator Bill Corrigan (Noah 
Beery Јг.). The spacecraft is damaged during 
a meteor shower. A change іп fuel mixture 
causes the ship to accelerate beyond the 
Moon and towards Mars. On the red planet, 
the crew discover radioactive ruins of a once 
highly developed civilization. They are 
attacked by mutated Martians who are 
survivors of a nuclear holocaust. The aliens 
have reverted to stone-age primitives and 
only Lisa, Floyd and an injured Harry survive 
an attack by the creatures. 
Producer-Director: Kurt Neuman. 
Screenplay: Neuman, from his two original 
screenplays, Journey to the Unknown and 
None Came Back. Music: Ferde Grofe. 
Cinematography: Karl Struss. Special 
Effects: Jack Rabin and Irving Block. 
Supporting Players: Katherine Marlowe, 
John Dutra, Sherry Moreland, Patrick Ahern 
and Morris Ankrum as Ог. Fleming. 
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THE ROCKY HORROR PICTURE 
SHOW 

20th Century-Fox (1975), Eastmancolor, 
100 min. 

Janet Weiss (Susan Sarandon) and Brad 
Majors (Barry Bostwick) stumble across the 
castle of Dr. Frank М. Furter (Tim Curry). 
Frank is an alien, a “sweet Transvestite’ 
from the planet Transexual in the galaxy of 
Transylvania. He's here on Earth to make а 
man, literally. His final creation, Rocky 
Horror, is the ultimate handsome youth 
culture figure, who has problems with the 
powers of his unleashed libido. 

Janet and Brad go through a mental and 
sexual awakening with Frank's co- 
aliens—including Magenta (Patricia Quinn) 
and Riff Raff (Richard O'Brien), whose 
credo is “Don't dream it; ВЕ it.” The aliens 
destroy themselves in a classic example of 
science gone-too-far; Frank and Rocky go up 
іп smoke. 

Producer: Michael White. Director: Jim 
Sharman. Original music, lyrics and play: 
Richard O'Brien. Screenplay: Sharman and 
O'Brien. Special effects: Wally Veevers. 

Supporting players: Meatloaf as Eddie, 
Charles Gray as The Criminologist, Jonathan 
Dams as Professor Scott. 


ROCKY JONES: SPACE RANGER 
Reed (1952), B8 W. 

A series of Rocky Jones films were 
released by coupling three 26-minute 
episodes of the popular TV show in feature 
form. The movies featured the intergalactic 
gallavanting of Rocky (Richard Crane), Vena 
(Sally Mansfield), Biff (James Lydon), 
Juliandra (Ann Robertson) and Secretary 
Drake (Charles Merideth). The aliens they 
encountered were strictly humanoid (like 
Atilla the Hun-nish, Pinto Vertando). 

The movies in this series were: Beyond the 
Moon (1954), Blast Off (1954), The Cold Sun 
(1954), Clash of Moons (1954), Duel In Space 
(1954), Forbidden Moon (1953), Gypsy Moon 
(1953), Inferno Іп Space (1954), Magnetic 
Moon (1954), Manhunt In Space (1954), 
Menace From Outer Space (1954), Out Of 
This World (1954), The Robot Of Regalia 
(1954) and Silver Needle In the Sky (1954). 

Producer: Roland Reed. Directors: 
Hollingsworth Mores, William Eaudine and 
others. Screenplays: Clark Hittleman, 
Warren Wilson and others. 
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SANTA CLAUS’ BUSY DAY 
French (1906), B&W, Silent short. 

The Man in the Moon spies on Earth and 
watches Santa Claus prepare for Christmas. 


SANTA CLAUS CONQUERS THE 
MARTIANS 
Embassy (1964), Color, 82 min. 

Martians kidnap Santa Claus to placate 
Martian kids. 

Producer: Paul Jacobson. Director: 
Nicholas Webster. Screenplay: Glenville 
Mareth. 

Cast: John Call as Santa Claus, Leonard 
Hicks as the Martian, Vincent Beck, Leila 
Martin, Donna Conforti. 


SHIRLEY THOMPSON VS. THE 
ALIENS 

Kolossal (Australia, 1972), B&W 104 
min. 

Shirley Thompson (Jane Harders) learns 
that invisible aliens are trying to take over the 
Earth. The aliens communicate through a 
statue of the Duke of Edinburgh. No one will 
believe Shirley. 

Producer-Director: Jim Sharman. 
Screenplay: Sharman and Helmut Bakaitsi. 
Music: Ralph Tyrell. 

Supporting players: Tim Eliott, June Collis, 
Marion Johns. 


SKY SHIP 
Great Northern (1920)/Nordisk 
(Denmark, 1917), B&W, Silent feature. 

A modest adventure that seems to have 
been the forerunner of numerous mid-fifties 
SF potboilers. Astronauts land on Mars and 
discover a Utopian society, composed 
primarily of women. A female emissary is 
brought back to Earth where she is treated 
cruelly by the film's villain, who is ultimately 
struck by lightning. 

Director: Holger-Madsen. Screenplay: Ole 
Olsen and Sphus Michaelis. 
Cinematography: Louis Larsen. 

Cast: Zanny Petersen, Gunnar Tolnaes. 
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THE SPACE CHILDREN 
Paramount (1958), B&W, 69 min. 

Children of rocket experts and space 
scientists make contact with a gigantic blob 
from outer space. The space brain 
telepathically imparts a message of non- 
violence and gives the children special 
powers to stop the launching of a rocket with 
ahydrogen-bomb warhead. 

Producer: William Alland. Director: Jack 
Arnold. Screenplay: Bernard C. Schoenfeld, 
from a story by Tom Filer. Music: Nathan van 
Cleave. Makeup: Wally Westmore. Special 
Effects: John P. Fulton. 

Cast: Jackie Coogan as Hank Johnson, 
John Crawford as Ken Brewster; Adam 
Williams, Peggy Webber, Michael Ray, 
Richard Shannon, John Washbook. 


SPACE MASTER X-7 
20th Century-Fox (1957), B&W, 71 min. 

А space probe returns to Earth covered 
with an alien fungus. When the fungus is 
accidentally mixed with blood, it transforms. 
itself into an ever-growing mountain of 
dangerous blood rust. It devours humans 
until a decontamination dose destroys it. 
Producer: Bernard Glasser. Director: Edward 
Bernds. Screenplay: George Worthing Yates 
and Daniel Mainwaring. Music: Josef 
Zimanich. 

Cast: Bill Williams, Paul Frees, Robert Ellis, 
Moe Howard. 


SPACE MONSTER 
American-International (1965), Color, 80 
min. 

Space explorers land on a water-logged 
planet and are attacked by various sea 
monsters before they meet a tiny alien in а 
spaceship of his own. 

Producer: Burt Topper. Director- 
Screenplay: Leonard Katzman. Music: Marlin 
Skiles. 

Cast: Russ Bender, Baynes Barron; the 
alien produced by Don Post studios. 


STAR WARS 
20th Century-Fox (1977), Panavision and 
Technicolor 

Captured by the malevolent Dark Lord of 
the Sith, Darth Vader (David Prowse), and 
threatened by the power-mad Governor of 
the Imperial Outland regions, Grand Moff 
Tarkin (Peter Cushing), rebel Princess Leia 
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(Carrie Fisher) dispatches robots C-3P0 
(Anthony Daniels) and R2-D2 (Kenny Baker) 
on а top-secret mission 

The Princess has the plans to Tarkin's 
ultimate weapon, the Death Star—a mobile, 
gigantic space battleship. The robots are sent 
to find a respected veteran of the fight 
against the evil Galactic Empire— Obi-Wan 
Kenobi ( Sir Alec Guinness ). The robots, with 
the help of farmboy Luke Skywalker (Mark 
Hamill) find Kenobi on the planet Tatooine. 

The four set out to rescue the princess and 
enlist the aid of cynical space mercenary Han 
Solo (Harrison Ford) and his Wookie co- 
pilot Chewbacca (Peter Mayhew). Enroute, 
Kenobi teaches Luke the secrets of the 
omniscient Force. The Force was an 
amorphous strength used by the Old 
Republic's greatest warriors, The Jedi 
Knights. 

The group reach the Death Star and rescue 
Leia. Hounded by swarms of Stormtroopers 
they barely reach the safety of the craft, the 
Millénium Falcon. Kenobi chooses to remain 
behind, staging a light-sabre fight to the 
death with his former Jedi student, Darth 
Vader. Vader delivers a blow which slices 
through the folds of the old knight's tunic. 
Kenobi is gone. Із he dead? Did he езсар‹ 

The heroes blast off for the moon Yavin, 
where the rebel forces are assembled. With 
the Death Star plans, the rebels attack the 
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ship. Governor Tarkin, however, launches a 


lethal counter-attack. His forces are led by 
Darth. Luke blasts off with the rebel flyers. In 
the midst of the dogfight, Luke dives toward 
the Death Star target. He is guided by the 
voice of Kenobi. Vader, however, is on his 
tail. All seems doomed when Solo and 
Chewbacca swoop into battle. They knock 
Darth’s ship out of control. Luke scores а 
direct hit and, with Tarkin standing at the 
controls, the Death Star is blown apart. 

Melding the most spectacular SF hardware 
with action adventure cliches, director-writer 
Lucas introduced the world to some of the 
wildest aliens ever to grace the screen. Aside 
from the humanoids, Star Wars offered the 
Cantina aliens (everything under the sun, 
from wolfmen to plantmen), the Tusken 
Raiders (marauding sandpeople), the tiny 
Jawas (Tatooine scavengers), the Banthas 
(elephant-sized pack animals), Wookies 
(Chewbacca was one) and Greedo, a 
Cantina hit man. 

Producer: Gary Kurtz. Director- 
Screenplay: George Lucas. Music: John 
Williams. Miniatures and Special Effects: 
John Dykstra. Production and Mechanical 
Effects: John Stears. Makeup and Alien 
Designs: Stuart Freeborn. Additional Alien 
Designs: Ralph McQuarrie, Ron Cobb, Rick 
Baker. 
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STARSHIP INVASIONS 
Warners (1977), Color. 

Captain Rameses (Chris Lee) and his 
Legion of the Winged Serpent brigade, co- 
commanded by lovely Sagnac (Sherri Ross), 
are out to claim Earth for their dying race. 
Out to save Earth is an alien guard patrol 
located in the Bermuda triangle, the League 
of Races (part of a hidden Alien Galactic 
Center). LOR leaders Captain Anaxi (Daniel 
Pilon), Phi (Tiiu Leek) and Gazeth (Victoria 
Johnson) warn Rameses that he’s breaking 
galactic treaty rules. The alien villain 
responds by launching an invasion which 
telepathically drives Earthlings to suicide. The 
U.S. Army gets involved and shoots down 
the wrong sides’ saucer. 

Anaxi and Phi implore Professor Duncan 
(Robert Vaughn) to help them. Duncan's 
friend Malcolm (Henry Ramer) repairs the 
LOR saucer. Eventually, the two alien forces 
battle, with good triumphing. 

Producers: Ed Hunt and Ken Gord. 
Director-Screenplay: Ed Hunt. Makeup: 
Maureen Sweeney. Music: Gil Melle. 

Special Effects: Warren Keillor. Director of 
special effects: Dennis Pike. 

Supporting players; Doreen Lipson, Kate 
Parr, Ted Turner. 


SUPERMAN (animated) 
Paramount (1940-1943), Technicolor. 

Bud Collyer (Superman’s radio voice) 
provided the voice of Clark Kent and The 
Man of Steel in this series of cartoons by the 
Max Fleischer studios and based on the 
popular comic book character. Superman's 
animated adventures included: Superman 
(1941, Director: Dave Fleischer), The 
Mechanical Monsters (1941, Director: 
Seymour Kneitel), Billion Dollar Limited 
(1942, Director: Dave Fleischer), Destruction 
Inc. (1942, Director: Isidore Sparber), 
Electronic Earthquake (1942, Director: 
Fleischer), Showdown (1942, Director: 
Isidore Sparber), Terror On The Midway 
(1942, Fleischer), Arctic Giant (1942, 
Fleischer), The Eleventh Hour (1942, 
Director: Dan Gordon), The Japoteurs (1942, 
Director: Seymour Kneitel), The Magnetic 
Telescope (1942, Fleischer), Volcano (1942, 
Fleischer), Jungle Drums (1943, Gordon), 
Secret Agent (1943, Kneitel), The Mummy 
Strikes (1943, Sparber), The Underground 
World (1943, Kneitel). 


SUPERMAN 
Columbia (1948), a 15-episode serial, 30 
reels, B&W, 480 min. 

The first “геа!” appearance of Superman 
on the screen, this film depicted the Man of 
Steel's (Kirk Alyn) origins оп the planet 
Krypton, his growing-up years in Smallville, 
U.S.A. and his job as a reporter on the Daily 
Planet newspaper in Metropolis as Clark 
Kent. His chief foe is the Spider Lady, who 
plans to take over the world with a 
destruction ray. 

The cast included Noel Neill as Lois Lane, 
Tommy Boyd as Jimmy Olson, Carol Forman 
as the Spider Lady, Pierre Watkin as Perry 
White, Nelson Leigh as Jor-El, Luana Walters 
as Lara, Edward Cassidy and Virginia Caroll 
as Eban and Martha Kent, Alan Dinehart 11 as 
young Clark Kent, Ralph Hodges as teen-age 
Clark and George Meeker as Driller. 

Producer: Sam Katzman. Directors: 
Spencer Bennett and Thomas Carr. 
Screenplay: Arthur Ноел, Lewis Clay and 
Royal Cole. Music: Mischa Bakaleinikoff. 


SUPERMAN AND THE MOLE MEN 
Lippert (1951), B&W, 67 min. 

George Reeves’ first screen appearance аз 
the Man of Steel saw him defending a race of 
underground mole men who come to the 
surface after an oil drill invades their privacy. 
Although the folks from below are non- 
violent, townspeople attempt to destroy 
them. Superman intervenes and eventually 
works out a compromise. The underground 
citizens return to their hole-homes. 

The cast included Phyllis Coates as Lois 
Lane, Bill Curtis, Jack Branbury, Jerry 
Marvin and Tony Baris as the mole men, Jeff 
Corey as Luke Benson, Walter Reed as Bill 
Corrigan and Stanley Andrews as the sheriff. 

Producers: Robert Maxwell, Barney 
Sarecky. Director: Lee Sholem. Music: 
Darrel Calker. Screenplay by Richard 
Fielding. Special Effects: Ray Mercer. 

The feature proved enormously successful 
and other screen presentations were patched 
together from the hit TV show: Superman 
Flies Again (1954), Superman and the Jungle 
Devil (1954), Superman in Exile (1954), 
Superman and Scotland Yard (1954) and 
Superman's Peril (1954); all released by 
Twentieth Century-Fox. 

Superman and the Mole Men later 
appeared on TV as Unknown People. 


TARGET EARTH! 
Allied Artists (1954), B&W, 76 min. 

A nearly deserted city is populated by 
killer robots from Venus. They kill the 
remaining population with hideous death rays 
which are fired from their heads. A group of 
stragglers unite to outwit the murderous, 
machines, 
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Producer: Herman Cohen. Director: 
Sherman Rose. Screenplay: William Raynor. 
Music: Paul Dunlap. Special Effects: Dave 
Koehler. 

Supporting players: Kathleen Crowley as 
Nora, Richard Denning as Frank; Richard 
Reeves, Whit Bissell, House Peters, Virginia 
Grey. 


TEENAGERS FROM OUTER SPACE 
Warners (1959), B&W, 87 min. 

Derek (David Love) is the lead teen 
invader of humanoid aliens who plan to land 
on Earth in a fleet of flying suacers. Earth 
seems like a good place to breed their space 
cattle —large lobster monsters called 
gargons. (These beasts are never actually 
shown during the film, although their 
shadows make appearances.) Derek is an 
advance scout for his troop of star pilots. But 
he falls in love with Earth teen Betty Morgan 
(Dawn Anderson) and turns traitor by guiding 
his superiors’ fleet of saucers into the side of 
amountain. Unfortunately, he also destroys 
himself. 

Producer-Director-Screenplay: Tom 
Graeff. Special Effects: 

Supporting players: King Moody, Helen 
Sage, Harvey B. Dunn. 


THE TERRORNAUTS. 
Amicus (1966), Embassy (1967), Color, 75 
тїп. 

An entire scientific complex is transported 
to an asteroid. The space rock was once a 
fortress of a powerful alien race, but is now 
used as a robot's experimental lab. The robot 
subjects the Earth people to intelligence tests 
and gets them involved with a warring fleet of 
alien ships. The scientists use the fortress’ 
gadgetry to destroy the armada. 

Producers: Milton Subotsky and Max J. 
Rosenberg. Director: Montgomery Tully. 
Screenplay: John Brunner. Special Effects: 
Bowie films. 

Cast: Simon Oates as Dr. Joe Burke, Zena 
Marshall as Sandy Lund, Max Adrian as Dr. 
Henry Shore; Stanley Meadows, Charles 
Hawtrey, Patricia Hayes. 


THEY CAME FROM BEYOND 
SPACE 
Amicus/Embassy (1967), Color, 85 min. 

A meteor shower brings a horde of 
bodiless aliens to Earth. The aliens take over 
the bodies of factory workers in Cornwall, 
England. One human, however, has a plate in 
his head which prevents the aliens from 
telepathically controlling his mind. He and his 
girlfriend journey to the aliens’ headquarters 
оп the Moon, where they find the aliens 
using humans as slaves to repair their 
spaceships. 

Producers: Max J. Rosenberg and Milton 
Subotsky. Director: Freddie Francis. 
Screenplay: Subotsky. Music: James 
Stevens. Makeu 
Effects: Bowie films. 

Cast: Robert Hutton, Jennifer Jayne, Katy 
Wild, Bernard Kay, Michael Gough, Zia 
Mohyeddin 
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Warners 


THE THING ы 
RKO (1952), B&W, 86 тїп. 

A perfect alien invasion film, based upon 
John Campbell's Who Goes There? (written 
under the pseudonym of Don A. Stuart). The 
Killer invader in the film is not the multi-eyed 
chameleon giant as envisioned in the novella, 
but, rather, a cold-blooded humanoid 
plantman. 

Ata desolate Air Force outpost in the 
Arctic, a saucer from outer space burrows 
itself beneath the surface of the ice. The Air 
Force men try to blast the ship and its 
humanoid pilot out of the ice. The vessel is 
destroyed. The pilot, however, is unscathed. 
Dr. Carrington (Robert Cornthwaite), Captain 
Hendry (Kenneth Tobey), Nikki (Margaret 
Sheridan) and Scotty (Douglas Spencer) try 
to dethaw the alien visitor in hopes of 
communicating with it. 

The Thing (James Arness) has other 
ideas. He has come to Earth to spawn an 
invasion. The creature has seeds embedded 
in his limbs which he nourishes with human. 
and animal blood. The monster defrosts and 
stalks the base. The outpost’s residents 
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manage to sever one of the creature's arms in 
a door and find that the disembodied arm is 
still alive . . . in a sense. The creature is an 
example of alien plantlife. The Thing is 
capable of complete regeneration. Wiring a 
corridor of the outpost with high-voltage 
wires, the men lure the monster into a dimly- 
lit hall. The juice is turned on. A flood of large 
electrical bolts sears through the plantman’s 
flesh. The eight-foot-tall invader is burned to 
acrisp. 

Producer: Howard Hawks. Director: 
Christian Nyby. Screenplay: Charles Lederer 
Special Effects: Linwood Dunn and Donald 
Stewart. Music: Dimitri Tiomkin. 

Supporting Players: James Young, Paul 
Frees, Eduard Franz. 


THIS ISLAND EARTH 
Universal (1955), Technicolor, 87 min. 
The planet Metaluna is involved in a war 
with another planet, aggressive Zahgon. The 
defense shield that protects Metaluna is 
slowly giving way. The Metalunans need a 
new source of energy to save their dying 
world 


Metalunan scientist Exeter (Jeff Morrow) 
is sent to Earth. He entices the leading 
scientists from Earth into taking part in a top- 
secret project in a remote headquarters. 
Once there, the men and women of science 
are kept prisoners by Metalunans, who are, 
human in appearance, but possess large 
foreheads. Doctors Cal Meacham (Rex 
Reason) and Ruth Adams (Faith Domergue) 
try to escape via a small plane. The plane is 
beamed aboard Exeter's immense saucer. 
The saucer goes into a faster-than-light 
mode, during which Exeter and the Earth 
people are put into a state of suspended 
animation/transparent transformation. 

They land on Metaluna and are brought to 
the ruler. He shows none of Exeter's 
compassion for freedom and orders the 
proud humans to have the Metalunan 
equivalent of a labotomy. Meacham and 
Ruth dash for the saucer when they are 
accosted by a mutant—a large insectman 
with elephantine, exposed brain matter. 
Exeter saves them but is wounded by the 
beast. He hurries Cal and Ruth into the 
saucer, but they don’t notice the mutant who 
follows them. There is another scuffle within 
the ship and the mutant is killed. Exeter's 
wounds are serious. Metaluna meets a fiery 
end when her defense shield collapses under 
the Zahgon attack. The saucer makes it back 
to Earth safely. Cal and Ruth reboard their 
plane. Exeter bids them farewell and plunges 
himself and his spaceship into the Pacific. 

Producer: William Alland. Director: Joseph 
Newman, with additional scenes directed by 
Jack Arnold (uncredited). Screenplay: 
Franklin Coen and Edward O'Callaghan. 
Music: Herman Stein. Musical Director: 
Joseph Gershenson. Makeup: Bud 
Westmore. Special Effects:Clifford Stine and 
Stanley Horsley. 

Supporting Players: Lance Fuller, Russell 
Johnson, Regis Barton, Eddie Parker as the 
Metalunan mutant. 


THE 3 STOOGES IN ORBIT 
Columbia (1962), B&W, 87 min. 

Two Martians, Og and Zog, come to Earth 
to snatch the plans of a tank/helicopter/ 
submarine vessel. Larry, Moe and Curly Joe 
(Larry Fine, Moe Howard and Joe DeRita) 
save Earth from the mini-Martian invasion. 

Producer and conceived by Norman 
Maurer. Director: Edward Bernds. 
Screenplay: Elwood Ulman. Music: Paul 
Dunlap. Art director: Don Ament. Makeup: 
John Chambers. 

Supporting players: Carol Christensen, 
Don Lamond, Nestor Paiva, Emil Sitka. 


THUNDERBIRDS ARE GO 
United Artists (1967) Color, 94 тїп. 

After a Mars rocket launch is fouled by the 
villainous deeds of master-criminal, The 
Hood, the puppet Tracy family and their 
Thunderbird squad insure a successful 
second liftoff. Astronaut Alan Tracy makes a 
successful visit to Mars where he encounters 
a horde of living, Martian rock-serpents. 

Executive Producer: Gerry Anderson. 
Producer: Sylvia Anderson. Director: David 
Lane. Screenplay: Gerry and Sylvia 
Anderson. Music: Barry Gray, featuring The 
Shadows. Special Effects: Derek Meddings 
and Shaun Whittacker-Cook. 

Voices: Sylvia Anderson, Ray Barrett, 
Peter Dynely, Charles Tingwell, David 
Graham, Bob Monkhouse. 


ATRIP TO MARS 
Edison (1910), A silent short, B&W. 

Ап inventor goes to Mars where he meets 
Martian men and tree creatures. He returns 
to Earth via an invention of his—an anti- 
gravity powder. 


ATRIP TO THE MOON (LE VOYAGE 
DANS LA LUNE) 

Star Films (France, 1902), Silent short, 
Tinted, 13 min. 

Producer-director-star Georges Melies 
took the world for a trip into space in this very 
early SF adventure. Fired from a massive 
cannon, a French spaceship sails into the 
heavens, striking the Man in the Moon right 
in the eye. Landing in a crater, the explorers 
leave the spaceship without the benefit of 
suits and run into insect-men (Selenites) 
who put up a battle. The men are captured 
and brought before the ruler of the Selenites. 
Georges KO's him into oblivion, and the 
astronauts jump in their ship and head home. 

Supporting players: Victor Andre, The 
Ballerinas of the Theatre du Chatelet and the 
acrobats of the Folies-Bergere. 


12TO THE MOON 
Columbia (1960), B&W, 74 min. 

Narrated by Francis X. Bushman, this film 
recounts the exploits of Commander 
Anderson (Ken Clark), Dr. Vargas (Tony 
Dexter) and their crew of international 
astronauts who journey to the Moon. The 
Moonmen don’t want them hanging 
around, however, and threaten to freeze the 
Earth if they don’t leave. 

Producer and conceived by Fred Gebhardt. 
Director: David Bradley. Screenplay: DeWitt 
Bodeen. Special Effects: Howard A 
Anderson and E. Nicholson. 

Supporting players: Tom Conway as Dr. 
Orloff, Michi Kobi as Adiko, Tierna Bay as 
Ingrid. 


20 MILLION MILES TO EARTH 
Columbia (1957), B&W, 82 min. 

The first manned mission to the planet 
Venus has problems on the return voyage, 
and the Olympian rocket plummets into the 
sea off the coast of Italy. The lone survivor, 
Col. Calder (William Hopper), is pulled from 
the wreckage by fishermen. Major General 
А.Ю, McIntosh (Thomas B. Henry) questions 
the astronaut. Calder asks about the 
whereabouts of a large canister that 
contains a specimen of Venusian life. No one 
has seen it. 

A local boy, Pepe, finds the cannister in a 
cove and removes a jelly-like substance. he 
tak@s it to local zoologist Dr. Leonardo (Frank 
Puglia) and his daughter Marisa (Joan 
Taylor). While in the professor's possession, 
the jello-like substance hatches. A tiny, 
humanoid Venusian, a tailed Ymir, emerges. 
It is placed in a cage, but the following 
morning the creature is four feet tall. 

By the time Pepe has told Calder and 
McIntosh what he has done, the Ymir 
escapes his bonds. The Ymir kills a dog and 
then levels a farmer who attacks him with a 
pitchfork. The creature is captured and taken 
to a lab near the Rome zoo. Н grows larger by 
the hour. Electrically sedated, the Ymir 
breaks free after a burnt fuse causes a current 
ripple. Storming out of the lab via a wall, the 
Ymir battles an elephant to the death (the 
elephant's). The monster is cornered atop the 
famous Colosseum. Bazooka and mortar fire 
do him in. 


Producer: Charles Schneer. Director: 
Nathan Juran. Screenplay: Bob Williams and 
Christopher Knopf, from a story by Charlotte 
Knight and Ray Harryhausen. Special 
Effects: Harryhausen. Music: Mischa 
Bakaleinikoff. 

Supporting Players: Frank Puglia, Tito 
Vuolo, Don Orlando. 


THE 27TH DAY 
Columbia (1957), B&W, 75 min. 

A humanoid alien (Arnold Moss) from a 
dying planet takes five Earthlings aboard his 
flying saucer—Su Tan (Marie Tsien), Eve 
Wingate (Valerie French), Klaus Bechner 
(George Voscovec), Ivan Godofsky (Azemat 
Janti) and Jonathan Clark (Gene Barry). The 
alien explains that his people want to 
populate Earth, and they are giving Eartha 
chance to kill itself. He gives each person a 
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capsule. If opened, the capsule will ravage 
the entire world. But the pill becomes 
inoperative after twenty-seven days or the 
death of the owner. The fate of the world is, 
literally, in the hands of these five humans. 

Eve throws hers away and joins Jonathan 
who goes into hiding. Professor Bechner tries 
to figure out how the damn thing works. Su 
kills herself. Ivan is arrested by the KGB and 
is tortured by a Communist official (Stefan 
Schnabel). The Russians want the secret of 
the capsule. They open the capsule within 
the twenty-seven-day period. Surprise! Only 
the Russian people die. As it turns out, the 
capsules were a test of the maturity of the 
human race. 

Producer: Helen Ainsworth. Director: 
William Asher. Screenplay: John Mantley. 
Music: Mischa Bakaleinikoff. 
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2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY 
MGM (1968), Super Panavision, 
Metrocolor, 141 min. 

The aliens are never seen in this film, as 
they were in Arthur С. Clarke's “The 
Sentinel,” the short story which launched 
this film project. However, the film traces the 
effects of alien intelligence on human 
development. 

A large black monolith appears throughout 
history at key points in the evolutionary 
process of mankind. The search for 
information about these monoliths leads to 
the planet Jupiter. Astronauts David 
Bowman (Kier Dullea) and Frank Poole (Gary 
Lockwood) and three others in suspended 
animation are sent to the planet. All functions 
of their spaceship, Discovery І, are 
maintained by an omniscient computer, Hal 
(the voice of Dougas Rain), who decides to 
sabotage the mission. The three dormant 


spacemen die due to a malfunction instigated 
by Hal, and Poole is murdered as he makes a 
repair outside the ship. Bowman dismantles 
Hal. The ship is sucked into a “space tunnel” 
as it nears its goal. Bowman is touched by a 
life-giving force. He enters a strange room 
and watches himself die. The monolith 
appears. From death there is life. Bowman 
emerges into space as an embryonic pioneer. 
Producer-Director: Stanley Kubrick. 
Screenplay: Kubrick and Clarke. Music: 
Excerpted from the works of Richard 
Strauss, Ligeti, Aram Khachaturian and 
Johann Strauss. Makeup: Stuart Freeborn. 
Production Design: Tony Masters, Harry 
Lange and Ernest Archer. Art Direction: John 
Hoelsi. Special Effects: Kubrick, Wally 
Veevers, Douglas Trumball, Con Pederson 
and Tom Howard. Assistant Special Effects: 
Colin Cantwell, Fred Martin, David Osborne, 
Bryan Loftus, Bruce Logan and John Malick. 
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THE TWONKY 
United Artists (1953), B&W, 72 min. 

Terry (Hans Conried) is in a tizzy with his 
TV. An alien life-force from the future has 
invaded the set. The creature wishes nothing 
more than to serve Terry. It does housework 
via electrical beams, Talks. Walks. Defends 
itself via hypnotism. It's enough to make 
Terry burn his subscription to TV Guide. 

Producer-Director: Arch Obler. 
Screenplay: Obler, froma story by Henry 
Kuttner (pseudonym: Lewis Padgett). Music: 
Jack Meakin. 

Supporting players: Janet Warren, Al 
Jarvis, Ed Max, Gloria Blondell, Billy Lynn. 


THE UNEARTHLY STRANGER 


American-International (1964), B&W, 74 
min. 

А man discovers that his wife is really an 
alien. She dies, and his worries are ended. 

Producer: Albert Fennell. Director: John 
Krish. Screenplay: Rex Carlton. Music: 
Edward Williams. 

Cast: John Neville, Phillip Stone and 
Gabriella Licudi as the alien. 


UFO 
United Artist (1965), B&W and color, 92 
min. 

Narrator Tom Powers shows film clips of 
alleged sightings of unidentified flying 
objects. Some sightings are so poorly 
photographed, the supposed saucer can 
barely be seen. 

Producer: Clarence Greene. Screenplay: 
Francis Martin. Music: Ernest Gold. 


THE UFO INCIDENT 
Universal (1975) TV film, 90 min. air- 
time. 

A біт version of Betty and Barney Hill's 
book Interrupted Journey, an allegedly 
factual account of two people 


abducted by aliens and subjected to intense 
scrutiny aboard the alien craft. The space 
beings, tiny, bald creatures with oversized 
eyes and semi-plastic hands give the couple 
an extensive medical going over and then 
arrange for them to forget everything. 
Frequent nightmares, however, keep the 


incident alive in their minds and long sessions 


with a psychiatrist finally bring the entire 
affair out into the open. 
Director: Richard A. Colla. Cast: James 


Earl Jones, Estelle Parsons, Bernard Hughes. 


VALLEY OF THE DRAGONS 
Also known as: Prehistoric Valley 
Columbia (1961), B&W, 79 min. 

This adaptation of Jules Мегпе'ѕ Off On A 
Comet depicts the plight of Earthlings who 
are swept onto a passing comet. On the 
comet they discover prehistoric tribes and a 
lot of dinosaur footage from the original One 
Million B.C. 

Producer: Byron Roberts. Director- 
Screenplay: Edward Bernds. Music: Ruby 
Raskin. Special Effects: Dick Albain. 

Cast: Sean McClory, Cesare Danova, 
Gregg Martell. 


VISIT TO A SMALL PLANET 
Paramount (1960), B&W, 85 min. 

Gore Vidal's satirical SF play gets a 
slapstick dose of humor as Jerry Lewis 
portrays alien spaceman Kreton. Kreton 
arrives on Earth in order to study human 
behavior. Despite his superior’s warnings, he 
falls in love with the daughter (Joan 
Blackman) of a right-wing news 
commentator (Fred Clark) and proceeds to 
pull some intergalactic stooge stunts with 
telepathic powers, force fields and super 
abilities, 

Producer: Hal Wallis. Director: Norman 
Taurog. Screenplay: Edmond Beloin and 
Henry Garson. Music: Leigh Harline. 
Makeup: Wally Westmore. Special Effects: 
John P. Fulton. 

Supporting players: Earl Holliman, Gale 
Gordon and John Williams as the alien chief. 


VILLAGE OF THE DAMNED 
MGM (1960), B&W, 77 min. 

Based on John Wyndham’s brilliant novel 
The Midwich Cuckoos, this spellbinding film 
deals with seeds from space. After a small 
British village is invaded by a space mist, 
mass unconsciousness occurs. When the 
town awakens, twelve women find 
themselves pregnant. Several are unmarried 
and of those, some claim to be virgins. 
Twelve children are born who all bear the 
same features (fair hair and fair skin) and 
disposition (aloof) in later years. Physicist 
Gordon Zellaby (George Sanders) and wife 
Anthea (Barbara Shelley) are the parents of 
the “leader” of the children, David (Martin 
Stephens). 

The children possess superior intellect, 
don’t enjoy children’s sports or hobbies, 
travel together and, when angered, show 
vicious streaks of telepathic power. Zellaby 
reasons that the children were sired by the 
cosmic cloud and are alien in nature; space 
half-breeds. The children, aware of Zellaby’s 
suspicions, take him into their fold. Zellaby, 
meanwhile, sees the potential menace the 
children represent. They use their telepathic 


powers capriciously to kill and destroy. 

Zellaby begins honing his mental 
capabilities, realizing what he must do in 
order to destroy the children. Carrying a 
bomb into his small schoolhouse he 
successfully wards off the children’s frantic 
mind-probing by envisioning a brick wall. As 
their mental talons rip the bricks from the 
imagined wall, one by one, the bomb ticks 
away. Zellaby and the children perish in a 
fiery finale. 

Producer: Ronald Kinnoch. Director: Wilf 
Rilla, Screenplay: Rilla, Sterling Silliphant 
and George Barclay. Music: Ron Goodwin. 
Special Effects: Tom Howard. 

Supporting players: Michael Gwynne, 
John Phillips, Richard Vernon. 


VOYAGE INTO SPACE 
American-International (1968), Color, 98 
min. 

This Japanese (Toho) effort concerns a 
boy who controls a gigantic robot. An evil 
emperor from outer space wants to control 
Earth. The aliens attack in round spaceships, 
and the robot bats them back like Babe Ruth. 


Producer: Savatore Billitteri. 
Photo: © MGM 
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VOYAGE TO THE END OF THE 
UNIVERSE 

American-International (1965), B&W, 65 
min. (Czechoslovakia, 1963), Color, 91 
min. 

Originally released abroad as /karia XB-1, 
this is an alien film with a twist. The crew of 
the spaceship /earus — Anthony Hopkins. 
(Francis Smolen), Nina Kirova (Dana 
Medricks), Commander Vladimir Abajev 
(Zdenek Stepanek), Michael (Otto Lack) and 
McDonald (Radovan Lakavsky)—search for 
an ideal new home planet that isn’t as corrupt 
as their own. The /carus is engulfed by a 
strange space nebula that smothers it in a 
radioactive cloud. The crewmembers 
experience paranoia, then deep sleep. They 
are awakened by a benign ray emitted from a 
nearby planet. The planet has seen the ship's 
plight and has responded in kind, saving it 
from the nebula. The crew is excited. At last! 
Aplanet of compassion! Of virtue! They head 
for their new home —a planet called Earth. 

Producer: Rudolph Wohl. Director: 
Jindrich Polak. Screenplay: Paval Juracek 
and Polak. Special Effects: Jan Kalls, Mila 
Nejedly and Jirl Hilupy. 
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VOYAGE TO THE PLANET OF 
PREHISTORIC WOMEN 
American-international (1968), Color, 78 
min. 

Composed of a lot of footage from Planet 
Of Storms, this hastily-constructed space- 
opera pits a crew of spacemen against a 
horde of alien women. The explorers endure 
the antics of dinosaurs and robots. Then the 
women use their telepathic powers to drive 
the astronauts off their world. 

Producer: Norman Wells. Director and 
Narration: Derek Thomas (a pseudonym for 
Peter Bogdanovich). Screenplay: Henry Nay. 
Makeup: Mary Jo Wier. 

Cast: Mamie Van Doren, Mary Mark, Paige 
Lee. 


VOYAGE TO A PREHISTORIC 
PLANET 

American-International (1965), Color, 78 
min. 

In the year 2020, cosmonaut Marcia (Faith 
Domergue) orbits the planet Venus while two 
astronauts and a robot journey to the 
surface. The explorers are beset by plague 
and alien prehistoric monsters. They blast- 
off as the world is consumed by a volcanic 
eruption and theorize that the Venusians 
were really human beings who destroyed 
their civilization with nuclear warfare. 

Producer: George Edwards. Director- 
Screenplay: John Sebastian. Music: Ronald 
Stein. 

Supporting players: Mark Shannon, 
Christopher Brand, John Bix and Basil 
Rathbone as Professor Hartman. 


WAR OF THE PLANETS 
Mercury/Southern Cross (1966), Color. 

This Italian film takes place in the 21st 
century when light creatures from Mars try 
their hand at an alien takeover of Earth. 

Producers: Joseph Fryd, Anthony Dawson 
and Walter Manley. Director: A. Margheriti. 
Screenplay: Ivan Reiner and Renato Moretti. 
Music: Francesco Lavagnino. 

Cast: Tony Russell, Lisa Gastoni, Michel 
Lemoine, Franco Nero. 


Paramount 


WAR OF THE SATELLITES 
Allied Artists (1958), B&W, 66 min. 

Aliens kidnap scientists and take over their 
minds in an attempt to stop Earth from 
exploring the galaxy. The scientists are 
brought aboard a space station which they 
attempt to blow up. 

Producer-Director: Roger Corman. 
Screenplay: Lawrence Louis Goldman. 
Original story and Special Effects: Jack 
Rabin, Irving Block and Louis DeWitt. Music: 
Walter Greene. Cinematography: Floyd 
Crosby. 

Cast: Dick Miller, Susan Cabot, Michael 
Fox. 


WAR OF THE WORLDS 
Paramount (1953), Technicolor, 85 min. 

Н.С. Wells’ famous tale of Martian 
invasion was moved from 1890 London to 
present-day California. A meteor falls outside 
asouthern California community. A group of 
citizens investigate, including scientist 
Clayton Forrester (Gene Barry), Sylvia Van 
Buren (Ann Robinson) and Sylvia's uncle, 
Pastor Matthew Collins (Lewis Martin). 
When the crowd departs, the meteor comes 
tolife. A large, tendrilled orb emerges from 
the meteor's “top.” The men left to guard 
the meteor approach it, waving a white flag 
of “peace.” A death ray shoots from the orb, 
and the men are disintegrated. The ray 
attacks everyone at the site. 

Forrester realizes the meteor is a Martian 
spaceship, and an invasion has begun. 
General Mann (Les Tremayne) informs 
Forrester that similar meteors have been 
landing all over the world. In every case, 
communications from the landing site area 
are lost. 

The Martians arise in large, flying 
machines. Pastor Collins is hit by a death ray 
while attempting to communicate peacefully. 
The Martian deathships cannot be stopped. 
Army officers, weaponry, all forms of 
defense are disintegrated by the rays. 

Clayton and Sylvia take refuge in a 
deserted farmhouse where they are attacked 
by a tentacled Martian telescope. Clayton 
wrenches off the machine's “eye.” A 
Martian (Charles Gemora) slithers into the 
room and grabs Sylvia. Clayton shines a 
flashlight at it, and the creature runs off. 

Clayton and his colleagues Dr. Pryor (Bob 
Cornthwaite), Dr. Bilderbeck (Sandro Gigilo), 
Professor McPherson (Edgar Barrier), Dr. 
James (Alex Fraser) and Dr. Duprey (Anne 
Codee) connect the Martian eye to a 
projector to find out how the Martians see. 
Meanwhile, the Martians invade Los 
Angeles. The population flees in terror. The 
city is in flames as the Martians deal out their 
lethal rays. As the ships prepare the final 
onslaught, one vehicle crashes. Another 
ship, a block away, does likewise. Around 
the world, the Martian ships wobble in mid- 
air and plummet to the streets below. 

Clayton approaches the first ship. A door 
opens. A Martian hand gropes outward and 
drops. Forrester touches it gingerly. The 
Martian is dead. All the Martians are 
dead—victims of common Earth germs, 
harmless to residents of this planet who have 
built up evolutionary immunity. 

Producer: George Pal (who does a brief 
cameo appearance as a hobo). Director: 
Byron Haskin. Screenplay: Barre Lyndon. 
Music: Leith Stevens. Special Effects: 
Gordon Jennings, Wallace Kelly, Jan 
Domela, Paul Lepae, Ivyl Burkes, Irmin 
Roberts. Sound Effects: Gene Garvin. 


Astronomical Art: Chesley Bonestell. Martian 
Costume: Charles Gemora, froma design by 
Albert Nozaki. Miniatures: Marcel (King 
Kong) Delgado. Makeup: Wally Westmore. 

Supporting Players: Paul Frees as the radio 
announcer, Ivan Lebedoff as Dr. Gratzman, 
Jack Kruschen as Salvatore. 


WARNING FROM SPACE 
Also known as Mysterious Satellite. 
Daiei (1956), Color, 87 min. 

Star-shaped creatures from another world 
visit Earth to warn about the dangers of 
nuclear experimentations. The one-eyed 
beings assume human form and use super 
powers to get their message across. 

Producer: Masaichi Nagata. Director: Hoki 
Shima. Screenplay: Hideo Oguni 

Cast: Toyomi Karita, Kiyoko Hirai, Bontaro 
Miake. 


WHEN THE MAN IN THE MOON 
SEEKS A WIFE 
Clarendon (1908), Silent, B&W 
This British short features The Man In 
The Moon (an ordinary fellow, clad ina 
vanilla ice cream-colored suit) who comes to 
Earth in a gas balloon in search of a mate. 
Director: Percy Slow. Screenplay: 
Langford Reed. 


WILD, WILD PLANET 
MGM (1967), Color, 93 min. 

A group of astronauts pursue a group of 
villainous female space criminals in this Italian 
futuristic cops and robbers chase in outer 
space. 

Producers: Joseph Fryd and Antonio 
Margheriti. Director: Margheriti (Anthony 
Dawson). Screenplay: Ivan Reiner and 
Renato Moretti. Music: Francesco 
Lavagnino. 

Cast: Tony Russell, Umberto Raho, Franco 
Nero. 


WIZARD OF MARS 
American General (1964), Color, 81 min. 
Shades of the Wizard of Oz's storyline 
transpire as a rocketship lands on a fantasy- 
laden Mars. The crew meets an ancient 
civilization of magic Martians. 
Producer-Director-Screenplay: David 
Hewitt, Technical Advisor: Forrest J. 
Ackerman. 
Cast: John Carradine, Vic McGee, Roger 
Gentry. 


THE X FROM OUTER SPACE 
American-International (1967), Color, 89 
min. 

A spaceship picks up a protoplasmic space 
mass near the Moon. Back on Earth, the 
space “вад” hatches and grows into the 
giant chicken monster (Guilala/Gilala) who 
proceeds to level Tokyo. 

Director; Kazui Nihomatsu. Screenplay: 
Eibi Montomochi, Moriyoshi Ishida and 
Nihomatsu. Music: Taku Izumi. Special 
Effects: Hiroshi Ikeda. 

Cast: Eiji Okada, Peggy Neal, Franz 
Gruber. 


YOG-MONSTER FROM SPACE 
American-International (1971), Color, 84 
min. 

An unmanned rocket probe to Jupiter falls 
into the hands of an alien life-force which 
pilots the ship back to Earth. Landing оп а 
small island near Japan, the force (Yog) 
strikes fear into the hearts of the islanders by 
manufacturing and controlling large mutant 
animals (crabs, turtles, etc). Yog also uses 
mind-control before he is obliterated. 

Producers: Tomoyuki and Fumio Tanaka. 
Director: Inoshiro Honda. Screenplay: Ei 
Ogawa. Music: Akira Ifukube. Special 
Effects: Sadamasa Arikawa and Yoichi 
Manoda. 

Cast: Akira Kubo, Kenji Sahara, Yoshio 
Tsuchiya. 


Below: YOG-MONSTER FROM SPACE 


ZOMBIES OF THE STRATOSPHERE 
Republic (1952), A 12-episode serial, 24 
reels, 384 min. 

Judd Holdren returned as rocket-belt- 
wearing Commando Cody in this SF 
adventure yarn. Three Martian 
meanies— Marex, Roth and Narab (Lane 
Bradford, Craig Kelly and Leonard 
Nimoy) — attempt to gain control of Earth by 
enlisting the aid of a demented Earth scientist 
and his robot (a holdover from the Republic 
serials of the Mysterious Dr. Satan era). The 
Martians plan to construct a bomb which will 
blast Earth out of its orbit. They don’t. 

Director: Fred C. Brannon. Screenplay: 
Ronald Davidson. Music: Stanley Wilson. 
Special Effects: Howard and Theodore 
Lydecker. 

Supporting players: Aline Towne, Wilson 
Wood, Johnny Crawford, Dale Van Sicke. 


Television Shows 


BUCK ROGERS 
ABC (1950) 

A fairly tame adaptation of the comic book 
strip, with Ken Dibbs as Buck, Harry Sothern 
as Huer and Harry Kingston as Black Barney 
(replacing Killer Kane as the lead villain). The 
action was pretty routine. Buck encountered 
humanoid aliens as he hopped from planet to 
planet. 


CAPTAIN VIDEO 
DuMont (1949) 

TV's first traveler of space was Captain 
Video, master of time and space and ace 
inventor. Played by Richard Coogan and later 
by Al Hodge, the good captain was aided in 
his battle against alien gangsterism by Video 
Ranger (Don Hastings) and a mostly 
stationary robot pal, Tobor (who later in the 
show's career had а TV monitor stationed in 
his metallic naval for closed circuit 
communication). If space nasties weren't 
problematic enough, the activities of Earth 
crazy Dr. Pauli were. Pauli was no slouch in 
the inventions area and was capable of 
making all sound soundless. Video had his 
trusty Opticon Scillometer which allowed him 
to peer through solid objects, 


CAPTAIN VIDEO. 
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FANTASTIC JOURNEY 
NBC (1977) 

This short-lived SF-fantasy series starred 
Jared Martin as Varian, a man from the 23rd 
century, Ike Eisenmann as Scott Jordan, 
Katie Saylor as Liana, a telepathic Atlantean, 
and Roddy McDowell as dour Dr. Jonathan 
Willoway. All of the stars and most of the 
guest stars portrayed beings trapped іп a 
timeless vortex within the Bermuda Triangle. 

Alien episodes: 

“The Mountain” — A group of green- 
skinned citizens of space claim that Dr. 
Willoway's androids are really their property. 
Director: Irving Moore. Writer: Harold 
Livingston. Guest Stars: Ron Burke, John 
David Carson. 

“Dream of Conquest” — Aliens plan to 
raise an army and conquer the other zones. 
Director: Vince McEveety. Writer: Michael 
Michaelian. 

“An Act of Love’’— Varian falls in love with 
Gwenith, an alien girl whose people live in 
an earthquake-prone zone. Director: Virgil 
Vogel. Writer: Richard Fielder. Guest Stars: 
Christina Hart, Jerry Daniels. 

“Riddles” — Aliens plague the band of 
travelers with seemingly unsolvable riddles. A 
young husband and wife live in pastoral 
splendor, but they are not all that young nor 
is their splendor of this Earth. Director: David 
Moessinger. Writer: Kathryn Michaelian 
Powers. Guest Stars: Dale Robinette, Carole 
Demas. 

“The Innocent Prey" — Two Earth convicts 
from the future crash-land and make their 
way to а zone of peaceful aliens who cannot 
grasp the concept of “evil.” Director: Vince 
McEveety. Writer: Robert Hamilton. Guest 
Stars: Lew Ayres, Richard Jaeckel, Chery! 
Ladd. 

Series credits— Producer: Leonard 
Katzman. Executive Producer: Bruce 
Lansbury. Story Editors: Calvin Clements, Jr. 
and D.C. Fontana. 


FLASH GORDON 
Dumont (1951) 

Steve Holland was Flash, Joe Nash was 
Zarkov and Irene Champlin was Dale. The 
aliens featured were strictly humanoid and 
tame. The show did not last very long. 


THE INVADERS 
ABC (1967-1968) 

Roy Thinnes was David Vincent, a space- 
age relative of Quinn Martin's The Fugitive. 
David has seen the vanguard of an alien 
invasion and no one will believe him, except, 
of course, the aliens, who would rather not 
have David telling the world of their plans to 
infiltrate the Earth. The humanoid aliens 
come from a dying land. They destroy 


© ABC 
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THE INVADERS. 


unwary humans with their space guns. They 
want to gradually worm their way into Earthly 
society, taking over every position of power. 
Week after week, Vincent attempts to get his 
story across. Week after week, he is 
thwarted by both skepticism and alien 
intervention. The /nvaders ended somewhat 
abruptly (cancelled), and the world was never 
destined to know the fate of David Vincent or 
the horde of /nvaders. 

Executive Producer: Quinn Martin. 
Producer: Alan Armer. Creator: Larry Cohen. 
Music: Dominic Frontiere. 


KOLCHAK: THE NIGHT STALKER 
ABC (1974) 

A spin-off from а popular movie of the 
week, this short-lived series starred Darren 
McGavin as investigative reporter Carl 
Kolchak, a fellow with a penchant for getting 
himself into occult-oriented messes. His lone 
alien encounter occurred in an episode called 
“U.F.O.” wherein invisible aliens drain the 
marrow from animals and humans that cross 
their paths. (Episode Director: Allen Baron. 
Writer: Rudolph Borchert.) 

Producer: Paul Playton and Cy Chermak. 
Executive Producer: Darren McGavin. 
Creator: Jeff Rice. Music: Gil Melle. 


LAND OF THE GIANTS 
ABC (1968-1970) 

Steve Burton (Gary Conway) and Dan 
Erickson (Don Marshal) lose control of their 
London-bound spacecraft and plunge into a 
strange white cloud of mist. When they 
emerge, they find themselves in an alien land, 
surrounded by human giants. A variation on 
Dr. Cyclops and The Shrinking Man, this 
weekly, hour-long color opus presented the 
crew and passengers’ Lilliputian struggles in 
this oversized, alien terrain. 

Producer and Creator: Irwin Allen. Music: 
Johnny Williams. Special Effects: L.B. 
Abbott and Art Cruickshank with Emil Josa, 
Jr. Makeup: Ben Nye. 

Supporting Players: Kurt Kaszner as 
Alexander Fitzhugh, Heather Young as Betty 
Hamilton, Don Matheson as Mark Wilson, 
Deanna Lund as Valerie Scott and Stefan 
Arngrim as Barry Lockridge. 


LAND OF THE GIANTS 
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LOST IN SPACE 
CBS (1965-1968) 

Irwin Allen's controversial SF series (some 
viewers praised it; others scorned it) made its 
debut in 1965 in a one-hour, black and white 
format. Its popularity brought it two more 
seasons, this time in color. The format was 
simple, actually based on а comic book 
entitled The Space Family Robinson. The 
Robinson family (Guy Williams as Professor 
John Robinson, Billy Mumy as Will, June 
Lockhart as Maureen, Marta Kristen as Judy 
and Angela Cartwright as Penny) travel 
through space in their craft, the Jupiter Two, 
looking for a new world to colonize. Along 
for the ride are Don West (Mark Goddard), 
the second in command, a robot and the 
villainous Dr. Zachary Smith (Jonathan 
Harris). 

Because of Dr. Smith's skullduggery, the 
Robinsons become hopelessly lost in space. 
Their weekly adventures, for the next three 
seasons, found the Robinsons attempting to 
get back to Earth while simultaneously 
getting involved with various alien intrigues. 
The robot (the voice of Bob May), however, 
nearly always stole the show. In fact, the 
faithful servant quickly made the switch from 
evil, independent machine (in the very first 
episode) to mascot-guardian of the Robinson 
entourage. 

Alien episodes: First Season 

“The Derelict” —In a vast spacecraft, a 


race of bubble aliens is discovered. Director: 


Alex Singer. Writer: Peter Packer. Guest 
Star: Dawson Palmer. 

“His Majesty Smith” — Smith is flattered 
when he is chosen “king” of an alien society. 
He is less than pleased with the position 
when he finds out that the duties include 
becoming a human sacrifice to the aliens’ 
god. Director: Harry Harris. Writer: Carey 
Wilber. Guest Star: Kevin Hagen. 

“There Were Giants In The Earth” —A гасе 
of cyclops-titans menace the Robinsons. 
Director: Leo Penn. Writer: Carey Wilbur. 

“Тһе Space Trader’ —Torin Thatcher (the 
evil fellow in both The 7th Voyage of Sinbad 
and Jack The Giant Killer) is an alien 
merchant who is willing to trade anything in 


his ship to the Robinsons for a human 


specimen Dr. Smith. Director: Jerry 
Juran. Writer: Barney Slater. 

“My Friend, Nobody” — Penny's imaginary 
playmate is, in reality, an alien life-force. 
Director: Paul Stanley. Writer: Jackson Gillis. 

“The Challenge” — Ап alien father and son 
team challenge John and Will to a test of 
endurance. Director: Don Richardson. 
Writer: Barney Slater. Guest Stars: Michael 
Ansara, Kurt Russell. 

“The Magic Mirror” — Penny and Debbie 
(Debbie is her pet Bloop —a chimpanzee in 
makeup) fall into a magic mirror and find a 
lonely alien boy (Michael J. Pollard). 
Director: Jerry Juran. Writer: Jackson Gillis. 

“Ghost In Space” — An invisible alien force 
haunts the Robinsons. Director: Don 
Richardson. Writer: Peter Packer. 

“Invaders From The Fifth 
Dimension” —Luminous space creatures 
keep the Robinsons at bay as they search for 
a humanoid brain to repair their short- 
circuited computer. Director: Leonard Horn. 
Writer: Shimon Wincelberg. Guest Star: Ted 
Lehmann. 

“The Keeper’’—A two-parter starring 
Michael Rennie as The Keeper. The alien 
runs an intergalactic managerie and would 
very much like to add Will and Penny to the 
show. The Robinsons are not too keen on the 
idea. Dr. Smith accidentally sets the entire 
side-show loose. The Keeper now has a 
bargaining position. He'll recapture the alien 
animals, thus saving the Robinsons’ lives, if 
they hand over Will and Penny. Director: 
Harry Harris. Writer: Barney Slater. 

“The Sky Is Falling" — The Robinsons meet 
an alien space family. Director: Sutton Roley. 
Writers: Barney Slater and Herman Groves. 
Guest Star: Don Matheson. 

“Wish Upon A Star” —Dr. Smith is 
delighted when he discovers a machine that 
will grant his every wish. When the 
machine's original owner, a rubber n, 
shows up to reclaim his property, Smith's 
glow fades. Director: Sutton Roley. Writer: 
Barney Slater. 

“One Of Our Dogs Is Missing” —A space 
dog, befriended by the Robinsons, saves 
Judy from a nasty alien monster. Director: 
Sutton Roley. Writer: William Welch. 
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“The Space Croppers” — Alien hillbillies 
claim squatters’ rights on the Robinsons’ 
planet and begin growing a plant crop that 
threatens to overrun the world. Director: 
Sobey Martin. Writer: Peter Packer. Guest 
Stars: Mercedes McCambridge, Sherry 
Jackson. 

“Lost Civilization” — An underground 
civilization threatens to conquer the 
Robinsons. Director: Don Richardson. 
Writer: William Welch. Guest Cast: Royal 
Dano, Kym Kareth. 

“Follow The Leader” — Ап invisible alien 
possesses Dr. Robinson. He is exorcised 
through Will’s love for his true father. 
Director: Don Richardson. Writer: Barney 
Slater. 

Alien episodes: Second Season 

“The Phantom Family” —An alien scientist 
invents doubles of the Robinsons. Director: 
E. Stone. Writer: Peter Packer. Guest Star: 
Alan Hewitt. 

“Wild Adventure” — Athena, the green 
girl, tempts Dr. Smith into space. Director: 
Don Richardson. Writers: William Read 
Woodfield and Allan Balter, Guest Star: 
Vitina Marcus. 

“The Dream Monster” — Ап alien scientist 
creates a race of androids who resemble 
humans, from whom they drain energy. 
Director: Don Richardson. Writer: Peter 
Packer. Guest Star: John Abbott. 

“The Deadly Game of Gamma Six” — Dr. 
Smith represents Earth in a battle with an 
alien on a planet devoted to war of the world 
type arena sports. Director: Harry Harris. 
Writer: Barney Slater 


“Space Circus” — A space circus lures Will 
into its ranks. Director: Harry Harris. Writers: 
Bob and Wanda Duncan. 

“The Ghost Planet” — А world run by 
cyborgs lures Smith into its clutches by 
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creating a duplicate, mirage world of Earth. 
Director: Jerry Juran. Writer: Peter Packer. 
Guest Star: Michael Fox. 

“The Forbidden World” —Smith realizes 
that the alien juice he has consumed has 
transformed him into a human bomb. 
Director: Don Richardson. Writer: Barney 
Slater. Guest Star: Wally Cox. 

“А Visit To Hades" — Smith meets a 
devilish alien named Morbus (Gerald Mohr). 
Director: Don Richardson. Writer: Carey 
Wilbur. 

“The Galaxy Gift” — Three aliens play tricks 
on Dr. Smith. Director: E. Stone. Writer: 
Barney Slater. Guest Star: John Carradine. 

“The Astral Traveler’ — Tearing through а 
time warp, Will finds himself facing a Gothic 
castle . . . which is protected by a Loch 
Ness-type monster. Director: Don 
Richardson. Writer: Carey Wilbur. Guest 
Star: Sean McClory. 

Alien Episodes: Third Season 

“Target Earth” — Amorphous aliens meld 
into duplicates of the Robinsons and try to 
enlist the robot's aid in their plan to destroy 
the Earth. Director: Jerry Juran. Writer: 
Peter Packer. 

"А Day At The Zoo” —Penny is 
shanghaied into a circus operated by alien 
con man Farnum B. Director: |. Moore. 
Writer: Jackson Gillis. Guest Star: Leonard 
Stone. 

“Two Weeks Іп Space” — Four alien 
“tourists” convince Dr. Smith to turn the 
Jupiter 2 into a Howard Johnson of space. 
The four, by the way, are criminals hiding out 
from the law. Director: Don Richardson. 
Writer: Robert Hammer. Guest Star: Fritz 
Felds, Edy Williams. 

“Collision Of The Planets” —Four aliens 
plan to destroy the Robinsons’ planet, 
claiming it to be оп а collision course with 
their own. Director: Don Richardson. Writer: 
Peter Packer, Guest Star: Dan Travanty. 
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“The Haunted Lighthouse” —J-5, an alien 
youth, joins the Robinsons on a journey that 
leads to a strange lighthouse. Director: Don 
Richardson. Writer: Jackson Gillis. 

“Hunter's Moon” —Megazor, a humanoid 
from space, hunts down Professor Robinson. 
Director: J. Richardson. Writer: Jack Turley. 
Guest Star: Vincent Beck. 

“The Space Primevals” —Computer- 
controlled aliens from the dawn of time 
menace the Robinsons. Director: Jerry 
Juran. Writer: Peter Packer. 

“Flight Into fhe Future” —Will, Smith and 
the robot encounter an alien planet which 
turns dreams into reality. Director: Sobey 
Martin. Writer: Peter Packer, 

“The Space Creature” —Will's fears 
become reality as an alien intelligence takes 
one of his darkest thoughts and transforms it 
into being. Director: Sobey Martin. Writer: 
William Welch. 

“Castle In Space” —An ice princess 
traveling with the Robinsons is nearly 
captured by a space bandit. Director: Sobey 
Martin. Writer: Peter Packer. Guest Stars: 
Corinna Tsopei, Alberto Monte. 

“The Promised Planet” — Оп a land run by 
counter-culture kids, Dr. Smith becomes a 
hippie and nubile Penny takes up go-go 
dancing. Director: E. Stone. Writer: Peter 
Packer. 

“Princess Of Space” —Penny is mistaken 
for a space princess by some of the princess’ 
subjects. Director: Don Richardson. Writer: 
Jackson Gillis. Guest Stars: Robert Foulk, 
Arte Johnson. 

“The Time Merchant’ — Dr. Smith cons a 
space trader into dropping him back off on 
Earth before the Robinsons even have a 
chance to blast-off. 

“Space Beauty” — Intergalactic con man 
Farnum B. returns. This time he entices 
Judy into entering a universal Miss Universe 
contest. Director: | Moore. Writer: Jackson 
Gillis. Guest Star: Leonard Stone. 

“The Great Vegetable Rebellion” —A 
disgruntled Carrot-man turns the Robinsons 
into various vegetables. Director: Don 
Richardson. Writer: Peter Packer. 

“The Flaming Planet” —A Plant-creature 
has a crush (literally) on Dr. Smith. Director: 
Don Richardson. Writer: Barney Slater. 
Guest Star: Abraham Sofaer. 
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On the planet Tatooine, Star Wars’ Luke Skywalker 
(Mark Hamill) fights a Tusken Raider. The Raiders, 
or Sandpeople, wear heavy clothing for protection 

against the planet's twin suns. Right: A Stormtrooper 


consults with an alien. The Stormtroopers are humanoid 


aliens who serve as the drones of the Galactic Empire. 


Below: Star Wars’ tiny Jawas carry off R2-D2 during 
a scavenger raid. The Jawas are meter-high aliens 


who travel across the plains of Tatooine collecting 
and selling scrap. Rodent-like in mannerisms, they 
skulk about in darkness, allowing their glowing eyes 
to find their prey: in this case a little lost robot. 


The only scene featuring a full-length view of one of the 
Martian invaders in War Of The Worlds. The Martian, 
portrayed by Charles Gemora, who also constructed the cos- 
tume, enters a farmhouse to investigate the presence of 

two humans. It is driven off by a woman's screams and 

the threat of a flashlight wielded by hero Gene Barry. 


Left: A dying Martian invader from War Of The 
Worlds is examined by scientist Clayton Foster 
(Gene Barry). Below: A close-up of the dying 
Martian menace’s tentacle-like arm. The actual 
Martian makeup and costume was designed by 
Albert Nozaki. It appeared, in full, only once 
during the entire production of the Wells’ classic. 


One of the all-time classic alien 
invaders, The Thing. During the 
film's fiery finale, The Thing (James 
Arness) is electrocuted by high ten- 
sion wires while roaming a corridor. 


Below: Flying saucer captain Rameses 
(Christopher Lee) prepares to do in 
League of Races employee Gezeth (Vic- 
toria Johnson) in Starship Invasion. 
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Left: The Martian Exploration Project vehicle (M 

E. V.) runs into strange rock reptiles on the pl 

Mars in Gerry and Sylvia Anderson's Thunderbirds Are 
Go. The huge snakes hurl streams of fire at the vehicle 


which responds by firing its rockets full blast 


Right: Aboard the saucer from the planet Metaluna, 
Doctor Cal Meacham (Rex Reason) meets a rather unruly 
Metalunan mutant. The alien creature was constructed 
by Universal Studio's resident wizard, Bud Westmore. 


Below: On the surface of the war-torn planet Metaluna, 
two Earth scientists are introduced to the ruler of the 
planet by kindly Metalunan alien Exeter (Jeff Morrow). 
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Left: A Metalunan mutant (Eddie 
Parker) chases scientist Ruth 
Adams (Faith Domergue) through 
alien Exeter’s flying saucer 

in This Island Earth. 


Right: The UFO Incident was NBC's 
version of the best-selling book 
Interrupted Journey. Init, tiny 
aliens from an unknown planet 
kidnap ап Earth couple and subject 
them to intense scrutiny. Here, 
Estelle Parsons is greeted by 

one of the space creatures. 


Below: Gary Conway and Deanna 
Lund elude the grasp of a titanic 

alien human in Land Of The Giants. 

The Irwin Allen TV series pitted 

а group of normal Earthpeople 

against a mysterious planet of 

human giants. The special effects- 
laden show lasted two seasons on ABC. 


One of the first episodes of Space: 1999 featured Below: Іп “The Immunity Syndrome,” Space: 1999's crew 
a tentacled space monster (above) in “Dragon's lands оп а deserted, Earth-like planet and are warned 
Domain." The creature guarded a space graveyard. of impending doom by the aliens’ long-dead leader, 
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In “New Adam, New Eve” Space's resident alien, 
Maya, transformed herself into the beast shown below. 
Here, the creature prepares to be photographed for 

the transformation scene. Note the two clasps visable, 
used to keep the elaborate headpiece in place. The 
actor beneath the makeup is Albin Pahennik. 


Above: The famous “salt vampire” from the Star Trek episode 
“The Man Trap.” This alien thrived on murdering human beings 
for their salt content. She also made things easier by trans- 
forming herself into human form; such as McCoy's sweetheart. 


Left: Star Trek brought aliens to the forefront of 

the television population week after week for three 
years of prime time exposure and countless re-runs. 
In an episode, “Journey To Babel,” a horde of aliens 
met aboard the Enterprise on their way to a meeting 
of worlds on the planet Babel. 


Left: The deadly silicon-based beast, The Horta, in 
Trek's classic “Devil In The Dark” episode turned 
out to be an alien mother protecting her young. 


Below: “Journey To Babel” presented Spock's parents 
to the Enterprise crew. Amanda (Jane Wyatt) was an 
Earthwoman and Sarak (Mark Lenard) a full-blooded 
Vulcan. Spock (Leonard Nimoy) was, of course, the 
most famous alien half-breed in the history of SF. 


Above: After the demise of Star Trek on prime 
time television, an animated version arose. In 
the episode, “Вет,” alien Bem is captured by 
the lizard creatures of Delta Theta Ill. 


The green skinned space denizens 

from the “Beyond The Mountain” episode of 
TV's shortlived The Fantastic Journey. In 
this installment, the aliens demand that 
Jonathan Willoway (Roddy McDowell) return 
their android army. Willoway claims the 
humanoid robots are his own creations. 


TV's The Invaders presented the 

plight of a man who witnesses the 

beginnings of an alien inva- 

sion and is unable to convince 
the rest of the world, Righi 

Roy Thinnes is buzzed by one 

of the aliens’ flying saucers. 


TV's Voyage To The Bottom Of The 
Sea gave creator Irwin Allena 
chance to introduce a few aliens 

to the crew of the Seaview. Below: 
a tentacled plant alien. 
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Left: Dr. Smith (Jonathan Harris) is menaced by “The 
Golden Man" from the episode of the same name of Lost 
Іп Space. The popular TV series introduced a new alien 
nearly every week as the Robinson family, Dr. Smith 

and the ever-faithful robot tried to find a way back 

home to the planet Earth. Irwin Allen produced it, 


MY FAVORITE MARTIAN 


MY FAVORITE MARTIAN 
CBS (1963-1965) 

Lovable Uncle Martin is really a Martian 
who's stranded on Earth. Martin (Ray 
Walston) takes up residence in the home of 
hapless newspaperman Tim O'Hara (Bill 
Bixby) and a Topper situation ensues with 
Tim being the only one that knows Martin is 
from . . . out there. Of course, Martin has 
problems behaving himself and it’s quite a 
chore for him to keep his antennae down and 
not cavort about invisibly. When he's feeling 
low, he has a tendency to levitate objects as 
well. 


THE OUTER LIMITS 
ABC (1963-1965) 

Created by noted TV writer/producer 
Leslie Stevens, The Outer Limits was the first 
real attempt to treat science fiction seriously 
оп a weekly basis. First season producer 
Joseph Stefano led the way by presenting 
the public with a series of strikingly literate, 
thought-provoking plots by some of TV's 
best young writers. Problems with the 
network's concept of SF as opposed to 
Stefano’s resulted in a new producer a year 
later, Ben Brady, a bad time slot, and, 
ultimately, cancellation for this hour-long 
anthology. 

Alien Episode: First Season. 

"Тһе Galaxy Being’ — А three-dimensional 
ТУ receiver brings a visitor from the 
Andromeda constellation to Earth. Writer 
and Director: Leslie Stevens. Guest Star: 
Cliff Robertson. 

“0.B.1.T.""—A governmental survey on 
illegal wire-tapping uncovers a ring of alien 
spies. Director: Gerd Oswald. Writer: Meyer 
Dolinsky. Guest Stars: Jeff Corey, Harry 
Townes. 

“Nightmare” — Aliens from the planet 
Ebon declare war on Earth and take a group 
of Earthlings as Р.О.МУ.5. Director: John 
Erman. Writer: Joseph Stefano. Guest Stars: 
Ed Nelson, Martin Sheen. 


“It Crawled Out Of The Woodwork” —A 
dustball of unknown origin is picked up by a 
vacuum cleaner wherein it feeds upon the 
machine’s power and grows toa titanic size. 
Director: Gerd Oswald. Writer: Joseph 
Stefano. Guest Stars: Scott Marlowe, Kent 
‘Smith. 

“Corpus Earthling” —When a doctor has а 
metal plate lodged in his head during an 
operation, he is given strange telepathic 
powers. He overhears a group of rocks plot 
to overtake the Earth by possessing the 
bodies of hapless humans. Director: Gerd 
Oswald. Writer: Orin Borstein. Guest Star: 
Robert Culp. 

“The Zanti Misfits” —The rulers of the 
planet Zanti don’t have the heart to execute 


Below: Zanti misfits and a boxed 
alien from THE OUTER LIMITS 


their criminals so they launch them into space 
in prison vessels. One of the ships crashes on 
Earth and out pop the Zanti thugs: stop 
motion-animated humanoid ants (done by 
Jim Danforth). Director: Leonard Horn. 
Writer: Joseph Stefano. Guest Star: Bruce 
Dern. 

“The Mice” —A condemned prisoner 
volunteers to be the first human to participate 
in a citizen exchange program with the planet 
Chromo. Director: Gerd Oswald. Writers: 
Joseph Stefano, William S. Ballinger. Guest 
Star: Henry Silva. 

“Controlled Experiment” — Two humanoid 
Martians want to examine a typical Earth 
murder. They do just that, with a machine 
that can slow down and “re-play” the crime 
over and over again. Director: Leslie Stevens. 
Writer: Leslie Stevens. Guest Stars: Barry 
Morse, Caroll O’Connor. 
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“Don't Open Until Doomsday” — A 
honeymooning couple take a suite left 
dormant since 1929. They find a strange box 
which, when opened, reveals a human- 
hungry alien blob. Director: Gerd Oswald. 
Writer: Joseph Stefano. 

“The Invisibles” — A government agent 
attempts to infiltrate a group of alien invaders 
who are attempting to take over the planet 
via the use of parasitic life forms. Director: 
Gerd Oswald. Writer: Joseph Stefano. Guest 
Star: George Macready. 

“The Bellero Shield’ — A captured alien 
keeps the world at bay via a force field. 
Director: John Brahm. Writer: Joseph 
Stefano. Guest Stars: Martin Landau, John 
Hoyt, Sally Kellerman, Chita Rivera. 

“The Children Of Spider County” — The 
genius children of Spider County are really 
aliens. And dad's looking for them. Director: 
Leonard Horn. Writer: Anthony Lawrence. 
Guest Stars: Kent Smith, Lee Kinsolving. 

“Specimen Unknown” —A group of 
mushroom beings threaten humans ona 
space station. Director: Gerd Oswald. Writer: 
Stephen Lord. Guest Star: Richard Jaeckel. 

“Second Chance” —A group of misfits 
board a spaceship ride at an amusement park 
only to find that it's the real thing. Writers: 
Louis Morheim, Lin Dane. Director: Paul 
Stanley. Guest Star: Simon Oakland. 

“Moonstone” — А Moon expedition 
discovers a living Moon rock. Director: 
Robert Flory. Writer: William Bast. Guest 
Star: Ruth Roman. 

“The Mutant” — Ап alien rainstorm 
changes an astronaut into a telepathic killer. 
Director: Alan Crosland. Writer: Allan Balter 
and Robert Mintz. Guest Star: Warren Oates. 
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Various creatures from THE OUTER LIMITS 


“The Guests” —Time ceases to exist for 
human captives in a house run by aliens, 
Director: Paul Stanley. Writer: Donald 
Sanford. Guest Star: Gloria Graham. 

“Fun And Games” — A variation on the 
story, The Arena. The main source of 
amusement on a satellite is the pitting of two 
alien life-forms against each other. The loser 
forfeits his right to exist. Director: Gerd 
Oswald. Writers: Robert Specht and Joseph 
Stefano. Guest Star: Nick Adams. 

“The Special One” —A Xenon agent, 
disguised as a tutor, teaches a young boy 
how to conquer the Earth on behalf of the 
Xenon government. Director: Gerd Oswald. 
Writer: Joseph Stefano. Guest Star: Flip 
Mark. 

“А Feasibility Study” — Six streets аге 
taken from Earth toa different planet for 
observation, causing the block association 
quite a bit of grief. Director: Byron Haskin. 
Writer: Joseph Stefano. Guest Star: Sam 
Wanamaker. 

“The Chameleon” — An intelligence agent 
from Earth alters his appearance to spy on 
aliens. Director: Gerd Oswald. Writers: 
Robert Towne and Joseph Stefano. 

Alien Episodes: Second Season. 

“The Demon With The Glass Hand” —An 
alien and a human, the last survivors of a war 
of the worlds, stalk each other in an 
abandoned building shortly after the ultimate 
holocaust. Director: Byron Haskin. Writer: 
Harlan Ellison. Guest Star: Robert Culp. 

“Cold Hands, Warm Heart’ —After 
contacting Venusians, an astronaut returns 
to Earth in a constant physical state of cold. 


Director: Charles Haas. Writers: Dan Ullman 
and Milton Krims. Guest Star: William 
Shatner. 

“Сту of Silence” —Aliens take the form of 
tumbleweed and hunt down unwary 
campers. Director: Charles Haas. Writer: 
Robert Dennis. Guest Star: Eddie Albert. 

““Тне Invisible Enemy’ — Оп Mars, an Earth 
expedition is attacked by unseen monsters 
that seem to dwell in a sea of sand. Director: 
Byron Haskin. Writer: Jerry Sohl. Guest 
Star: Adam West. 

“Wolf 359" — A professor reproduces а 
planet in miniature and then speeds up its 
evolution so he can take notes. Director: 
Laslo Bendek. Writers: Seeleg Lester and 
Richard Landau. Guest Star: Patrick O'Neal. 

“Keeper Of The Purple Twilight” —An 
alien trades his intellect for human emotions 
out of curiosity. Director: Charles Haas. 
Writer: Milton Krims. Guest Star: Warren 
Stevens. 

“The Duplicate Man” — А 21st century 
anthropologist duplicates himself while 
tracking down а criminal, the alien 
Magasoid. Director: Gerd Oswald. Writ 
Robert Dennis. Guest Star: Ron Randell. 

“The Inheritors’’ — After a meteor crashes 
in war-torn Southeast Asia, several men are 
struck by bullets welded frorn the space rock. 
They are promptly possessed by an alien 
intelligence. Director: James Goldstone. 
Writers: Sam Newman, Seeleg Lester and Ed 
Adamson. Guest Stars: Ivan Dixon, Robert 
Duvall. 

“Counterweight” — Six humans and a (Jim 
Danforth-animated) alien take a trip aboard a 
rocket. Director: Paul Stanley. Writer: Milton 
Krims. Guest Star: Michael Constantine. 
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ROCKY JONES, SPACE RANGER 


ROCKY JONES, SPACE RANGER 
Syndicated (1953) 

Square-jawed Richard Crane was the 
short-sleeved Rocky in this short-lived series 
which was shown forever via re-runs. Rocky 
and his crew, under the guidance of Sec. 
Drake, roamed the universe in their one-stage 
rocket, seeking (and finding) humanoid alien 
villains in convenient half-hour installments. 
The series was later repackaged as a series of 
quick motion pictures. For more details on 
Rocky, see: Rocky Jones, under movie titles. 


ROD BROWN OF THE ROCKET 
RANGERS 
CBS (1953) 

Dashing (and young) Cliff Robertson was 
old Rod, a Rocket Ranger first class of the 
22nd century. From his headquarters on 
Omega Base, Rod, together with pals Wilber 
Wormser (Jack Weston) and Frank Boyle 
(Bruce Hall), fought off alien gangsters. 


SPACE: 1999 
ITC (1975-1977) 

When Gerry and Sylvia Anderson first 
conceived Space: 1999 they thought of it in 
terms of a British science-fiction show 
designed to appeal to American audiences. 
After every major American network turned it 
down, the plucky Andersons and ITC 
syndicated the show around the country. 

Space: 1999 lasted two controversial 
seasons. During the first year, the show 
attracted a great deal of advance publicity 
with its spectacular effects shots 
(masterminded by Brian Johnson), its 
futuristic costumes (courtesy of Rudi 
Gernreich) and its top-notch cast (Barbara 
Bain as Helen Russell, Martin Landau as 
John Koenig, Barry Morse as Victor 
Bergman). By mid-season, however, the 
science-fiction community was totally 
polarized in terms of the show. Space’s fans 
were devout; touting the show as a great 
advancement for SF on TV (which it was). Its 
detractors claimed that the characters were 


wooden, the scientific aspects of the show 
were cockeyed and the scripts were 
sometimes inept (these charges also had 
basis in fact). 

Despite the turmoil, the show triumphed in 
the ratings. But the flaws of the show led toa 
revamped second season, a revamping that 
some fans insist did the show in. Fred 
Freiberger replaced Sylvia Anderson as 
producer second time around. Freiberger was 
the man responsible for Star Trek's last 
season (many Trek fans see a definite cause 
and effect relationship there) and was 
welcomed aboard because of his connection 
with that show. 

Space's last season saw the addition of 
such characters as metamorph Maya (played 
by Catherine Schell) from the planet 
Psychon, and hero Tony Anholt, as well as 
the deletion of such roles as Bergman. Maya, 
who could transform herself into almost 
anything at will, was an attempt to make the 
interplay aboard Moonbase Alpha a bit more 
stimulating. Unfortunately, many saw her as 
being a token alien. Amidst a sea of finger- 
pointing, the show sank into oblivion at the 
end of its second season. 

Both seasons followed the adventures of 
Commander Koenig and Moonbase Alpha, a 
manned space station on the surface of the 
Moon. In the first show, the Moon is blasted 
out of its orbit by an ill-timed explosion of 
nuclear waste. For the rest of the show's 
tenure, the Moon bounced, billiard ball-like, 
through space; encountering alien dangers 
and physical conflicts. Some of the more 
interesting alien denizens of deep space 
appeared on the following shows. 


SPACE: 1999 


Alien Episodes: First Season. 

“Dragon’s Domain” — Топу Cellini finds а 
tentacled creature at a graveyard in space. 
No one believes him. Director: Charles 
Crichton. Writer: Christopher Penfold. Guest 
Stars: Gianni Garko, Douglas Wilmer. 

“Collision Course" — The planet Astheria is 
heading directly for the runaway Moon. Alan 
(Nick Tate) is taken inside the planet where 
he meets aged alien woman Arra. Arra 
convinces Koenig and the Moonbase crew to 
allow the two planets to collide. . . as her 
destiny has decreed. Director: Ray Austin. 
Writer: Anthony Terpiloff. 

“Force Of Life” — A strange alien life-force 
invades the body of Alpha crewmember 
Anton Zoref. From that moment on he is 
driven by an all-consuming need to devour 
energy and consume warmth. He becomes 
King Midas in reverse, dealing death to all 
those he touches. Director: David Tomblin. 
Writer: Johnny Byrne. Guest Stars: lan 
McShane, Gay Mailton. 

“Alpha Child” —The first Alpha woman to 
bear a child finds that the baby is possessed 
by an alien life-form who accelerates the 
child's growth patterns at an alarming rate. 
The space person, with the help of a friend, 
plans to take over all the Earthlings on the 
Moonbase in like manner. Director: Ray 
Austin. Writer: Christopher Penfold. Guest 
Stars; Julian Glover, Cyd Hayman. 


“Guardian Of Piri’ — The planet Piri is a 


sensual world where all one could desire is at 
hand. The Alphan landing party is seduced 
by both the planet's earthy vibrations and 
those of its sexy guardian. Director: Charles 
Crichton. Writer: Christopher Penfold. Guest 
Stars: Catherine Schell (in her pre-Maya 
days) and Michael Oliver. 


“Earthbound” — Ап alien ship crashes on 
the Moon and zealous Commissioner 
Simmonds dethaws the crew, hoping to get a 
free ride back to Earth. Lead alien, Captain 
Zantor (Christopher Lee) has his doubts that 
the Earthman is capable of sustaining life 
during the alien process of suspended 
animation but the Commissioner is 
desperate. Director: Charles Crichton. 
Writer: Anthony Terpiloff. Guest Star: Roy 
Dotrice. 

“Mission Of The Darians” — By the time 
Moonbase Alpha reaches the distress signal- 
sending spaceship of the Darians, it is in a 
state of decay. Drifting for over 900 years, 
the few humans aboard the ship have 
resorted to cannibalism. Director: Ray 
Austin. Writer: Johnny Bryne. Guest Stars: 
Joan Collins, Dennis Burgess. 

“War Games” — Ап attack by unknown 
aliens completely destroys Moonbase Alpha. 
In an attempt to relocate, Koenig and Russell 
journey to the alien planet and beg for 
asylum. Director: Charles Crichton. Writer: 
Christopher Penfold. Guest Stars: Anthony 
Valentine, Іва Blair. 

“The Troubled Spirit” — When a botanist 
оп Alpha is ordered to discontinue a series of 
experiments on plants, the Alphans are 
terrorized by a murderous spirit. Director: 
Ray Austin. Writer: Johnny Byrne. Guest 
Cast: Giancarlo Prette, Hillary Dwyer. 


“Ring Around The Moon” — Ап alien space 


probe from Triton terrorizes Alpha. Director: 
Ray Austin. Writer: Edward DiLorenzo 

“Space Brain’ — А gigantic substance, а 
space brain, is оп а collision course with 
Alpha. Director: Charles Crichton. Writer: 
Christopher Penfold. Guest Star: Shane 
Rimmer. 


“Missing Link” —Peter Cushing guest 
starred as Ruan, an anthropologist from the 
planet Zenno. He kidnaps Koenig to study a 
specimen of ancient man. His beautiful 
daughter, Vana (Joanna Dunham), doesn’t 
think Koenig a bad specimen of present-day 
man. Director: Ray Austin. Writer: Edward 
DiLorenzo. 

“The Last Enemy” — Caught between 
warring planets Betha and Delta, Moonbase 
Alpha becomes the center of attempted 
peace negotiations. Director: Bob Kellett. 
Writer: Bob Kellett. Guest Star: Caroline 
Mortimer. 

“The Infernal Machine’ — Koenig and 
Helena come across an alien ship containing 
The Companion, an elderly gentleman, 
slave to a computer alter-ego named Gwent. 
Director: David Tomblin. Writers: Anthony 
Terpiloff and Elizabeth Barrows. Guest Star: 
Leo McKern. 

“End Of Eternity” — Released from his 
asteroid prison, alien Balor goes ona 
rampage of death and destruction, Director: 
Ray Austin. Writer: Johnny Byrne. Guest 
Star: Peter Bowles. 

Alien Episodes: Second Season. 

“Metamorph” —Alien Maya is introduced 
on this episode, along with her father, 
Mentor. Mentor is planning to drain the 
brains of the visiting Alphans for an 
experiment with his biological molecular 
transformer. Koenig and Maya foil his plans. 
He perishes with his mad lab and Maya joins 
the Alphans on the Moonbase. Director: 
Charles Crichton. Writer: Johnny Byrne. 
Guest Star; Brian Blessed, 

“All That Glisters” —On a planet populated 
by living rocks (of the nasty variety), the 
Alphans are attacked by the stones who. 
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crave water. Helena is even paralyzed by one. 
Director: Ray Austin. Writer: Keith Miles. 
Guest Star: Patrick Mower. 

“The Exiles” — Two young alien children, 
picked up by the Alphans ona mercy 
mission, turn out to be savage killers. 
Director: Ray Austin. Writer: Donald James. 
Guest Stars: Peter Duncan, Stacy Dorning. 

“The March Of Агсһапоп” — Ап alien 
fellow and his son are aroused from 
suspended animation. Before lapsing into 
unconsciousness, they were felled by a 
terrible disease . . . a disease which now 
begins to spread among the Moonbase crew. 
Director: Charles Crichton. Writer: Lew 
Schwartz. Guest Stars: John Standing, 
Michael Gallagher. 

“One Moment Of Humanity” атага, a 
pretty young alien, abducts Helena and Tony 
and takes them to a planet inhabited by 
android rulers and humanoid slaves. The 
androids want a couple of top-notch human 
models to study, in order to learn the art of 
human emotion. Director: Charles Crichton. 
Writer: Tony Barwick. 

“The Rules Of Luton’’— After killing three 
flowers, Maya and Koenig are “tried for 
murder” on а savage planet of “justice” run 
by three aliens. Director: Val Guest. Writer: 
Charles Woodgrove. Guest Star: David 
Jackson. 

“The Taybor” —Taybor, a space trader, 
wants to swap a miraculous “‘jump-drive” 
device to the Alphans for Maya. Director: 
Bob Brooks. Writers: Thom Keyes. Guest 
Star: Willoughby Goddard. 

“The Beta Cloud’ —A space cloud 
contains a monster which attacks the 
Moonbase. Maya saves the day by 


transforming herself into a germ which 
infects the creature. Director: Robert Lynn. 
Writer: Charles Woodgrove. 

“The Chrysalis A-B-C” — Beneath a planet 
protected by a horrendously effective force- 
field are a host of dormant, chlorine- 
breathing monsters. Director: Val Guest. 
Writer: Tony Barwick. Guest Stars: Ina 
Skriver, Sarah Douglas. 

“Catacombs Of The Moon” —An 
underground miner is plagued by 
hallucinations caused by nearby alien 
creatures. Director: Robert Lynn. Writer: 
Anthony Terpiloff. 

“Seeds of Destruction” — Оп an asteroid, 
space crystals have the power to create a 
double of Koenig. Director: Kevin Connor. 
Writer: John Goldstone. 

“Space Warp" — À space warp causes 
several Alphans to lose their minds; most 
notably Maya who turns herself into a half 
dozen creatures and goes on a rampage of 
destruction. Director: Peter Medak. Writer: 
Charles Woodgrove. 

“New Adam, New Eve" — Alien Magus 
wants to create a race of super-humans by 
breeding Maya with John Koenig. Director: 


Val Guest. Writer: Terence Feely. Guest Star: 


Guy Rolfe. 

“А Matter Of Balance” —On a desolate 
planet the alien Vindrus has plans to replace 
each Alphan with a member of his dying 
race. Director: Charles Crichton. Writers: Pip 
and Jane Baker. Guest Star: Stuart Wilson. 

“The Bringers Of Wonder” (2 parts)—A 
group of hostile aliens land on Alpha, 
hypnotizing the crew into believing they're 
Earthmen sent to save them. Only John 
Koenig, who has been under the influence of 
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ascientific experiment, sees through their 
disguises. The aliens are warriors who need 
the atomic waste still left on the Moon to 
recharge their ship. The only catch is they 
have to detonate it to use it. . . a move that 
will effectively reduce all of Moonbase Alpha 
to confetti-sized fragments. Director: Tom 
Clegg. Writer: Terence Feely. Guest Stars: 
Stuart Damon, Patrick Westwood. 

“The Immunity Syndrome” — Visiting an 
alien planet, Tony, Carter and Koenig 
encounter the remnants of a civilization that 
was destroyed by an amorphous being that 
craves power . . . all power. Worse yet, the 
creature is still alive and ready for dinner. 
Director: Bob Brooks. Writer: Johnny Byrne. 

“The Dorcons’’—Dorcon warriors demand 
that Moonbase Alpha hand over Maya. They 
want to extend their own mental prowess 
and to do that they need the brain-matter of a 
Psychon. Director: Tom Clegg, Writer: 
Johnny Byrne. 

“Dorzak’’ -- Мауа accidentally frees 
Psychon prisoner Dorzak from his cell 
aboard alien Sahala’s spaceship. Learning 
the art of molecular transformation, Dorzak 
begins to slip in and out of Moonbase Alpha 
in different forms, with the intention of 
running the entire base into the ground. 
Director: Charles Crichton, Writers: Pip and 
Jane Baker. 

“Devil's Planet” — А race of cat women 
capture Koenig. Koenig is told that he can be 
pardoned if he passes the rigors of “The 
Hunt.” Director: Tom Clegg. Writer: Michael 
Winder. Guest Star: Hildegard Neil. 
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THE STARLOST 
Syndicated (1973) 

Another short-lived SF series that probably 
looked exceedingly good on paper, but lost 
something in the translation to video. The 
only survivors of a ravaged Earth roam the 
galaxy in their spaceship looking for a home. 
What they find, however, is alien menace 
and alleged adventure week after week. 
Harlan Ellison created the show, then aborted 
the mission upon seeing its maturation. He 
received a credit line as Cordwainer Bird. Not 
so lucky was star Keir Dullea who used his 
real moniker. 


STAR TREK 


STAR MAIDENS 


(Syndicated) 1977 

Originally filmed in 1975, this thirteen 
episode British series finally made it to the 
American shores in the fall of 1977. The plot 
concerns the plight of the men of the planet, 
Medusa. Іп a society ruled by women, the 
males are nothing more than sex objects and 
slaves. Two men, Adam (Pierre Brice) and 
Shem (Gareth Thomas), steal a space cruiser 
and flee, making their way to Earth. They are 
pursued by Medusan authorities Octavia 
(Christiane Kruger) and Fulvia (Judy 
Geeson). On Earth, the two men seek asylum 
from Earthmen Professor Evans (Derek Farr), 
Liz (Lisa Harrow) and Rudi (Christian 
Quadflieg) 

Producer: James Gatward. Released by 
Teleworld. 
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STAR TREK 
NBC (1966-1969) 

Probably the most famous of all televised 
science-fiction shows, Star Trek was (and is) 
the brain-child of writer-producer Gene 
Roddenberry. Roddenberry, who had risen in 
the ranks of TV-dom from scriptwriter for 
Dragnet to head writer for Have Gun Will 
Travel to producer of The Lieutenant, was 
seeking to do a futuristic update of one of his 
favorite, idealistic heroes, Horatio 
Hornblower. Gradually, the concept of Star 
Trek evolved and, after a lot of modifications, 
rewrites and compromises, Star Trek finally 
made its way to network television. 

The show was 4 critical success from the 
start and quite popular with young fans. 
NBC, however, did not know what to do with 
the show. Its time slot was constantly fiddled 
with, finally settling down ina late night 
Friday berth; a death slot for a youth-oriented 
show. The ratings polls in those days were 
conducted under different conditions and 
potential Trek advertisers and network brass 
were frightened by the fact that Trek had 
such a young audience. Where were the 
parents? Who would watch the deodorant 
ads? 

Still, the show continued undaunted for 
three full seasons (with Roddenberry 
producing two). The exploits of the U. S.S. 
Enterprise became legendary with Captain 
Kirk (William Shatner), Mr. Spock (Leonard 
Nimoy), Dr. McCoy (DeForest Kelley), Lt. 
Uhuru (Nichelle Nichols), Scotty (Jimmy 
Doohan), Lt. Sulu (George Takei) and 
Chekov (Walter Koenig) meeting different 
aliens from week to week; encountering 
different adventures and leaving their 
audiences with different philosophical 
messages to ponder. Most of Trek's aliens 
were spectacular both in form and content. 

Nimoy as Spock, however, usually stole 
the thunder in terms of an alien popularity 
poll. The dour, pointed-eared, half-breed 
(Vulcan and Terran) was nearly unflappable 
and showed a great interest in the pursuit of 
logic. For many SF fans, Spock is the 
ultimate alien character. 
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Alien Episodes: First Season. 

“The Menagerie” — This two-parter 
showed a lot of footage from the show’s pilot 
episode, “The Cage.” Spock is nearly court- 
martialed out of Star Fleet for bringing the 
Enterprise to Talos IV as a favor to his 
crippled, original commander, Pike (Jeffrey 
Hunter). The Fleet prosecutors are then 
shown the history of Pike on Talos ІУ, where 
he was imprisoned in a cage by telepathic 
beings. Guest Stars: John Hoyt, Susan 
Oliver, Malachi Throne. 

“The Corbomite Maneuver” — Balok, a 
supposedly fierce-looking alien commander, 
is bluffed out of an attack by Kirk. As it turns 
out, Balok is a mischievous tiny tot of a 
fellow, who wishes company. Director: 
Joseph Sargent. Writer: Jerry Sohl. Guest 
: Clint Howard. 

—Ona strange world, children are 
the only inhabitants. A disease kills any 
adults and, once the children reach puberty, 
they, too, die. Kirk tries to save the planet. 
Director: Vincent McEveety. Writer: Adrian 
Spies. Guest Stars: Kim Darby, Michael J. 
Pollard. 

“The Man Trap" —McCoy meets an old 
flame, who turns out to be a murderous alien. 
The alien, who can take any human form, 
survives by sucking out all salt from her 
human victims. Director: Marc Daniels. 
Writer: George C. Johnson. 

“Charlie X” — Brought up on an alien 
planet, where the rulers are sheer, invisible 
brain power, adolescent Charlie possesses 
ап amazing amount of far-reaching telepathic 
power. The problem is, when he throws а 
‘temper-tantrum he's capable of totally 
disintegrating his victims. Director: Lawrence 
Dobkin, Writers: D.C. Fontana and Gene 
Roddenberry. Guest Star: Robert Walker, Jr. 

“Where No Man Has Gone Before” —A 
strange force in space transforms two of the 
Enterprise's crew into mutants with unlimited 
powers of the mind. Director: James 
Goldstone. Writer: Sam Peeples. Guest 
Stars: Gary Lockwood, Sally Kellerman. 

“Balance Of Terror” — Kirk plays an 
intergalactic game of cat and mouse with the 
commander of a Romulan vessel. Bad 
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feelings arise aboard the Enterprise when a 


crew member discovers that the Romulon 
resembles Spock. Director: Vincent 
McEveety. Writer: Paul Schneider. 

“The Galileo Seven” — With Spock in 
command, the shuttlecraft Galileo crash- 
lands on Tarus ІІ where it is menaced by 
gorilla-like natives. Director: Robert Gist. 
Writer: Oliver Crawford. 

“The Squire Of Gothos” — An alien, 
Trelane, assumes human form and attempts 
to change his world, Gothos, into a duplicate 
of Earth's 18th century. Director: Donald 
McDougall. Writer: Paul Schneider. Guest 
Star: William Campbell. 

“Arena” — А pacifist alien force kidnaps 
Kirk and a warring Gorn commander and 
places them on a deserted planet. Its 
proposed that, instead of the Gorn ship and 
the Enterprise battling in space, the battle 
will be settled on the planet . . . ina duel to 
the death. Director: Joseph Pevney. Writer: 
Gene Coon froma story by Fredric Brown. 
Guest Star: Carole Sheyine. 

“The Return Of The Archons’’—A 
seemingly docile race of humanoids are ruled 
by an omniscient force which sometimes bids 
them to do wrong. Kirk discovers the “god” 
to be a computer, Landreu, hidden in the 
recesses of the planet. Director: Joseph 
Pevney. Writ oris Sobelman from a story 
by Roddenberry. Guest Cast: Harry Townes, 
Torin Thatcher. 

“А Taste Of Armageddon" —Eminar Il and 
Vendikar are two planets who fight by 
computer. When the Enterprise falls into their 
war zone, itis captured as a prisoner of war, 
and, then, ordered destroyed. Director: 
Joseph Pevney. Guest Star: David 
Opatoshu. 

“This Side Of Paradise” — Оп the planet 
Omicron Ceti ll, a race of alien plants shoot 
their spores at Enterprise crewmembers and 
forcibly make everything copacetic. Director: 
Ralph Senensky. Writer: D.C. Fontana from 
astory by Fontana and Nathan Butler. Guest 
Star: Jill Ireland. 

“Operation Annihilate” — Kirk's brother 
and sister-in-law are killed on the Denevan 
outpost by gelatinous parasitic beings who 
attack human tissue and, then, take over the 
brain quite painfully. Director: Herschel 


Daugherty. Writer: Steven Carabatsos. 

“The Alternative Factor” —Lazarus, a 
mirror-like alien with two independent 
images, one good and one evil, haunts 
himself in parallel universes. Should the two 
totally opposite creatures ever meet. . . both 
universes will explode as matter and anti- 
matter crash head-on. Director: Gerd 
Oswald. Writer: Don Ingalls. Guest Star: 
Robert Brown. 

“Errand Of Mercy” —The Klingons and the 
Enterprise crew show up on the pacifist 
planet of Organia at the same time: one to 
invade, the other to protect. The Organians 
want no part of either. Director: John 
Newland. Writer: Gene Coon. 

“The Devil Іп The Dark” — А silicon alien in 
amining tunnel kills miners. Spock and Kirk 
discover that the creature is a mother 
protecting her rock-like young. Director: 
Joseph Pevney. Writer: Gene Coon. Guest 
Star: Ken Lynch. 


“The Omega Glory” —On Omega IV, the 
natives live out an abberated version of 
America’s colonial times. Director: Vincent 
McEveety. Writer: Gene Roddenberry. Guest 
Star: Morgan Woodward. 

"Ву Any Other Name” — Aliens from 
Andromeda, energy beings, take over a few 
bodies on the Enterprise and find out that 
they quite enjoy the experience, Director: 
Marc Daniels. Writer: Jerome Bixby and D.C. 
Fontana. 

“А Private Little War’—The Klingons try 
to disrupt a peaceful planet by gun-running. 
Director: Marc Daniels. Writer: Gene 
Roddenberry. Guest Star: Nancy Kovak. 

“Return To Tomorrow” — Kirk and Spock 
attempt to kill each other when possessed by 
the supposedly friendly entities of three alien 
creatures; the lone survivors of a genius race. 
The alien spirits want to use the bodies only 
until android bodies can be made, buta love 
triangle emerges and Kirk and Spock become 
two-thirds of it. Director: Ralph Senensky. 
Writer: John Kingsbridge. 

“Patterns Of Force” — Sociologist John 
Gill sets up a Nazi empire on another world 
with the peaceful Zeons as the downtrodden 
race. Director: Vincent McEveety. Writer: 
John Meredyth Lucas. 
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Alien Episodes: Second Season. 

“Amok Time” — Spock returns to Vulcan 
to mate. Once there, however, Spock finds 
that his intended has picked another 
intended. Director: Joseph Pevney. Writer: 
Theodore Sturgeon. Guest Stars: Arlen 
Martel, Celia Lovsky. 

“Who Mourns For Adonis” — Оп the planet 
Pollux IV, the Enterprise's crew run into a 
gigantic alien humanoid who claims he is the 
ancient god, Apollo. Director: Mare Daniels. 
Writer: Gene Coon from a story by Gilbert 
Ralston. Guest Star: Michael Forest. 

“Mirror, Mirror” — Ап ion storm throws 
Kirk, Scotty, McCoy and Uhuru into an 
alternate universe where violence is a way of 
life. Their four violent “doubles” show up on 
the Enterprise. Director: Marc Daniels. 
Writer: Jerome Bixby. 

“Metamorphosis” — Trapped on a barren 


planet, Kirk, Spock, McCoy and Federation 
diplomat Nancy Hedfored witness a love 
affair between an ancient Earthman anda 
formless energy being. Director: Joseph 
Pevney. Writer: Gene Coon. 

“Catspaw” —Two aliens on the planet 
Pyros have some fun at the Enterprise crew's 
expense, conjuring up visions of haunted 
castles, witches, black cats, and dozens of 
gothic cliches. Direct joseph Pevney. 
Writers: Robert Bloch and D.C. Fontana. 

“The Apple” — А child-like race, on the 
planet Gamma Trianguli VI, are governed by 
the sinister “god” Vaal. Vaal in his wisdom 
has made the residents of the planet 
immortal and totally lethargic. When the 
Enterprise's crew lands, Vaal and his people 
become kinetic. Director: Joseph Реупеу. 
Writer: Max Ehrlich and Gene Coon. 

“Journey To Babel’’—A host of Federation 
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diplomats converge on the Enterprise for a 
vote to admit the planet Cordian into the 
Federation. Among those invited are Spock's 
parents, Sarek (a Vulcan) and Amanda (an 
Earthling). When one of the delegates is 
murdered, everyone aboard is suspected. . . 
including Sarek. Director: Joseph Pevney. 
Writer: D.C. Fontana. Guest Stars: Mark 
Lenard, Jane Wyatt. 

“Friday's Child” —The Klingons enter the 
society of Capella IV and attempt to incite a 
rebellion. Luckily enough, the Enterprise's 
finest is on the planet as well, trying to see to 
it that the humanoid aliens don’t fall into 
Klingon hands. Director: Joseph Pevney. 
Writer: D.C. Fontana. 

“The Deadly Years” — After visiting the 
planet Gamma Hydra IV, Kirk, Scotty, Spock 
and McCoy begin to age rapidly. If that isn’t 
trouble enough, there’s a Romulan force on 
the Enterprise's tail. Director; Joseph 
Pevney. Writer: David P. Harmon. 

“Obsession” — Kirk pursues an amorphous 
cloud monster that he, inadvertently, allowed 
to go free years ago. Director: Ralph 
Senensky. Writer: Art Wallace. 

“Wolf In The Fold” — The conscious power 
that motivated Jack the Ripper is loose in the 
galaxy, apparently landing on Argelius Il. 
Scotty, unfortunately, looks like he’s the one 
possessed by the murderous might. Director: 
Joseph Pevney. Writer: Robert Bloch. Guest 
Cast: Pilar Seurat, John Fiedler. 

“The Trouble With Tribbles'' — Tiny 
tribbles can multiply at will. When the furry 
funsters get loose in an important shipment 
of quadrotriticale, a much-needed grain, the 
trouble takes on political overtones. Director: 
Joseph Pevney. Writer: David Gerrold, Guest 
Stars: William Schallert, Stanley Adams. 

“The Gamesters Of Triskelion” — The 
Providers like to play games. Unfortunately, 
the games they play include human pawns. 
Among their newest game pieces: Kirk, 
Chekov and Uhuru. Director: Gene Nelson. 
Writer: Margaret Armen. 

“A Piece Of The Action" —On lotia, опе 
hundred years ago, a crewman froma 
Federation ship accidentally left behind a 
book explaining the behavior of gangsters in 
the roaring twenties. Now, a century later, 
the planet is run by hit men, cigar-chomping 
bosses and floozie flappers. Director: James 
Komack. Writers: David Harmon and Gene 
Сооп. 
he Immunity Syndrome” — А gigantic, 
one-celled amoeba beast roams the galaxy 
unchecked, destroying planets and whole 
star systems. Spock, alone ina shuttlecraft, 
attempts to reach its nucleus and destroy it. 
Director: Joseph Pevney. Writer: Robert 
Sabaroff. 

“The Empath" —Trapped by aliens along 
with the Enterprise's finest is Gem, ап 
empath. When the aliens decree that the 
Earthpeople be tortured, Gem absorbs the 
pain. Director: John Erman. Writer: Joyce 
Muscat. Guest Star: Kathryn May Hays. 

“Day Of The Ооуе'' — Ап amorphous cloud 
being, which thrives on anger, beams a horde 
of Klingons aboard the Enterprise with plans 
of feeding off the resulting clash. Director: 
Marvin Chomsky. Writer: Jerome Bixby. 

“Ів There In Truth No Beauty” —A 
Medusan, hideous to the human eye, is 
spotted by Spock . . . who promptly goes 
mad. Director: Ralph Senensky. Writer: Jean 
Lisette Aroeste. Guest Star: Diana Muldaur. 

“Апа The Children Shall Lead” — Ап alien 
villain, Gorgan, uses children to destroy, 
Director: Marvin Chomsky. Writer: Edward 


J. Lasko. Guest Star: Melvin Belli. 

“The Paradise Syndrome’ —Marooned on 
a primitive planet and stricken with amnesia, 
Kirk maries an alien woman (a variation of an 
American Indian) and becomes a warrior of 
her tribe. Director: Judd Taylor. Writer: 
Margaret Armen. Guest Star: Sabrina 
Scharf. 

“Spectre Of The Gun” — Violating the 
territory of the Milkotians, Kirk and his crew 
are sent to a strange planet where anything 
can happen. . . including a re-enactment of 
the famous Gunfight At The OK Corral with 
the unsuspecting Enterprise crew on one 
side, the lawmen on the other. Director: 
Vincent McEveety. Writer: Lee Cronin. 

“All Our Yesterdays” — The Enterprise's 
officers are transported to a planet at 
different periods during its history. Director: 
Herschel Daugherty. Writers: Gene 
Roddenberry and Arthur Heine. 

“The Cloud Minders’ —The city of Ardana 
is suspended in the sky. The slaves on the 
ground below mine the Zeenite needed to run 
the city. By the time the Enterprise enters the 
picture, the downtrodden are beginning to 
rebel. Director: Judd Taylor. Writer: 
Margaret Armen. 

“The Way To Eden” — A group of futuristic 
hippies take over a space cruiser on their way 
to the land of Eden. Director: David 
Alexander. Writer: Michael Richards. Guest 
Star: Skip Homier. 

“Requiem For Methuselah” — The alien 
Flint is immortal and a bit misanthropic as 
well. Claiming that he's visited Earth in a 
myriad of forms (DaVinci, Solomon, 
Methuselah) һе” rather destroy the crew of 
the Enterprise than have them reveal his 
whereabouts. Director: Murray Golden. 
Writer: Jerome Bixby. Guest Star: James 
Daly. 

“The Lights Of 2еїаг” — The girl of 
Scotty's dreams is possessed by several 
nasty alien life-forces. Director: Herb 
Kenwith. Writers: Jeremy Tarcher and Shari 
Lewis, 

“The Savage Curtain” — On a 
phantasmagoric planet, Kirk teams with Abe 
Lincoln in an attempt to defeat the evil 
characters of Earth history. Director: 
Herschel Daugherty. Writers: Arthur 
Heinemann and Roddenberry. 

Series Credits: Star Trek was produced by 
Gene Roddenberry, Gene Coon, John М. 
Lucas and Fred Freiberger. Special Effects: 
Howard Anderson Co., Film Effects of 
Hollywood, Inc., Westheimer Company and 
Jim Rugg. Makeup: Fred Phillips. Music: 
Alexander Courage and Gerald Fried. 


Alien Episodes: Third Season. 

“The Enterprise Incident” —Disguised аз a 
Romulan while on a spy mission, Kirk is 
captured by the Romulan Commander, a 
lovely lass who tries to seduce Spock into 
joining her cause. Director John Meredyth 
Lucas. Writer: D.C. Fontana. Guest Star: 
Joanne Linville. 

“Spock's Brain” — Ап alien woman steals 
Spock's brain. Director: Marc Daniels. 
Writer; Lee Cronin. Guest Star: Marj Dusay. 

“That Which Survives” — On a barren 
planet, the Enterprise landing party 
encounters a female who kills with a slight 
touch. Director: Herb Wallerstein. Writers: 
D.C. Fontana and John Meredyth Lucas. 
Guest Star: Lee Meriwether. 

“Mark Of Gideon” — Kirk is kidnapped by 
the residents of the planet Gideon . . . who 
put him in a phoney Enterprise. Kirk thinks 


the crew has vanished. Meanwhile, on the 
real Enterprise, the crew finds that Kirk has 
disappeared. Director: Judd Taylor. Writers: 
George Slavin and Stanley Adams. Guest 
Star: Sharon Acker. 

“Let That Be Your Last Battlefield.""—Two 
aliens, half-white, half-black, use the 
Enterprise as a battlefield. One represents an 
oppressed race; the other, the oppressor. 
Director: Judd Taylor. Writers: Lee Cronin 
and Oliver Crawford. 

“Elaan of Troyius” —The Enterprise must 
transport an alien princess to her husband-to- 
be. She loathes him and he doesn’t care 
much about her. It's a ploy to end an ageless 
war. Director: John Meredyth Lucas. Writer: 
Lucas. Guest Star: Frances Nuyen. 

“For The World Is Hollow, And І Have 
Touched The Sky” —A computerized planet 
is really а hollow spaceship on a collision 
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course with another planet. Director: Tony 
Leader. Writer: Rick Vollaerts. 

“The Tholian Web” — While оп а rescue 
mission (searching for Kirk) the Enterprise is 
surprised by a Tholian force that ensnares it 
іп a powerful “web.” Director: Ralph 
Senensky. Writer: Judy Burns. 

“Plato's Stepchildren’’ — А гасе of aliens 
take great delight in humiliating their slaves. 
Director: David Alexander. Writer: Meyer 
Dolinsky. Guest Star: Michael Dunn. 

“Wink Of An Eye” — The inhabitants of 
Scalos live at such an accelerated speed that 
they are invisible to human eyes. Their 
presence is determined only by a slight 
buzzing sound. The men are sterile, so the 
females must kidnap men for breeding. A 
likely choice is Kirk. Director: Judd Taylor. 
Writer: Arthur Keinemann. Guest Star: 
Kathie Brown. 
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SUPERMAN 
Syndicated (1953-1957) 

The comics’ most benevolent alien, 
Superman, came to the TV screen witha 
spectacular leap in 1953 and, for the next five 
seasons, delighted fans from five to fifty with 
his feats of superhuman abilities. The show 
stuck fairly close to the comics formula (with 
the later seasons becoming exceedingly 
cartoonish). The opening show recounted 
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Superman's origins, with Jor-El warning the 
leaders of Krypton of impending doom. His 
infant son is sent to Earth їп а rocket as the 
planet explodes. 

Adopted by the kindly Kents, the boy 
grows into a fine specimen of manhood. 
Adult Clark Kent journeys to Metropolis 
where he snares a job as a reporter, on the 
Daily Planet. George Reeves brought just the 
tight touch to his characterization of the Man 
of Steel—deft and slightly condescending in 
his humor, 

As the show progressed, so did the quality 
in terms of technical matters. In an era of 
black and white, the show was one of the 
first to go color (the final three seasons), and 
Thal (Si) Simonson’s special effects were 
superb. For take-off and flying sequences a 
variety of devices were used —from rear- 
‘screen projection shots to springboards and 
pulley systems. 

For the most part, the cast and characters 
remained the same for the show's run. Phyllis 
Coates appeared as Lois Lane, but was 
replaced after a season by Noel Neill. Jack 
Larson was Jimmy Olsen, John Hamilton 
was Perry White and Robert Shayne was 
Inspector Henderson. The show proved so 
popular that, in 1954, several film versions of 
spliced-together TV episodes were released 
by 20th Century-Fox (see movie section). 


THE TIME TUNNEL 
ABC (1966) 

This Irwin Allen production featured James 
Darren as Dr. Tony Newman, Whit Bissell as 
Lt. Gen. Heywood Kirk and Robert Colbert as 
Dr. Doug Phillips. Week after week Newman 
and Phillips would take hour-long, color 
journeys through time via an immense time 
portal. Their paths crossed with those of 
aliens in the following episodes: “Visitors 
From Beyond The Stars” — А group of silver- 
coated aliens turn up in the year 1885 in, of 
all places, Arizona. Director: Sobey Martin. 
Writers: Wanda and Bob Duncan. Guest 
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Stars: Tris Coffin, John Hoyt. 

“Raiders From Outer Space” —The ancient 
battle of Khartoum takes place with the aid of 
an alien beast. Director: Nathan Juran. 
Writers: Wanda and Bob Duncan. Guest 
Star: Johnny Crawford. 

“Town Of Terror” —Aliens attempt to 
drain the Earth of oxygen in 1978 from а hide- 
out in New England. Director: Herschel 
Daugherty. Writer: Carey Wilbur. Guest Star: 
Heather Young. 

Special Effects: L.B. Abbott. Music: 
Johnny Williams. Makeup: Ben Nye. 


TOM CORBETT, SPACE CADET 
Syndicated (1950) 

Like his video peers, Rod Brown and 
Captain Video, Tom fought intergalactic 
crime on a weekly basis. In the year 2335, 
Tom (Frankie Thomas), clad in jumpsuit and 
a cloak of juvenile bravura, staved off the 
humanoid bad guys from space. 


THE TWILIGHT ZONE 
CBS (1959-1964) 

Brilliant television and motion picture 
writer Rod Serling approached CBS-TV with 
the idea of an anthology series dealing in 
fantasy during the late fifties. Serling, one of 
early TV's “golden boys,” staked his 
reputation on this show. He had gained both 
public and critical acclaim via such televised 
dramas as Patterns, Requiem For A 
Heavyweight and The Comedian. CBS was 
finally persuaded to take the series which 
proved a phenomenal success, winning three 
Emmys during its five seasons. The Twilight 
Zone was a half hour, black and white show. 
The network briefly expanded the show to an 
hour format in its fourth season, but when 
that proved nearly fatal, quickly resumed 
with half-hour telecasts. Quite a few aliens 
сате and went on the series. Here they are in 
all their glory: 

“Death Star” — Forbidden Planet's saucer 
ship put in a guest appearance on this 
episode. A crew of astronauts land on an 
alien planet and see exact duplicates of 
themselves crash-land on the planet. The 
astronauts feel that somehow the alien 
terrain is giving them a glimpse of the future. 
Director: Daniel Medford. Writer: Richard 
Matheson. Guest Cast: Jack Klugman, Ross 
Martin. 

“Elegy” — A spaceship filled with 
astronauts lands on an alien world where all 
the residents seem to be in a deep trance. 
Director: Douglas Heyes. Writer: Charles 
Beaumont. Guest Cast: Cecil Kellaway, Jeff 
Morrow. 

“The Fugitive” — Ап alien from another 
planet, who has assumed the guise of a 
grandfatherly Earthman, decides to stay on 
Earth, thus invoking the wrath of his peers at 
home. He is constantly pursued by 
representatives of his government. He risks 
being discovered by using his outerworldly 
Powers to save the life of a sick little girl. 
Director: Richard Bare. Writer: Charles 
Beaumont. Guest Cast: J, Pat O’Malley, 
Susan Gordon. 

“Hocus Pocus and Frisby” — Ап elderly 
содаег з tall tales impress a group of aliens 
who, having no knowledge of the concept of 
“lying,” believe every word he says. They 
attempt to take him back to their world where 
he would serve as а prime example of homo 
sapien magnificence. Director: Lamont 
Johnson. Writer: Rod Serling. Guest Cast: 
Andy Devine, Dabbs Greer. 


“The Invaders” — An elderly woman is 
trapped in her home with two tiny alien 
astronauts who have crash-landed in her 
attic. The woman does battle with the mini- 
invaders, fighting them off with household 
utensils. During the final few moments, itis 
revealed that the aliens are really astronauts 
from Earth. Director: Douglas Heyes. Writer: 
Richard Matheson. Guest Star: Agnes 
Moorehead. 

“The Little People” —A trio of space 
travelers lands on a planet where the people 
are of Lilliputian size. Two of the travelers 
depart; the third stays to become a sort of 
god to the tiny civilization. Before long, he 
misses the company of humans his own size 
and he stomps his followers to a pulp. In the 
middle of his murderous tantrum a large 
shadow falls upon him. He gazes upward. He 
screams. A titanic hand descends to his level 
and lifts him skyward, accidentally crushing 
him. Director: William Craxton. Writer: Rod 
Serling. Guest Cast: Claude Akins, Joe 
Maross. 

“Mr. Dingle The Strong” А timid 
bookworm is given superhuman powers by 
sympathetic aliens, Director: John Brahm. 
Writer: Rod Serling. Guest Star: Burgess 
Meredith. 

“The Monsters Are Due On Maple 
Street — А power failure causes panic ina 
small town when the rumor spreads that the 
disaster was caused by alien invaders who 
look like Earthpeople. Discovering that they 
were wrong, the community returns to 
normal. . . and the real aliens decide to make 
their move. Director: Ronald Winston. 
Writer: Rod Serling, Guest Cast: Claude 
Akins, Barry Atwater, 

“Probe 7— Over Апа Out” —When a male 
astronaut crashlands on а lush jungle planet, 
he believes himself to be the only human in 
that world. Soon, he runs across a female 
space traveler, similarly marooned. They join 
forces and face the challenge of this new 
world together. His name: Adam. Her name: 
Eve. The planet: Earth. Director: Ted Post. 
Writer: Rod Serling. Guest Ca ichard 
Basehart, Antoinette Cooper. 

“People Are Alike All Over” —A space 
party from Earth lands on Mars and 
encounters very human Martians. One of the 
astronauts falls in love with a young Martian 
girl and is delighted to find out how close the 
Martians are to Earthpeople in the way of 
“human nature.” And soon the astronaut is 
on display in a Martian zoo. Director: Richard 
Leisen. Writer: Rod Serling. Guest Cast: 
Roddy McDowall, Susan Oliver. 

“To Serve Man” — Damon Knight's classic 
tale received a fantastic adaptation here. A 
flying saucer lands on Earth and а gigantic 
alien emerges, brandishing words of peace 
апа а gift: a book in his alien tongue, To 
Serve Man. The charismatic alien (Richard 
Kiel) begins taking Earthpeople back to his 
Utopian planet оп а regular shuttle basis. All 
the humans that leave Earth never return. 
They send their loved ones a few post cards 
extolling the planet's virtues and encouraging 
them to join them. They never write again. 
Finally, the answer is found. To Serve Man is 
the title of an alien cookbook. Director: 
Richard Bare. Writer: Richard Matheson. 
Guest Star: Lloyd Bochner. 

“Will The Real Martian Please Stand 
Ор?” А group of people at a near-deserted 
diner try to decide which one of themis, in 
reality, a Martian. Director: Montgomery 
Pittman. Writer: Rod Serling. Guest Cast: 
John Hoyt, Morgan Jones. 
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UFO 
ITC (1972) 

Gerry and Sylvia Anderson's first live- 
action series after their successful 
Supermarionation shows concerned the 
efforts of SHADO (Supreme Headquarters 
Alien Defense Organization) in protecting the 
Earth from the potential threat of alien 
spacecraft. SHADO's main outposts were on 
the Moon and in an underground complex in 
England, cleverly disguised to look like a 
movie studio. SHADO’s main тап was 
American Ed Straker (Ed Bishop) who kept 
things running smoothly, assimilating 
information from both outposts and from 
SID, the orbiting Space Intruder Detector, 
Week after week, Control, Moonbase and 
SID ran across usually unseen menaces. 
Other series regulars included George Sewell 
as Col. Freeman, Michael Billington as Col. 
Foster, Wanda Ventham as Col. Lake, 
Gabrielle Drake as Lt. Gay Ellis, Antonia Ellis 
as Joan Harrington and Dolores Mantez аз 
Nina Barry. 

Episodes included: 

“Identified” —The forces of SHADO 
capture a wounded alien who confesses that 
UFOs have been kidnapping humans for 
years in order to steal internal organs for 
dying members of the alien race. Director: 
Gerry Anderson, Writers: Gerry and Sylvia 
Anderson. Guest Stars: Basil Dignam, Gary 
Myers. 
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“The Cat With Ten Lives” —SHADO agent 
Regan is captured by aliens who attempt to 
hypnotize him. They also abduct his wife. 
The valiant agent must decide whether to 
destroy a saucer, which probably contains his 
wife, or allow the aliens to escape. Director: 
David Tomblin. Writer: Tomblin. Guest 
Stars: Alexis Kanner, Geraldine Moffat. 

Close-Up’ —A new electron telescope is 
putinto a SHADO craft. The craft is then 
sent to spy оп a UFO heading for home. 
Unfortunately, a malfunction causes the 
mission to be aborted. Director: Alan Perry. 
Writer: Tony Barwick. Guest Star: Gary 
Myers. 

“The Computer Affair —SID detects an 
approaching saucer and a red alert is 
declared. A battle ensues and one of the 
SHADO craft is destroyed. Lt. Ellis, after 
being outmaneuvered, is tested to see if she 
is fit for duty. Director: David Lane. Writer: 
Tony Barwick. Guest Stars: Nigel Lambert, 
Maxwell Shaw. 

“Confetti Check A-OK” — Straker recalls 
how his initial involvement with SHADO 
caused the break-up of his marriage. 
Director: David Lane. Writer: Tony Barwick. 
Guest Star: Suzanna Neve. 

“Conflict” — An alien war device is hidden 
within a ton of space debris orbiting the 
Earth. After a manned rocket is destroyed by 
the weapon, Straker attempts to destroy the 
space debris. Director: Ken Turner. Writer: 
Ruric Powell. 
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“The Dalotek Affair — А saucer plants а 
jamming device near Moonbase, which 
results in the loss of all visual and audio 
transmissions. The company which is 
responsible for the Moonbase gadgetry, 
Dalotek, is held responsible for the foul-up. 
Director: Alan Perry. Writer: Ruric Powell. 
Guest Star: Tracy Reed. 

“Destruction” — А UFO is shot down by а 
Navy gunship. Straker’s investigation comes 
up with Navy personnel under alien control. 
The UFO's attack yet another ship with a plan 
of taking over the Earth. Director: Ken 
Turner. Writer: Dennis Spooner. Guest Star: 
Phillip Madoc. 

“E.S.P."’—A man named Croxley, a 
clairvoyant, watches a UFO kill his wife. 
Shortly thereafter, his mind is controlled by 
the aliens. His orders are to kill certain key 
SHADO agents. Director: Ken Turner. 
Writer: Alan Fennell. Guest Stars: John 
Stratton, Douglas Wilmer. 

“Exposed” — Paul Foster joins the ranks of 
SHADO. He recounts his past, which 
portrays him as a civilian test pilot being 
pursued by flying saucers. Director: Dave 
Lane. Writer: Tony Barwick. Guest Stars: 
Matt Zimmerman, Jean Marsh. 

“Flight Path” —Traitors blackmail a 
Moonbase employee to make way for a UFO. 
invasion. Director: Ken Turner. Writer: lan 
Scott Stewart. Guest Star: Keith Grenville. 

“Kill Straker” — Foster and another 
SHADO employee are captured by aliens and 
hypnotized into attempting to kill the 
Commander. Director: Ken Turner. Writer: 
David Tomblin. Guest Star: David Sumner, 

“The Long Sleep’ —A woman comes out 
of a ten-year coma and tells the Commander 
that she has seen a UFO. Only she knows the 
secret of a super-bomb planted a decade ago 
by aliens. Director: Jeremy Summers. 
Writer: David Tomblin. Guest Star: Tessa 
Wyatt. 

“The Man Who Came Back" —SID is 
attacked by a saucer. A SHADO pilot sent to 
the rescue is also blasted away and later 
hypnotized by aliens. Director: David Lane. 
Writer: Terence Feely. Guest Star: Derren 
Nesbitt. 

“Mindbender” — А UFO explodes near 
Control. The debris from the saucer causes a 
space disease. Director; Ken Turner. Writer: 
Tony Barwick. Guest Star: Al Mancini. 

“Ordeal’’— Foster is taken prisoner by 
aliens who place him in an alien spacesuit 
with plans of transporting him to their home. 
planet. Director: Ken Turner. Writer: Tony 
Barwick. Guest Star: Quinn O'Hara. 

“The Psychobombs"’ —Three people are 
given superhuman strength by aliens and are 
told to destroy the SHADO Control center. 
Director: Jeremy Summers. Writer: Tony 
Barwick. Guest Stars: Deborah Grant, Mike 
Pratt, David Collings. 

“А Question Of Priorities’ —Straker’s son 
is injured in a car accident and the 
Commander must choose between going to 
his aid or investigating a downed UFO. 
Director: Alan Perry. Writer: Tony Barwick, 
Guest Stars: Barnaby Shaw, Suzanne Neve. 

“Reflections In The Water” — Invaders set 
up an underwater base. Director and Writer: 
David Tomblin. Guest Star: James Cosmo. 

“The Responsibility Seat —A suspected 
alien is allowed into the ‘‘movie studio” 
SHADO complex to interview Straker. 
Director: Ken Turner. Writer: Ruric Powell. 
Guest Star: Jane Morrow. 

“The Sound Of Silence" — As SHADO 


chases a downed UFO, the alien crew 
capture one human and kill another. Director: 
Gerry Anderson. Writer: Dennis Spooner. 
Guest Stars: Michael Jayston, Nigel Gregory. 
"The Square Triangle’ — A downed UFO 
pilot is accidentally caught in a murder 
triangle and is killed by a woman attempting 
to do in her spouse. Director: Jeremy 
Summers. Writer: David Tomblin. Guest 
Stars: Adrienne Corri, Patrick Mower. 
“Sub-Smash” — UFOs come up with a 
device that allows them to travel both above 
and below the sea. They ambush Бігакег' 5 
Skydiver One and the Commander and his 
crew sink to the bottom of the sea, seemingly 
doomed. Director: Ken Turner. Writer: Alan 
Fennell. Guest Star: Gary Myers. 
“Survival’’—An alien strike-force 
penetrates Moonbase, damaging one of the 
domes. Foster is injured in the attack as is an 
alien. The only way for both of them to be 
discovered and rescued by search parties is 
to team up. Director: Alan Perry. Writer: 
Tony Barwick. Guest Star: Gito Santana. 
“Timelash’’— A UFO places the entire 
Command center in a state of suspended 
animation. Only Straker and a traitor are 
awake. The Commander wards off a full- 
scale alien attack on the slumbering 
headquarters. Director: Ron Appleton. 
Writer: Dennis Spooner. 
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VOYAGE TO THE BOTTOM OF THE 
SEA 


ABC (1964-1968) 

Irwin Allen's long-running underwater 
opus was actually a spin-off from his earlier 
film of the same name. Week after week, the 
intrepid crew of the atomic sub Seaview (the 
crew being: Richard Basehart as Admiral 
Nelson, David Hedison as Captain Crane, 
Bob Dowdell as Chip Morton, Del Monroe , 
replacing Henry Kulky, as Kowalski, Terry 
Becker as Chief Sharkey) faced death and 
destruction at the hands of undersea 
monsters and mad scientists (not to mention 
a lot of imaginatively used stock dinosaur 
footage from Allen’s earlier The Lost World 
motion picture). Occasionally, when the 
planet Earth presented no new villains, outer 
space sent reasonable substitutes by way of 
power-mad aliens. Some of the more 
memorable alien encounters occurred on 
following episodes: 
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“Attack” —A peaceful alien joins forces 
with the Seaview to fend off an intergalactic 
assault. Director: Jerry Hopper. Writer: 
William Welch. Guest Star: Skip Homeir. 

“Рау Of Evil” — An alien tries to con 
Nelson and the Seaview crew into blowing 
up the entire Pacific Fleet with a well-aimed 
nuclear warhead. Director: Jerry Hopper. 
Writer: William Welch. 

“The Deadly Amphibians” — А race of 
amphibious aliens have designs on both the 
Earth and the Seaview. They start with the 
Seaview, draining it of all its nuclear energy. 
Director: Jerry Hopper. Writer: Arthur 
Weiss. 

“The Deadly Cloud” —Miniscule creatures 
from space, housed in a cloud of gas, begin 
their invasion by taking over Crane's body. 
Director: Jerry Hopper. Writer: Rick 
Vollaerts. 

“The Deadly Invasion“ —Tiny faceless 
aliens, in an equally tiny spaceship plan to 
take over the Earth, But first, a brief show of 
force at an underwater city. Director: Jerry 
Juran. Writer: John and Ward Hawkins. 

“Journey With Fear” — Humanoid 
Venusians kidnap the Seaview command 
staff and threaten to destroy the Earth. 
Director: Harry Harris. Writer: Arthur Weiss. 
Guest Star: Eric Matthews. 

“The Lobster Мап” —A downright ornery 
crustacean from space runs amok among the 
Seaview crew, bent on destroying the world. 
Director: J. Addis. Writer: Al Gail. 

“The Monster From Outer Space” А 
tentacled Venusian hitches a ride to Earth on 
areturning space probe. Director: James 
Clark. Writer: William Reed Woodfield and 
Allan Balter. Guest Star: Lee Delano. 

“Nightmare” — А frightening version of cat 
and mouse ensues when Crane is stalked by 
an alien conducting tests on Earthly heroics. 
Director: С. Rondeau. Writer: Sidney 
Marshall. Guest Star: Paul Mantee. 

“The Savage Jungle” — Aliens with green 
thumbs are planning to conquer the Earth by 
planting shrubs that will overrun the planet. 
Director: B. Sparr. Writer: Arthur Weiss. 
Guest Star: Perry Lopez. 

“The Terrible Toys” —An alien intelligence 
takes telepathic control of six wind-up dolls 
and then lets them loose aboard the Seaview. 
Director: J. Addis. Writer: Robert Vincent 
Wright. Guest Cast: Paul Fix, Francis X. 
Bushman. 

“Terror” — А group of alien plant monsters 
command the minds of several Seaviewers in 
an attempt to take over the Earth. Director: 
Jerry Hopper. Writer: Sidney Ellis. Guest 
Star: Damian O'Flynn. 
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Kid Vid 


Dwelling in the depths of after-school 
hours and early on Saturday mornings is а 
unique concept in TV programming, dubbed 
by some “kid-vid.” Aimed at the younger 
generation of television viewer, this genre 
dabbles in light comedy, slapstick and out 
and out adventure done both in live action 
and animation (or, in the case of Gerry and 
Sylvia Anderson's shows, 
Supermarionation). Lately, a lot of kid-vid 
shows have turned their attention to the 
realm of fantasy, horror and science fiction 
with some interesting results. A lot of aliens 
have gotten loose on Saturday mornings and 
here are some of the shows that let them 
escape. 

The Amazing Three (1967) Three aliens 
from space take the forms of Earth animals 
and attempt to decide whether Earth 
deserves to exist or not. 

Astro Boy (1963) Dr. Astro was the 
cartoon hero who invents Astro Boy after his 
own son dies in a car accident. Astro Boy 
battles crooks in the year 2000 with his super 
powers and rocket legs. SF adventure by way 
of Japan, featuring a few alien villains. 

Captain Scarlet and the Mysterons (ITC, 
1967) The Mysterons are the unseen 
residents of Mars. Feeling that they have 
been attacked by Earth, they vow total 
annihilation of the planet. They possess the 
power of retro-metabolism, a power that can 
destroy and recreate matter. Capturing the 
mind of Earthling Captain Black, they use him 
to spearhead their destructive plans. 
Spectrum super agent, Captain Scarlet, is 
the only man who can fight the Mysterons on 
equal terms, possessing the power of retro- 
metabolism himself (he was once captured 
by the Martians and some of it rubbed off). 
His organization, Spectrum, is the last line of 
Earthly defense against the Mysterons. The 
series was created by Gerry and Sylvia 
Anderson and filmed in Supermarionation. 

Fireball XL-5 (ITC, 1962) Gerry and 
Sylvia Anderson‘s Supermarionation series 
featured valiant Steve Zodiac and a brave 
crew (Venus, Prof. Matthew Matic and 
Robert the Robot) facing outer space peril 
week after week. Among the aliens to make 
ап appearance on the show were the 
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underground green-man of Venus, man- 
eating plants on the planet Floran, Zoonie the 
Lazoon (an alien companion), icemen of the 
planet Arctan, Graff the Snaff, the giants of 
Triad, the space pirates of the planet Aridan 
and the space monster of Monotane. 

The Herculoids (CBS, 1967) A group of 
strange alien animals protect the good King 
Zender and his family from space invaders. 

Johnny Quest (ABC, 1964) A young 
trouble shooter deals with intergalactic 
villains, 

Land of the Lost (NBC, 1974) As if 
dinosaurs weren't enough, the alien Sleestak 
folks were an added menace to a present day 
family who plunge through time into a 
prehistoric land. 

The Lost Saucer (ABC, 1975) Two 
robots and a couple of kids cavort through 
space, accompanied by а dorse (ап alien 
combination of a dog and a horse). 

Space Academy (CBS, 1977) Gampu 
(Jonathon Harris) a seemingly ageless leader 
of a Space Academy, teaches his young 
wards the meaning of life on different alien 
terrains week after week. Invisible aliens, 
telepathic humanoids and fire-breathing 
dragons are just a few of the adventures that 
greet them on their tour of the galaxy. 

Space Angel (1964, syndicated) Scott 
McCloud was a Space Angel, and 
intergalactic crime fighter for the 
Interplanetary Space Force. 

Space Ghost (CBS, 1966) Yet another 
space-aged, planet-hopping hero. This time 
out, he’s aided by a space monkey, Blip, and 
two teen companions. 

Space Giants (1969, syndicated) It was 
good alien vs. evil as monsters from space 
fought with Goldar, a fifty-foot robot, for the 
survival of the planet Earth. 

Star Trek (NBC, 1973) Using the voices 
of the original Star Trek crew (William 
Shatner, Leonard Nimoy, DeForest Kelley, 
James Doohan, George Takei, Nichelle 
Nichols and Majel Barrett), this cartoon series 
pitted the Enterprise against a new planet of 
aliens every week for its brief run. Most of the 
stories were penned by former Trek series 
writers. 
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